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Editorial

Welcome to the Spring 2014 Review. It has been a long wet winter here, with record 
breaking rainfall. This is shown in the rainfall data published in this issue. The 
December rainfall was well above average throughout the U.K. This has certainly 
made difficulties for gardeners as waterlogged ground will cause root rot.

I have published a write up on our visit to Glenarn which was part of our post-show 
tours last spring. This was inadvertently omitted from the Summer 2013 Review after 
some computer problems led to its loss, and my memory could not be stretched to 
remember who had written it. I found it backed up on an external hard drive, so I am 
pleased to print it in this issue, with apologies to Wang Liston for the original mix 
up.

Sir Peter Hutchison has given me an article written some time ago by David Younger. 
When he was alive, David wrote occasionally for our publications, always with a 
humorous outlook on life. It is with pleasure that I reprint it for all to enjoy.

Jamie Taggart has been missing without trace in Vietnam since the beginning of 
November. Our thoughts go out to the family. Mike Thornley has written about a year 
Jamie spent at Glenarn at the start of his career in horticulture. Jamie has entertained 
us with tales of his expeditions into plant rich places, and we must hope there is some 
news about him soon.

I have been uploading pictures on to our Facebook page in an attempt to get interest 
in our society. It is an open page, so anyone can see it if Scottish Rhododendron 
Society is typed in. If you would like to add anything, please log in with username 
scottishrhodos@btinternet.com and password s1n0grande. Also Matt is looking for 
your pictures for “Picture of the Month” on our website. Send them to him, details at 
the end of this publication.

By the time you read this spring will be among us, so enjoy.

John Roy
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President’s Column

I woke up early this morning and a south-west wind is driving the sheets of rain past 
the office window.  It is early-March and I cannot recall when we last had 24 hours 
without rain or hail, to say nothing of the many intense storms that since mid-October 
have reached far inland from the West Coast to cause damage on the west-facing 
slopes of the Pennines.  Our home is on a hill and drainage is not normal a problem, 
however, the garden has been saturated for almost five months and, with a heavy 
clay sub-soil, there is nowhere for the rainwater to go other than to run directly off 
the surface of the sodden soil to wherever it can find lower elevation.  There is little 
that can be achieved in the garden at present as my feet will only compact the soil, so 
some of the tasks planned for last autumn were disrupted by the sequence of storms 
coming in off the Atlantic every three days and still need to be carried out.  For the 
fourth autumn/winter in succession the West Pennines have received somebody else’s 
rain; indeed, the previous three years have been around 80 inches, but this year we 
are well over 90 inches, whereas the norm is 55 inches.  Part of the answer is that the 
higher than normal temperatures in the western Pacific have generated a sequence of 
storm systems and this, coupled with the shift in the Jet-stream to over the Gulf of 
Mexico, has resulted in California and parts of the Pacific Northwest being unusually 
cold and dry, apart from a deluge of snow in Oregon in late-February.  So, having 
picked-up heavy moisture whilst crossing the Pacific, the storms have not crossed any 
significant mountain ranges on which to release their ‘sky-borne river’, prior to col-
lecting additional moisture en-route north-east across the Atlantic towards Britain.

Whilst you may not wish to be reminded about this extra-ordinary autumn and winter, 
there are some aspects that are well worth considering in connection with its impact 
on the rhododendrons in our gardens.  Whilst the bud-set has been very good for the 
coming season it is interesting to consider why this should be.  In the north-west of 
England we did not receive any significant sun in the late-summer or early-autumn to 
ripen the wood prior to the arrival of the ‘monsoon’ in mid-October.  Most, if not all, 
rhododendrons have still not achieved dormancy and have continued to grow, as is 
the case with a massive and tender species fuchsia in our back garden, which still has 
not shed its leaves.  More importantly, some of the rhododendrons and azaleas are not 
looking happy as a result of having their feet wet for many consecutive months.

Of particular concern are the yellow flowering species and their hybrids, many of 
which are more difficult to grow in our climate, as are some of the yellow/salmon/
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orange multi-coloured varieties.  The heavy bud-set on these may well indicate I am 
going to loose a few of these, whilst others have a lot of dead-wood that needs to 
be cut out.  Pruning, or removal of the plant, may deal with the visible damage, but 
it will not address a basic problem with the soil, as the persistent rains over many 
months during successive winters have tended to wash away all the nutrition from 
the garden.  Classic old-fashioned hardy-hybrids in a woodland setting, or placed 
along the drive up to the house, performed beautifully with little attention from the 
gardeners of yesteryear.  They required no fertiliser to sustain them, and in any case 
products such as ‘Growmore’ would result in their demise.  In other words, the tradi-
tional approach since Victorian times, on this side of the Atlantic is, with the right soil 
and climatic conditions, it is possible to grow rhododendrons without giving them a 
second thought.  The old-time head gardeners left the autumn leaves to decay around 
the base of the plants to provide a natural source of nutrients, and let the condition 
of the leaves of the rhododendrons themselves tell them if any remedial action was 
required.

In direct contrast, many of the ‘showy’ hybrids created over the past fifty to sixty 
years are hungry for nutrition and minor minerals and if these plants are short of any 
key nutrients they will look unattractive and not only perform badly, but are less able 
to cope with adverse weather and can become disease prone.  Many crosses made in 
the Pacific Northwest are ‘hungry hybrids’ and their performance is directly related to 
the availability of high levels of both nitrogen and minor elements in the soil.  These 
cultivars need to be looked after by a gardener who understands their requirements, 
so they tend not to survive for long when planted by a member of the public in an 
untended garden and left to their own devices.

It is a misconception that the scattering of nitrogen-rich fertiliser around an ailing 
plant will enable it to recover; more likely the sudden application of nitrogen will 
shock a weakened root system and kill the plant outright.  The term ‘feeding’ has crept 
into many suggested care routines, which implies that rhododendrons require regular 
applications of fertiliser; whereas, the plants take most of what they need from the air 
and combine this with water and minute quantities of naturally occurring minerals in 
the soil.  What matters is keeping the soil in good condition with regular applications 
of rotted compost that generate a healthy population of earthworms and good drain-
age.  And, given the persistent wet conditions over the past four autumns and winters 
this can be quite difficult to sustain in practice.  The use of liquid fertilisers are often 
a waste of time and resources as they rapidly run right through barren soil, as there is 
little humus available to absorb and retain the liquid.  In my experience a scattering of 
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sterilised bonemeal around the roots is a more practical ‘starter for ten’ as it provides 
natural slow release nutrients with a high proportion of phosphate, but what is really 
required is a good covering of rotted compost spread over the roots, or well rotted 
horse manure, to put some life back in the soil.

