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Editor’s Edicts

Most rhododendron lovers would agree it was a superb flowering season 
in spring 2009. I can think of several that flowered in my garden for the 
first time. This includes R. ludlowii which I collected as seed in 2002 in 
Arunachal Pradesh, in north east India. (Picture on the front cover).

This species has sired many beautiful hybrids from Glendoick, the most 
well known probably Rhododendron ‘Curlew’. R. ludlowii was first found 
by plant explorers Ludlow & Sherriff in the 1930s. Their collection has 
proved difficult, but I am growing this in a raised bed in our wet west of 
Scotland climate, and it is thriving.

That 2002 trip was at the end of October – beginning of November. It has 
been an ambition of mine to visit the area again, but in spring, so I could 
see the flowers. 2009 was the year, and Hartwig Schepker, curator of the 
Bremen Rhododendron Park and member of the German Rhododendron 
Society accompanied me. More from both of us in future publications, 
but it was a fantastic trip, with many rare and unknown species from 
various genera.

You will have noticed a lack of a Spring Review this year. The reason 
being, I was engrossed in producing the proceedings of the 2008 
Conference at RBGE. This publication has proved to be a mammoth task, 
and I apologise for missing the regular SRS publication. As a bonus, this 
review is a bumper edition, and in the winter, all SRS members, plus all 
those outside our society who were at the RBGE Conference, will receive 
a copy of the conference proceedings. Next year things should settle back 
down to a routine of spring and summer reviews and a winter yearbook.

As a result of my own travels, I missed the spring tour, but it was a huge 
success, and thanks to all concerned. Garden write-ups on the tour appear 
in this Review, as well as write-ups on the post show tour. Sincere thanks 
to everyone who has helped produce this review by sending in articles 
and pictures.

John Roy
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President’s Perambulations

Well here I am again sitting in front of the computer wondering what to 
say! Alright, it’s the beginning of July and the weather is hot and humid 
and to be quite candid – HORRIBLE, however the last couple of weeks 
has been good for drying the ground out and I have managed to get a 
fair amount done. A stand of a dozen or so seedling sycamores have 
been felled, logged and stumps ground out, the logs have been given 
away, an area of the “stump field” has been cleared and thirty or so sitka 
spruce stumps ground out and joy, planting has recommenced. Proposed 
machinery movement has necessitated the building of a new bridge across 
the burn and this is well in hand, however enough about Ordha Coille, but 
let me just say that the “mouse” is well on with eating the “elephant” and 
remember that there is an open invitation to visit to see for yourselves but 
please phone to check first.

What else to say? Oh yes, Arduaine Garden and the NTS saga, let me 
assure you that Arduaine is still with us and OPEN, the furore created by 
the NTS announcement, the work of the Arduaine Garden Action Group 
(AGAG) with its petition and two large donations to the NTS have ensured 
a “stay of execution” for a year. There is now time for fundraising to 
swing in to action in order to set up an endowment to ensure the security 
of the garden’s future but more about that some other time.

The Annual Show was moved away from Oban to Gargunnock this year, 
an action necessitated by the west coast Phytopthera problem and was 
a great success thanks in no small part to Willie Campbell. As I said in 
my October ramblings, I thought that this would be an excellent year for 
rhododendron bloom and I have not been disappointed and in addition, 
here plant growth has been exceptional.

The Spring Tour to East Anglia was exceptional, thank you John 
Hammond. Once again you came up trumps, the reports of the garden 
visits appear elsewhere in this copy of The Review. The Autumn visit is 
well in hand and I look forward to seeing some of you again in September. 
The 2010 Spring tour is well in hand and those of you who registered an 
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interest will be receiving more information soon, in fact by the time you 
read this you may have already have received a form asking for your 
preferred route from the U.K. to Belgium, if you have not replied please 
do as it is critical to John’s planning.

Well I guess that’s it for now, happy gardening and may all your weeds 
be little ones!

David Starck

Secretary’s Scribbles

It has been a wet spell of weather here at Gargunnock however it’s given 
me the opportunity to plant more rhododendrons and azaleas. I have been 
growing from seed now for the last seven years and many of my original 
seedlings are now flowering. We still have some late flowering hybrids 
R. ‘Polar Bear’ and R. ‘Azor’ and the species R. auriculatum is also in 
full flower. 

What a great flowering season this has been, the rhododendron show at 
Gargunnock was bursting full with super trusses, and some of the single 
truss classes had 20 plus exhibits. Ian Sinclair and Alan Clark, our show 
judges, had great difficulty in determining many of the class winners. The 
Show was well attended and well worthy of the title “Scotland’s National 
Rhododendron Show”. Still the best in the UK, some say!

We moved the show this year to Gargunnock from its traditional home 
in the Corran Halls in Oban, due to the Phytophthora problems that has 
affected many of our finest west coast gardens. This means that no plant 
material can leave the garden even for exhibition purposes. It made sense 
to the show committee to bring the show to a venue in the central belt 
rather than exhibitors travelling to Oban. With some relief the show was 
staged and the hall was awash with flowers and fragrance.

The show committee would like to thank all the exhibitors, helpers and 
to those who donated plants to the plant stall, thus making the show a 



5

success both on the benches and financially.

You will note from the Minutes of the AGM that the membership 
subscriptions for the SRS are being again held at £15.00 for individual and 
£18.00 for family membership, no mean feat in these days of recession. 
However the ARS subscription may go up quite considerably, due to 
increase in the ARS subs and the dollar/pound exchange rates. Members 
who take out an ARS subscription will have the SRS part protected. This 
will mean the SRS get £15.00 and £18.00 respectively whatever and the 
costs of the ARS membership. The total subscription will be costed prior 
to the subscriptions coming out at the end of the year.

Also at the AGM your committee introduced a recommendation that we 
amend the constitution, altering the clause “that committee members 
stand for term of three years with the option of continuing for another 
three year term making six” then standing down from the committee. If 
this clause were implemented most of the current officers, coming to the 
end of their two terms, would come off the committee and all continuity 
would be lost. A resolution was passed at the AGM that the present 
committee to continue until 2010 and then the committee will present an 
amendment to change to the constitution at next years AGM. Please get 
in touch with me if you have any comments or suggestion as to how these 
changes could be effected.

Your Society again had a promotional stand with the Specialists 
Societies area at Gardening Scotland, Ingliston 2009. The stand was 
busy as usual with questions from the general public on diseases that 
affect rhododendrons and of course about the invasive Rhododendron 
ponticum. We thank all the members who manned the stand during the 3 
days, especially when many of the show committee were absent, trekking 
in India and China.

Your tours committee have been hard at work again for next year. They 
have organised a tour to the best “Gardens of Belgium”. Peter Cox took 
great delight in reviewing all the gardens we are to visit. Please contact 
Gloria Starck for details. Watch out for a weekend trip to Gardens in 
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Central Scotland after this year’s show.

Two other interesting conferences The German