If you need to take remedial action this spring, then initially I suggest you take a good 
look at the leaves of your plants and act accordingly. A deficiency of iron can lead to 
interveinal chlorosis of the young leaves, whilst the older leaves retain their natural 
colour of green.  Often the main veins of the young leaves retain their natural shade 
of green, whilst the interveinal areas are a lighter shade of green, and the outer edges 
of the leaf tend to turn yellow.  The iron already present in the soil may be tied-up by 
other chemicals and thus not be readily available, or the water-logging of the soil leads 
to poor aeration and can have the same effect; so apply iron chelate (Sequestrene).  A 
deficiency of magnesium can also cause interveinal chlorosis of the leaves; often the 
main veins become a lighter shade of green than the natural colour of the leaf, whilst 
the whole of the interveinal areas tend to become yellowish; so apply magnesium 
sulphate (Epsom Salts).  However, it is well worth noting that many enthusiasts are 
not aware that one of the main problems resulting in stunted leaf growth, interveinal 
chlorosis, bud death and dieback is that the soil is too acid for healthy growth, and the 
effect on the leaves is that they look similar to magnesium deficiency.  This condition 
is often accompanied by an increasing infestation of lichen, and it is caused by a defi-
ciency of calcium; so apply calcium sulphate (Gypsum).  Remember, lichen does not 
harm the plant; it is an indicator that the plant itself is suffering from stress and is in 
poor health, for whatever reason.  Take care: in all of the above three instances be 
sure to follow the instructions on the packet, as overdoses can lead to toxicity.

My two greenhouses are full of cuttings and grafts in over-wintering cases, or young 
plants potted-up from last year’s propagation efforts, so there is little to be achieved 
at present other than to monitor their condition and to await the onset of new growth 
as another season commences.  However, by the time you are reading these notes I 
will be getting around to sorting out a supply of seedling trays and pricking-out the 
containers of Rhododendron occidentale seeds sown in early-February from the many 
collections that Willie Campbell marketed as a special offer in our seed exchange.  
Interestingly, the seeds all germinated well in less than two weeks and Willie still has 
seed available that he will be bringing along to the Show.  These seeds, gathered by 
the intrepid Mike McCullough, a long-time R. occidentale enthusiast, on the border 
of South-west Oregon and Northern California are well worth a £10 investment, so 
get busy and have a go!
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Whilst mentioning Scotland’s National Rhododendron Show, we are currently plan-
ning to return the annual show back to a West Coast venue in the spring of 2015.  
Behind the scenes the Shows Sub-committee are actively making the necessary 
arrangements and are liaising with the ‘Glorious Gardens of Argyll & Bute’ and ‘Visit 
Scotland’ with the aim of creating a Festival of Rhododendrons in a similar approach 
to the snowdrop festival that has been a successful venture.  Watch this space!

John M. Hammond

Secretary’s Scribbles
(We always need your support)

The AGM will have been an important milestone for myself. I joined the committee 
in 2003 and have been your Secretary since then until the AGM at Gargunnock in 
May 2014.

Ian Douglas the then President in 2003, called me and asked “Willie we are short of 
a Secretary and you seem a likely candidate” and in seconds Ian’s charm offensive 
had worked. When I was elected, I took over from John Hammond, which made it 
easy. I have never known a more organised person. Nowadays it’s nearly all email, 
very few letters and the click of a button sends the minutes to all the committee, it’s 
so simple.

Over the 31 years the Society has been in existence I am only the 5th secretary fol-
lowing great names such as Ed Wright, Rory Hereson, Hubert Andrews and John 
Hammond and I must say I have enjoyed following in these illustrious footsteps. 

You may ask “Why are you stepping down”? Simple, all posts in Societies need to 
change at some time, fresh blood and ideas, new thinking as we all get set in our 
ways. Like the politicians retiring to the back benches or spending more time with 
the family, that will be me.

I still have an important role in the rhododendron world, I will be able to spend more 
time running the RSCG propagation unit at Gargunnock as well as continuing as 
Head Gardener on the Estate.
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I am more that delighted to introduce you to our new Secretary Elect: Katrina Clow, 
who has been around the rhododendron scene for many years. Katrina gardens in 
Ayrshire and is also a prominent member of Plant Heritage and many posts in other 
organisations.

Please refer all future enquires to

Katrina Clow,
Townend of Kirkwood,
Stewarton,
Ayrshire
KA3 3EW
01560 483826   Email: katrina@kclow.fsnet.co.uk

I will not be leaving the Society. I still have the important role with the seed exchange 
to look after and I will keep in touch with you all on the Society Tours.

Willie Campbell

Your New Secretary’s ‘CV’

A passionate gardener with a degree in Botany. First garden made from scratch cover-
ing several acres. Now embarking on a new project taming 3 acres of bog. Very keen 
on trees, shrubs and companion plants, especially ericaceous, planted in a relaxed 
way and blending with local landscape. Believe strongly that private gardens should 
be centres of conservation as much as Botanic Gardens and Horticultural Institutions 
and that they should provide a range of habitats to support a wide range of plants and 
associated fauna.

Involved with plant conservation for many years and was on the Board and Chair 
of Publications Committee of Plant Heritage. Now Collections Co-ordinator for 
Ayrshire and Arran which includes the National Collections of large leaved rhodo-
dendrons subsects. Falconera and Grandia and tender subsect. Maddenia, held at 
Brodick Castle, Isle of Arran (NTS).
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I believe that it is essential to try to conserve threatened species and cultivars both 
to maintain the gene pool and for future reintroduction into original habitats, when 
possible.

A Trustee of Younger Benmore Trust.

Not an expert on species Rhododendrons but delighted to be involved and learn 
more!

Katrina Clow

Birds “feeding” on Rhododendrons
 

In a previous question in this publication, I asked whether anyone had seen birds 
(primarily Blue and other members of the Tit family) apparently feeding on what I 
presumed to be the pollen in rhododendrons.  With a little more research it appears 
that these birds are actually feeding on the insects that themselves are feeding on the 
rhododendron flowers - hence the appearance that the birds are feeding on the flowers 
themselves, right down to having pollen on their beaks.

Rick Potter, 
Arduaine.
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Roe Deer in a Rhododendron Garden

Norman A Matheson

In an article in the Spring Review (No.76) for 2013, the possibility of using egg 
wash (six eggs in a gallon of water) to prevent roe deer browsing was mentioned. 
This treatment has the attractions of simplicity, ready availability and modest cost. In 
December 2013, catering packs of ten dozen eggs were acquired and the mixture was 
applied with a watering can to all rhododendrons at risk. The application was repeated 
several weeks later. Up to now (late February 2014) there has been no browsing.

The same treatment was used on all but one of some thirty recently planted young 
conifers of various varieties. The sole exception was a Scot’s Pine, which had been 
surrounded by a wire enclosure as described in the above article. Past confidence that 
such minimal fencing gave effective protection proved false in this instance in that the 
Scot’s Pine, about 1.5m high, was severely browsed: all side branches were reduced 
to short stumps with no visible remaining foliage. Considering the wide choice and 
one would have thought the much more appetising foliage all around, the Scot’s Pine, 
with its rather sparse and bristly foliage, seemed the least likely to be browsed. It is 
therefore tempting, in a preliminary way, to conclude that the many plants apparently 
offering a more attractive food source but nevertheless ignored were protected by the 
egg wash.

Clearly, such a conclusion is no more than tentative but it does seem encouraging. 
As far as protection of the rhododendrons are concerned, although it is pleasing that 
there has been no browsing, the winter has been so mild that browsing may not have 
occurred in any event. A few more winters will have to pass before there can be any 
firm opinion on the efficacy of egg wash.

As an additional thought, it seems just possible that egg wash might also protect 
against fraying. Since fraying is probably largely a form of territorial marking with 
the scent of facial glands, the noxious quality of the egg wash might negate the glan-
dular scent and thereby deter roe bucks from applying it. Such a possibility is of 
course nothing short of sheer speculation. 
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Germination  Observations

Lawrence Laing

There is only one problem with my garden. It is too small!

I licked my lips looking through the SRS seed list then my wife reminded me of this 
fact. Only when I received a reminder email did I bite the bullet and place an order.

I have approximately 80 rhododendrons in my garden and every year they get bigger 
and bigger, and the grass area gets smaller and smaller. The first seeds I grew were 
Exbury hybrid azaleas which were to mark the birth of my first of three daughters 
and I still have six growing today (azaleas!). Over the years I have experienced many 
glorious successes and only a few miserable failures at trying to grow rhododendrons 
from seed. You must be patient though if you are waiting for flowers to appear.

One of the more heartening successes resulted from a visit to Culzean Castle where 
I noticed a very large rhododendron lying on its side, the leaves a pale brown colour. 
It was very obviously dead. There was no possibility of recovery therefore, which 
made me wonder if it had been a unique plant that was now lost to cultivation. Then I 
noticed the seed pods. Why not, I thought. Off they came and home I went.

I spread the seed in a large seed tray of ericaceous compost and, surprise surprise, up 
they came. I grew them on and after two years took a fresh seed tray with transplanted 
seedlings back to Culzean. I did of course retain a few and have passed them on to 
friends and family. The one plant that I have left from the seed of that poor dead plant 
is now three feet tall and has pride of place in my front garden. As to what species it 
is, I haven’t a clue. I have however given it a name – Lazarus.
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Autumn Conference, 5th & 6th October 2013

John Roy

Once again our autumn conference was a combined one with both RSCG and SRS 
members eligible to attend. As usual it was well attended, with a full and very inter-
esting itinerary. The setting was the grand big house in the Gargunnock Estate, near 
Stirling, and our thanks must go to the estate trustees for allowing us to use this 
exceptional venue.

After our President, Ian Sinclair welcomed us all to the conference, the Saturday 
business started with an interesting talk from Ian Douglas, about different aspects of 
rhododendrons. These covered foliage, bark, autumn colour as well as flowering.

Our second morning presentation was from Maurice Wilkins, head gardener at Ard-

Gargunnock Head Gardener Willie Campbell showing delegates 
round the garden
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uaine, that haven of rhododendrons. He described the work done at the garden since 
its takeover by the National Trust for Scotland. He entertained us with a lot of pic-
tures of non-rhododendron plants in the garden.

Gargunnock head gardener and RSCG treasurer Willie Campbell then treated us to 
a tour of the garden. Many of the trees and shrubs were resplendent in their autumn 
colours.

The afternoon itinerary started with a fascinating insight into historical gardening 
with Marilyn Brown author of “Scotland’s Lost Gardens”. This included aspects of 
gardens in royal palace grounds and monasteries.

RSCG secretary, John Hammond described his work at the O. H. Hinsdale Garden at 
Spruce Reach Island in Oregon. This is a rhododendron garden brought back from the 
edge of extinction by a small group of volunteers on the western side of the USA.

For those who had booked, Saturday was successfully rounded off with a buffet 
dinner, and refreshments. We were entertained by memories from Sir James Stirling, 
head of the trustees of Gargunnock Estate, and Willie Campbell’s employer.

In the shade 
tunnel where 

rhododen-
drons are 
grown on.
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Sunday commenced 
with RSCG president Ian 
Sinclair describing the 
work of the Group. He 
dealt with the Group’s 
survey of the rhododen-
drons at Corrour in June 
and the planting of rare 
and endangered species 
at Glenbranter.

Willie Campbell then 

described the work he has been doing in Gargunnock walled garden on behalf of 
the group. He then took us to the walled garden to see for ourselves the excellent 
propagation and growing on facilities he has produced. This was followed by a plant 
auction in aid of Group funds.

After lunch, Bob Mitchell from the Friends of St Andrews Botanic Garden entertained 
us with tales from a lifetime of botanical exploration around the world. His illustrated 
talk enthralled both those who have experienced such things, and those who prefer to 
stay at home and hear about it from others.

Above: Propagator 
with grafted rhodo-

dendrons.

Right: Willie says 
“Here’s one I did 

earlier!”
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Our conference concluded with summing up from President Ian Sinclair and Secre-
tary and Conference Organiser John Hammond. Our sincere thanks go to John for all 
his hard work ensuring the event was the huge success that it was.

Polystyrene box for striking cut-
tings

This article appeared in the Winter/Spring edition of the Rhododendron Species 
Conservation Group Newsletter. As it was a joint conference with SRS, and many 

of you are not members of the RSCG, I have reprinted it here. 

John Roy
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Glenarn

William (Wang) Liston

The Rhododendron Society was privileged to visit Glenarn, Rhu, Helensburgh on 
Sunday, 28th April 2013, the day after the splendid annual rhododendron show at 
Gargunnock, a show that this year was characterised by its display of early flowering 
species. The house and garden at Glenarn had been started in the 1840s and acquired 
a rhododendron from shortly after that date. Thus the collection includes a R. fal-
coneri grown from Hooker’s 1849 seed. This plant is now an immense tree to the 
west of the house. The house and garden was one of several built on the south west 
facing hillside above Rhu.  Most of the other bigger houses have lost their gardens to 
housing, so it is slightly surreal to drive up a suburban street to reach this c.10 acre 
oasis of great trees, shrubs and rhododendrons. The Gibson family looked after the 
garden for about 50 years from 1927 and established it as a great rhododendron place. 
Plants were acquired and raised from many of the great plant hunting expeditions 
of the first half of the twentieth century. Other seeds and specimens were obtained 
from other gardens in Scotland and the UK. The Gibsons were also very interested in 
hybridisation work, particularly with subsection Grandia. The results of some of this 
work were very visible on our visit, with many huge R. grande hybrids in full flower 
making an impressive sight. The Thornleys, the present owners and our hosts, bought 
the garden almost exactly 30 years ago. When they arrived the place had become 
quite overgrown. In years of planning and hard manual work they have made Glenarn 
into one of the major rhododendron gardens of Scotland and the UK. In recent years 
a particular event occurred that affected the garden. That was the gale of 3rd January 
2011. This felled many large and old trees. It was both a disaster and an opportunity; 
a disaster in that many fine trees were lost, often destroying rhododendrons and other 
shrubs beneath them, and an opportunity in that more light was allowed through the 
canopy and space was created for new plantings.

In error I had stayed at a hotel in Dumbarton. So in the morning I drove north, from 
the comparative poverty of Dumbarton to the healthier looking towns of Helensburgh 
and Rhu. The day was blustery with some sunshine and showers. We, about twenty in 
number, assembled in Glenarn Road at 10 o’clock and were met by the owners Sue 
and Mike Thornley. We divided into two groups, one guided by Mike and the other 
by Sue. Sue led our group initially up the east side of the property. We were lucky 
to have Matt Heasman and John Roy with us, as they informed and enlivened the 
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discussion during the tour, especially when there were identification problems among 
the plants. I was immediately struck by the trees of the Gibson R. grande hybrids in 
full flower. Nearby there were thickets of R. maddenii and R. lindleyi, not in flower 
but covered in swelling buds and looking very happy.  In this section of the garden 
was also the UK champion Magnolia rostrata, not yet in flower, but with many of the 
previous year’s huge leaves lying on the ground. Throughout the garden there were 
other big tree magnolias, but as Sue said, it was not a magnolia year because of the 
prolonged cold of February and March with their east winds. We also met a champion 
R. hodgsonii in full bloom, very large and imposing. I was a bit rude about the colour, 
as I have never quite taken to the pinkish purple of this species, but I was shouted 
down by the majority. It was certainly an impressive tree. Smaller, especially good 
rhododendrons of note included R. charitopes ssp tsangpoense.

We all met together for morning coffee and delicious home baking in the conserva-
tory. Just outside was a very good Rhododendron formosum in a large pot, indicating 
that it was brought in for shelter during the winter. We then resumed our tour, past a 
bank of the charming Narcissus cyclamineus to go to the west side of the property, 
seeing many other species and hybrids. Our experts concluded that a puzzling pink 
rhododendron was R. oreodoxa var. oreodoxa, though my specimens at home had 
flowered before the frosts in early February. We passed a large pond which Sue and 
Mike had recently re-excavated by hand, and then re-designed. This brought home 
to me the huge amount of physical work that they carry out in keeping the garden in 
good shape. They do all the work themselves, except when dealing with large trees 
which require the help of a tree surgeon. I resolved I ought to go home and immedi-
ately start working much harder on my own garden. 

Up on this west side of the property there were several Rhododendron macabeanum 
including a UK champion. Many of these were magnificently in flower, unfrosted. 
There was also the UK champion Eucryphia intermedia which necessitates a return 
visit in August. R. sinogrande was also terrific. There were discussions about various 
subsection Neriiflora rhododendrons including the very attractive R. neriiflorum ssp. 
neriiflorum Euchaites Group. R. ‘Pook’ was a notable subsect. Thomsonia hybrid.

As we got to near the top of the garden we spotted another very fine red tree hybrid, 
Rhododendron ‘John Holms’, (R. arboreum x R. barbatum). As many will know, John 
Holms started a woodland garden, Larach Mhor, near Arisaig in the 1920s. However, 
he died in the 1930s before its completion. For many years after his death one of 
his gardeners, John Brennan, looked after this garden on behalf the estate owners of 
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Arisaig House. The garden became very wild and woolly, a wonderful place to visit 
and, as a child, I visited many times. Brennan died c.1960. More recently it has been 
looked after by volunteers under the control of Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh. 
They do not own it but look after it on behalf of the French owners of the estate. The 
Thornleys have arranged to donate a layer from their rhododendron to Larach Mhor 
so that there is a R. ‘John Holms’ in the garden of John Holms. Visit Larach Mhor 
when you take the road to the isles.

I have only touched on some of the plants found at Glenarn. As I write I remember 
many others. I have always thought Rhododendron ‘Shilsonii’ a terrific red and there 
were some good ones at Glenarn.  Sue pointed out a large R. rude, covered in swelling 
flower buds, which she told us was a favourite. This is a rhododendron garden par 
excellence, one of the outstanding ones. If you have not been, visit it in April or May 
for rhododendrons flowering, or any other time just to enjoy.

As we departed we worked our way down through the rock garden, formed from 
a quarry area used in building the house. It was all very tidy, weeded and mulched 
with leaf mould, again attesting to Thornley hard work. We were escorted down the 
drive, past some magnificent old trees, to the gate. We had had a memorable tour and 
thanked our hosts most warmly.
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2013              Wuerzburg    Radlett        Glendoick                      Dunblane              Glenarn    Lochdochart         Ballachulish
             mm inches   mm inches        mm    inches                     mm       inches  mm   inches   mm     inches      mm inches
January 18.0 0.71   62.0  2.44                 94.5    3.72                                 77.7      3.06  177.8      7.00                                 312.2 12.29
February 54.0 2.13   55.5  2.19      34.0    1.34                                 63.2      2.49  133.4      5.25                                 148.8   5.86
March             28.0 1.10   63.5  2.50      47.3    1.86                                 39.4      1.55    47.5     1.87                                   38.1   1.50
April             43.0 1.69   31.5  1.24      33.0    1.30                                 53.3      2.10  117.6     4.63                                 244.9   9.64
May           118.0 4.65   56.5  2.22      63.0    2.48                                 62.2      2.45  114.3     4.50                                 269.5       10.61
June             60.0 2.36   24.5  0.96                 23.5    0.93                                 29.0      1.14  101.6     4.00                                   64.8   2.55
July             30.0 1.18   53.0  2.09      50.0    4.80                                 68.3      2.69    57.2     2.25                                   85.6   3.37
August           110.0 4.33   71.5  2.81      30.7    1.21                                 51.8      2.04    85.6     3.37                                 213.9   8.42
September 67.0 2.64   58.0  2.28                 32.0    1.26                                  61.7      2.43  114.3     4.50                                 153.4         6.04
October 64.0 2.52   94.5  3.72      93.5    3.68                               150.6      5.93  212.6     8.37                                 347.2 13.67
November 43.0 1.69   63.5  2.50      31.0    1.22                                  77.7      3.06  177.8     7.00                                 209.0   8.23
December 20.0 0.79     101.5  4.00    133.0    5.24                               182.9      7.20  301.5   11.87                                 567.2 22.33
Total 2013     655.0   25.79     735.5   28.95                 665.5  26.21                                917.8      36.14      1641.2   64.61                                2654.6      104.51
Total 2012     585.0   23.04 903.5 35.56    980.0  38.58                             1207.8      47.55 1956.3   77.01   2573.0  101.30     2615.0 102.95
Total 2011     506.0   19.93 520.5 20.51    815.6  32.10                             1445.0      56.89 2257.6   88.75   3281.0  129.17     3468.5 136.56
Total 2010     776.0   30.54 682.0 26.87    741.8  28.22                             1291.3      50.84 1403.8   55.27   1733.0    68.22     1727.0 67.99
Total 2009     518.0   20.40 793.0 31.23    782.0  30.79                             1778.0      70.00 1889.1   74.37   2734.0  107.63     2980.7 117.35
Total 2008     521.0   20.51 753.5 29.67    810.8  31.92                             1835.7      72.27 2056.6   81.00   2769.5  109.04     3321.1 130.75
Total 2007     786.0   30.93 785.5 31.00    801.0  31.51                                                  1921.5   75.63   2490.0    98.03     3236.6 127.42
Total 2006     583.0   22.95 617.0 24.29               752.7  29.63                             1063.5      41.87 1722.2   67.79   2834.5  111.59     3314.0 130.47
Total 2005   477.0 18.78    899.4  35.40                                       1511.3   59.50   2615.5  102.97     3082.2 121.58
Total 2004   662.0 26.06                               1619.3   63.50   2170.0    85.43     3266.6 125.03
                

Rainfall                               2013

The weather stations:
Wuerzburg is in Lower Franconia, North Bavaria, Germany.
Radlett is in Hertfordshire, north west of London.
Glendoick is in Perthshire, east central Scotland.
Dunblane is near Stirling, central Scotland.
Glenarn is on the Gareloch, west central Scotland.
Lochdochart is near Crianlarich, central highlands of Scotland.
Ballachulish is in the Scottish west highlands.
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Rainfall                               2013

I have taken Todmorden off the list for now, as there have been no readings for some 
time. I will welcome the return of this station at some point.

Nothing has come from Loch Dochart for 2013. If  there are readings available, I will 
update the table in next Spring’s Review.

There is a startling difference in the December readings between Wuerzburg and 
Ballachulish.

John Roy
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Notes from an Elderly Rhododendron Gardener

David Younger

I never know whether or not to envy those who are starting their garden ab initio. In 
theory, there is something exhilarating in looking out over virgin territory, and then 
plotting how the grand design is to mesh in with the opposing elements of one’s 
ambitions and one’s wallet. You can look forward five or ten years and imagine how 
all those plants which you are about to order will blend into a subtle relationship with 
each other. You can plan to have a Wow factor nearly every month, ranging from the 
first pre-Christmas glimpse of Rhododendron ‘Nobleanum’, on through the colourful 
canvas of April to the final rallentando in October provided by R. ‘Polar Bear’ hidden 
away from direct sunlight. You can even order a pair of garden seats, secure in the 
knowledge that there will be many occasions when you can relax and enjoy the fruits 
of your labour.

How different is the lot of those trying to cope with the incessant demands of a garden 
which has passed its first centenary and is galloping towards its second. Mature gar-
dens, sited in a neck of the woods where the average annual rainfall is in excess of 
100 inches, do indeed gallop. Four years ago, I was peeved to find that I could no 
longer see the other side of the valley from where I sit in my kitchen. The solution 
was simple - out with the bushman and saw off the top six feet of a rather fine Rho-
dodendron arboreum ssp. cinnamomeum. Dammit, the view is once again becoming 
restricted and this time it will receive more than ‘just a trim, please’ (the phrase that 
men with regressive hairlines murmur to their barber). Indeed, I would be tempted 
to cut the wretched shrub down to the ground were it not for the fact that it supports 
the bird feeder.

A number of rhododendron gardens are owned by people who have quite plainly 
lost their amateur status. The specimens in their gardens are always labelled and are 
only referred to by their Latin name, hybrids with English names being considered 
to be in poor taste. How embarrassed one of these paladins was when I innocently 
asked if I was looking at a R. ‘Pink Pearl’. “Well, actually, er, yes. It was given to 
me by my aunt, and I can’t put it on the bonfire until she is dead.” In a really grand 
garden, plants are only accepted if their exact provenance can be identified to within 
fifty feet. “I had to abseil down a 65 ft. cliff just outside Pemako above a stand of R. 
prattii ssp prattii which Reggie Kingdom Fletcher discovered on that extraordinary 



SRS Spring Review 2014

23

trip of his in 1924.” Humble mortals grow rhododendrons because they have pretty 
flowers, but not the owners of the creme a la creme collections. They encourage you 
to feel the underside of the leaf of R. mallotum; they ask you to stroke the bark of R. 
argipeplum - then tell you that once again it is being called R. smithii; they insist that 
other people’s R. caloxanthum are sadly inferior to their own which was given by 
Ward Forrest to their parents in 1932.

Those of us who can remember the 1935 Silver Jubilee have to wander round their 
elderly garden with a pair of binoculars, because without them you only see the occa-
sional colourful truss since all the others are either blooming above the forest canopy 
or else cannot be spotted against the grey sky. In one’s earlier years, it was relatively 
easy to wield the axe. ‘Off with his head’, and a middle-aged Rhododendron ‘Loderi 
King George’ was decapitated on the spot. But with the passage of time, rhododen-
drons cease to be plants, they become friends. There’s that R. crassum which was 
knocked on the head by the severe winter of 1982, but which eventually survived 
because one branch lying on the ground layered itself, and now has become a sub-
stantial bush whose gorgeously scented flowers bring back memories of Xanadu. 
A gloriously floriferous R. campanulatum, which had virtually turned up its toes, 
responded to TLC (truly luscious compost) and, thirty years later, is slowly throt-
tling its precious neighbour. To chop either of these two old friends down would be 
like murdering a member of one’s family. Either one has to toss a coin - then ask a 
friend to carry out the bloody deed, or else take heed of Solomon and cut them both 
in half.

For many years I kept the relicts of a splendid Rhododendron macabeanum which for 
decades had shone out over the valley like the Pharos of Alexandria. It had been dead 
for at least ten years, but people ignored its existence because the modern gardener 
cannot tolerate a plant in their garden that is not in the full flush of health. Shame on 
them! Long, faithful service should be rewarded by allowing the skeleton trunk to act 
as a memorial to past glories, and, if necessary, you can always mumble some green 
mantra about encouraging diversity amongst the bugs and beetles that provide an 
unseen horde of activity as they scurry around the garden.

Perhaps the most troubling problem occurs when people innocently ask you the name 
of a plant and a quick glance shows that no label is visible. Should one bluff it out by 
telling them that it is a rare specimen of Rhododendron blastem, or does one tell them 
the harsh truth that these days one can’t always remember the name of that wretched 
purple rhododendron that grows wild all over the hillside.
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All in all, the pleasures of being an elderly gardener in an elderly garden are some-
what mixed. Those with Eeyore’s mournful outlook will insist that their garden has 
gone gently downhill since 1968 and will wonder aloud why they bother to carry on. 
Yet we do carry on, and all of us secretly think that on a good day our efforts have not 
been totally unrewarded and that perhaps things could look worse.

(Incidentally, what is a horde of activity?)

Jamie Taggart’s Year at Glenarn

Mike Thornley

In 1991 we had been at Glenarn for 8 years. The initial tidying was completed, the 
paths were re-opened, the vegetable patch was back in production and we were turn-
ing our attention to the overgrown rock garden. Already we had adopted an annual 
maintenance regime that we still follow today, but at the end of each year we found 
that we had arrived back at where we had been 12 months previously. While we spent 
our time looking after the garden, no improvements were being made. At this point 
we were approached by Jamie Taggart (then always James to us) who was looking for 
a year’s placement in a local garden, as part of his course in horticulture at the West 
of Scotland Agricultural College, at Auchincruive, near Ayr. Thanks to the support of 
James Cullen, a grant was obtained from the Stanley Smith (UK) Horticulture Trust 
and in September Jamie started work at Glenarn, 5 days a week, arriving off the bus 
from Cove.

The young Jamie who walked up the drive 22 years ago was socially quite withdrawn 
but at the same time self reliant, physically strong and possessing a botanical and 
gardening knowledge of someone well beyond his years. It was usually Sue, going 
to work after the children had gone to school, who would discuss the tasks to be 
undertaken and, for the rest of the day, Jamie was left to his own devices. This was 
completely opposite to the way in which we work now with our current trainee gar-
deners but possibly at the time it suited Jamie as well as ourselves and I often felt that 
we had as much to learn from him as he had to gain from being at Glenarn. 

What could have been a recipe for disaster turned out to be the opposite.  I remember, 
early one morning, discussing a path re-alignment with Jamie and coming back, late 
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in the evening, to find the resulting sinuous double curves to be far better than I 
could have imagined, and you cannot ask for more than that. The major project he 
undertook that year was the reclamation of the old pond. This was the first important 
feature encountered by visitors and for years had been a silted up swamp, home to a 
few Gunnera and skunk cabbages. Over the summer Jamie patiently dug out half a 
century’s accumulation of gravel, until the banks overtopped his head, and spread it 
out across the bottom of the garden. To this day I have no sense, or recollection, of 
where the vast quantity of debris, shovelled and barrowed by hand, was landscaped 
away. It was like a conjuring trick. When the excavation was complete he moved 
huge boulders into position using only a punch bar. The new pond remains a monu-
ment to Jamie’s skill and sheer persistence.

Jamie had a good eye not only for garden engineering but also for the shape of plants 
and trees. Areas that had got out of hand were cleared of seedling trees and sud-
denly space started to flow again. The gloomy, laurel lined path around the bottom of 
the orchard was transformed in to a pleasant walk, the laurel tamed and the canopy 
lifted, letting in the air and sunlight. On one occasion he took it on himself to climb 
a Norway Spruce, which he thought was getting too tall, and removed the leader 
(although we did not encourage his undoubted tree climbing abilities).

Jamie, as a student, was already a natural with plants.  He could grow almost anything. 
Rhododendrons were layered, and magnolias too, seeds sown and cuttings taken. At 
the time there was a backlog of bought rhododendrons in the nursery bed, which he 
planted throughout the garden (and only last winter I was going through Sue’s hand 
written instructions to Jamie in order to re-locate some of these rhododendrons for 
the records). From time to time Jamie would arrive with plants from the Linn, which 
he though might be suitable for the area on which he was currently working, and 
there was traffic in the other direction as well. When the weather was too awful or the 
mornings too dark Jamie would get out the Gravograph that we had been kindly leant 
by Benmore and engraved 500 labels, mainly species rhododendrons, which are still 
on the plants to this day.

Jamie’s year at Glenarn had, for us, the intended effect and far more. It may have 
helped Jamie obtain his horticultural qualifications but it gave us confidence too. On 
reflection I can now see that, we were at a tipping point, and Jamie’s additional help 
and knowledge for one year made all the difference, and after that we never looked 
back. It was a hugely important contribution from a shy young man.
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Emu Valley Rhododendron Garden, Tasmania

Kathleen Ferguson

Any garden enthusiast planning a trip to Australia should include a stop in Tasma-
nia. Here they will find several wonderful gardens including the Botanic Gardens in 
Hobart. However, for the rhododendron fan, a visit to the Emu Valley Rhododendron 
Garden is a must. The garden is located in the north west of the island, just south of 
Burnie.

The garden was started in 1985 by members of the Tasmanian branch of the Austral-
ian Rhododendron Society and most of the work done has been through volunteer 
effort. The garden covers 22 hectares in a bowl shaped site surrounded by farmland. 
The land was initially leased from the neighbouring farmer but has now been pur-
chased to secure the garden’s future.

The garden is beautifully laid out around several water features and is divided into 
regional areas in which grow the species rhododendrons and their companion plants 
local to the region. At each regional area, the species rhododendrons planted there 

Pictures of Emu Valley 
Garden by the Author
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are listed. These regions 
range from Asia Minor, 
through the Himalayas and 
China to North America. 
In addition to the species 
rhododendrons, there are 
many hybrids providing 
a long period of flower-
ing. The garden also has 
a large area planted with 
rhododendrons from sec-
tion Vireya, which flower 
all year. The garden 
currently contains over 
22,000 plants with many 

more planned for. The committee believe that it may be the only place in the world 
where every type of species rhododendron can be seen growing outside.

Due to its bowl shape, there are many stunning views across the garden and down 
to the water features. The garden contains several built structures to complement 
the regional areas including a Japanese tea house and American gazebo. A Chinese 
pavilion was being built during our visit in October last year. Again, these structures 
are mainly created by the volunteers.

Benefits include 
 Help from international participants in our busy web site forum at www.srgc.net 
 An excellent, twice yearly journal, ‘The Rock Garden’ 
 Our annual seed exchange of over 4,000 entries 
 Shows - conferences - student grants - and much more…. 

Join us by writing to SRGC P.O. Box 14063, Edinburgh, EH10 4YE  
Or visit our world renowned web site link: ‘Join or Renew here’ at   www.srgc.net 

THE SCOTTISH  

ROCK GARDEN CLUB 
For all those who love to grow, show and talk about plants and bulbs  

www.srgc.net 
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Ralph Millward 1944–2013: An Appreciation

John M. Hammond

The main flowering season is from August to December, peaking in October/Novem-
ber. However, with so many varieties of rhododendron and so many beautiful trees 
such as Magnolia, Prunus and Sorbus, the garden would be a delight at any time 
of year. Access is easy with many well made paths looping through the garden and 
several hours can easily be spent meandering through it. It is open daily all year round 
and has a very good tea room for refreshments. There is also abundant native wildlife 
in the garden including platypus.

The garden is a non-profit making organisation owned by its members. The majority 
of the work and fund raising for the garden is carried out by volunteers including 
several who were instrumental is creating the garden in the first place. Scotland’s Ken 
Cox is a patron of and advisor to the garden and the garden committee are very proud 
of this. More information about the garden and photographs can be found at www.
emuvalleyrhodo.com.au.
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Ralph passed away on Thursday, 19th September, 2013 still fighting the cancer that he 
had been battling against for the last thirteen years.  A well attended and emotional 
memorial service was held at Brackenfield Church, a few hundred yards from his 
home, on Friday, 25th October and the congregation included a large contingent of his 
friends from the four rhododendron and ornamental plant societies of which he was 
a member.    

In mid-September Margaret and I had just arrived in Oregon, where we were staying 
with Gordon & Linda Wylie in Eugene, when we heard the sad news that Ralph had 
passed away.  Ralph knew Gordon Wylie, who is a Past President of the American 
Rhododendron Society and has been a Judge at several Annual Shows of the Scottish 
Rhododendron Society; indeed, we all travelled together to visit gardens in Belgium 
in 2010. 

I feel sure that Ralph would have approved of both our visit to Oregon and my mission 
with Gordon Wylie to continue to lead the restoration of an old historic rhododendron 
garden on the Oregon Coast, as Ralph was well aware of the project. This garden had 
lain untended for thirty years until the two of us formed a partnership with the U.S. 
Department of the Interior around ten years ago.  I tell you this because in better times 
Ralph would have wanted to be with us in Oregon, not only to see what we were 
doing for himself; he would have also sought an opportunity to be involved in an 
active way.  Unfortunately, this was not to be after he was advised he was no longer 
allowed to fly. 

Since his earlier skirmish with cancer Ralph was also on a mission, a mission to 
actively experience as much of life as was practicable in the remaining years he was 
with us. To this end he travelled widely to follow his intense interest in rhododen-
drons and other ornamentals plants, including two plant-hunting expeditions to the 
Himalaya; but, most of all, he wanted to have hands-on involvement in some way, be 
it at conferences, garden tours, or meetings.  And, a couple of years ago, when on a 
private visit to the Corrour Estate, a remote, bleak outpost on the desolate Rannoch 
Moor in the West Highlands; he summoned together all his strength and determina-
tion to walk the seven miles around Loch Ossian to see the historic rhododendron 
collection for himself, a collection located in dense woodland on the side of a moun-
tain some 1500ft above sea level.  He found the visit extremely rewarding, despite the 
after affects he had to overcome.  

The same determination came to the fore around eight years ago when a few of us 
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decided to take over the reins of the Harlow Carr Rhododendron, Camellia & Mag-
nolia Group, with the aim of breathing new life into a fifty year old organisation that 
was on the point of being closed down.  Ralph, although somewhat reluctantly at first, 
became our special events coordinator; however, we made it very clear to him that 
illness was not a bar to him taking up an active role on the committee.

Around three years ago he was overjoyed to be involved in the setting up and stag-
ing of a rhododendron show at the RHS Harlow Carr Garden in Harrogate.  Ralph 
and I went to the Hollies Garden on the north side of Leeds and, with the written 
permission of the Leeds City Council, we gathered rhododendrons to display at the 
show.  Ralph climbed the steep banks wielding his large pair of loppers and cut down 
a multitude of branches in flower, then proudly carried his huge pile of trophies back 
to the car in a large plastic crate.   We got some strange looks from members of the 
public, but that didn’t deter Ralph.  Back at Harlow Carr he then became involved in 
the preparation and display of the flowers on the show benches, happy as the day was 
long to be involved in organising something new.  These are but a couple of glimpses 
of the Ralph we all knew, ably supported in the background by his wife, Jenny.

After Ralph sold his construction company, then settled down in retirement around 
thirteen years ago, he continued to pursue a wide range of horticultural and sporting 
interests, which he tended to compartmentalise in a methodical way so he could keep 
tabs on everything that was going on around him.  He was a keen supporter of the 
activities of the Scottish Rhododendron Society, a regular visitor to the Annual Show, 
and participated in many garden tours over the years.  Ralph particularly enjoyed the 
garden tours, which gave him an opportunity to meet people, talk about his favourite 
plants and pick-up ideas to use in his own garden.  He retained a thirst for knowledge, 
which knew no bounds, and would happily become deeply engrossed in a discussion 
involving a wide range of subjects.  
 
Yes, we will remember Ralph.  His resolute determination to fight against his per-
sonal adversities was an inspiration to all those around him, in whatever interests he 
pursued in recent years.  Indeed, his garden at Pond Cottage is a testament to his all 
embracing devotion to a mission, a mission to achieve whatever goals he could in the 
time he was still with us.  
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Scottish Government: Plant Health Workshop: 18th 
March, 2014

Held at: Science and Advice for Scottish Agriculture (SASA), 
Roddinglaw, Edinburgh

John M. Hammond 

In his opening address, Paul Wheelhouse, Minister for Environment & Climate 
Change, and with responsibility for Plant Health, announced a number of proposed 
changes to Scotland’s approach in regard to handling Plant Health issues.  He began by 
noting a few of the bodies represented at the meeting and specifically mentioned the 
Scottish Rhododendron Society, which was one of only four ‘garden-based’ organisa-
tions who had been invited; the others being the R.B.G.E., G.B.S. and N.T.S.  The 
other bodies present were mainly Scottish Government departments involved with 
agricultural research including SKIRPID, together with DEFRA, Forestry Commis-
sion Scotland, organisations carrying out scientific research funded by government, 
N.F.U.S. and a few horticultural trades representatives. 

The Minister noted that Scotland has lost 7% of its forestry cover in a single year, as 
a result of the devastating effect of Phytophthora ramorum on Larch, particularly in 
the Galloway region where a completely new lineage of P. ramorum has been found 
and named as the EU2 strain.  This was a major concern.  [In response to my query, 
it was confirmed that this was an entirely different strain than that affecting the West 
Coast U.S.A.]  There was also a need to protect Scottish agriculture, as potatoes and 
soft fruit alone has a value of £551M per year to the Scottish economy, and it had 
been necessary for Scotland to unilaterally introduce measures to protect the potato 
industry from imported pests.  There is to be a new ‘Scottish Plant Health Strategy’, 
and a wide-ranging ‘Biosecurity Strategy’ is to be published shortly for the whole of 
the U.K. 

Plant Health responsibility was devolved some years ago by Central Government 
to departments in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.  Plant Health has 
been the poor relation in comparison with Animal Health, and this is to be addressed.  
Currently, the Plant Health portfolio is £61M, inclusive of research projects, and the 
Minister would welcome any evidence-based contributions to underline the impor-
tance of Plant Health requiring additional funding and resources.  
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The ‘TRACES’ database, which is used to monitor the movement of animals, is to 
be extended to cover the movement of plants.  Quarantine Stations are to be intro-
duced under Scottish Law at the ‘Borders’.  This is an interesting development, as the 
majority of imported plant material arrives in Britain via English ports.  Additionally, 
the Plant Passport System, currently used throughout the nursery and plant supply 
trades, is to be improved to cover Plant Health issues.

In November, 2012 the ‘Tree Health and Plant Biosecurity Task Force’ was set-up and 
has since come to its conclusions and has made the following eight recommendations 
that apply to all plants.  These recommendations are being taken forward (the com-
ments in brackets were given as an additional explanation during the presentation):

Develop a prioritised U.K. Plant Health Risk Register. 1. 
(The creation of the U.K. Plant Health Risk Register, DEFRA led, was 
launched in January 2014 and 658 pests, including organisms have already 
been added to the Register.  This figure does not include existing pests that 
are considered to be endemic.  A spreadsheet has been devised and priorities 
have already been established for action.) 
Appoint a U.K. Chief Plant Health Officer.  2. 

      (Nicola Spence has been appointed, takes up post in April, and was present 
at the workshop.)

Develop and implement preparedness and contingency planning.3. 
(A DEFRA project review is under way.)
Review, simplify and strengthen governance and legislation.4. 
(Recent outbreaks have led to more efficient co-operation.)
Improve the use of epidemiological intelligence from EU and elsewhere.5. 
(Continue working with IPPG and EPPO, and working with Third 
Countries.)
Strengthen biosecurity to reduce risks at UK Border and within the UK.6. 
(No ‘Personal use’ plant material to be permitted from outside the EU, either 
in baggage or by other means. 
A recent case was cited whereby a particularly problematic pest on a new 
Fuchsia cultivar was imported in personal baggage from New Zealand. )
Develop a modern, user-friendly system to access information.7. 
(A Plant Health ‘Centre of Expertise’ is to be set-up in Scotland.)
Address ‘Key’ skills shortages.8. 
(See study underway by Mark Walport on future needs for capability.)
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At the end of the morning session, whilst the Minister was still present, there was an 
opportunity to ask questions or to raise concerns.  I commented that presently there 
was no representation within the ‘Scottish Plant Health Forum’, which discusses Plant 
Health issues at the Scottish Government interface, for ‘garden-based’ organisations 
and specialist plant societies, who operate in the ‘real world’, to make an input, or to 
be updated on matters such as those being outlined at today’s workshop.  This lack 
of a ‘two-way street’ was a void that needed to be addressed.  At present there was 
no mechanism in-situ for the advice being given regarding Plant Health issues, or 
the decisions being taken, or the actions being stipulated, to be promulgated down to 
horticulturalists, gardeners and garden owners in the field.  Indeed, a look through the 
pages of ‘Scotland’s Gardens 2014’ and ‘The Yellow Book 2014’ will confirm there 
are hundreds and hundreds of gardens open to the public, many of which are as large 
as a NTS garden.  It was agreed that these comments were well made and would be 
taken on-board and discussed.  

The afternoon session was given over to reports on scientific and technical research 
work connected with Plant Health issues that is ongoing on both sides of the Scottish 
Border. 

There are an increasing number of pests and organisms affecting plants and trees, and 
these are an area of major concern, as indicated in the above commentary.  Reports 
carried in the gardening media publications, such as The Garden, only scrape the sur-
face of what clearly is a significantly larger problem.  Equally, there are a number of 
areas of concern arising from the implications contained in the biosecurity measures 
announced by the Minister, particularly for gardeners and specialist plant societies 
who have an interest in ornamental plants. 
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Tours and Conferences Programme for 2014 to 2016

This will be my last set of notes outlining the forthcoming events, as David Starck 
will be taking up the role of Chairman of the Tours & Meetings Sub-committee, aided 
by Gloria Starck who is continuing in the role of Co-ordinator for all our events.  
David & Gloria have organised the garden tour on the Sunday after the Annual Show 
and I trust you will give them your support.  I will be continuing as a member of the 
Sub-committee to assist in the background with the long-term planning of events. 

2014 Joint R.S.C.G. & S.R.S. Autumn Conference
Lochinch Castle, Nr. Stranraer, Dumfries-shire & Galloway 
Theme: ‘Identification and Cultivation of Rhododendrons, Conifers and 
Companion Plants’ 
Saturday 4th – Sunday 5th October, 2014 
You are invited to join us on Scotland’s South-west Coast for what will be a most 
interesting Autumn Conference.  We are currently working with the Countess of 
Stair to arrange the use of a venue on Saturday in the grounds of Castle Kennedy 
& Lochinch Gardens.  There will be an after-dinner speaker on Saturday evening 
at the hotel.  On Sunday a programme of garden visits is planned.  The Portpatrick 
Hotel, near Stranraer, has offered an advantageous rate for Evening Dinner, Bed & 
Breakfast for two nights. 
Saturday, 4th October: Morning & Afternoon Programme: 
Our opening speaker is Richard Baines, Curator of Logan B.G., with a presentation 
entitled ‘Logan Botanic Garden: Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow’.  Richard will 
showcase a range of plants and suggest some that would do well in your garden.   
Ian Douglas has carried out measurements for ‘The Tree Register’ and has a 
particular interest in conifers.  Ian will provide some useful advice in ‘A Guide to 
the Identification of Conifers and Suggested Species to grow in Your Garden’. 
Immediately after Lunch we will be entertained by our duo of auctioneers, John Roy 
and Ian Sinclair, who will have an eclectic range of plants to auction to raise funds 
for the R.S.C.G. propagation project; following which, Dr. David Chamberlain will 
present ‘A Guide to the Identification of Rhododendron Species’.  David will provide 
an insight in regard to the characteristics to look for in determining the identification 
of various species.  After a short break for tea/coffee, David will take the delegates 
on a tour of part of the gardens and will demonstrate some of the aspects covered in 
his presentation.  
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Saturday, 4th October: Evening Dinner 
An Evening Dinner is being planned at the Portpatrick Hotel, following which we 
have invited Dr. George Argent to entertain us with his adventures in tropical locations 
in, ‘A Lifetime Collecting Plants’   
Sunday, 5th October: Morning & Afternoon Programme of Garden Tours
We have arranged a morning visit to Logan Botanic Garden, when its Curator, 
Richard Baines, will lead the conducted tour of the garden.  We will then travel to 
Threave Garden for Lunch, 1 mile west of Castle Douglas, which has a restaurant that 
provides both snacks and meals.  After Lunch we will continue eastwards to Colvend, 
near Dalbeattie to visit Barnhourie Mill Garden where the Group has requested 
a conducted tour lead by Jim Sorbie, who chairs the Barnhourie Mill Trust.  The 
Conference will conclude after this visit and it is less than a one hour drive to the M6 
Junction at Gretna or M74 at Moffat.   

2015 Spring Tour Programme:  
Tour of the Gardens of Cornwall  
Tuesday 21st April – Sunday 26th April, 2015
Outline planning for this Tour has been completed.  By the time you are reading 
these notes the arrangements for the garden visits will be will be in hand, and we are 
aiming to visit around 14 gardens; including several private gardens that we have not 
previously visited.  An outline Itinerary and Booking details will be circulated later 
this year.  

2015 Joint R.S.C.G. & S.R.S. Autumn Conference:
Venue: To be arranged
Theme & Speakers: To be arranged
Saturday 3rd – Sunday 4th October, 2015
Planning is scheduled to commence shortly.

2016 Spring Tour Programme:
Tour of the Gardens of Cheshire, Staffordshire & Shropshire
Wednesday 11th – Sunday 15th May, 2016
Outline planning for this Tour has been completed and we are aiming to visit a really 
interesting selection of mainly private gardens.  Detailed planning will commence in 
due course. 

John M. Hammond
Chairman, Tours & Meetings Sub-committee
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Committee Members
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President: John Hammond 
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Hon. Vice Presidents: George Argent, Sir Ilay Campbell, David Chamberlain, Peter 
Cox
Hon. Secretary: Katrina Clow
Treasurer: Colin Whitehead
Tours & Visits Manager: David Starck

Other Committee Members:
Past President: David Starck
Hon. Publications Editor: John Roy
Publications Manager: Matt Heasman
Shows Manager: Ian Sinclair 
Membership Secretary: Helen Kessell 
Technical Director: Scott Cook
Tours & Meetings Co-ordinator: Gloria Starck
Advertising Manager: Philip Rankin

Directors:
Rick Potter
Ian Douglas

President: John Hammond, The Three Chimneys, 12 Cockey Moor Road, Starling, 
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Email: hammondsrhodies@supanet.com

Hon. Secretary: Katrina Clow, Townend of Kirkwood, Stewarton, Ayrshire, KA3 3EW.
Tel: 01560 483826 
Email: katrina@kclow.fsnet.co.uk

Treasurer: Colin Whitehead, 21 Laverockdale Park, Edinburgh, EH13 0QE.
Tel: 0131 4415036
Email: colin.whitehead21@gmail.com
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Magnolia ‘Felix Jury’ at The Hutts Himalayan Garden, Grewelthorpe




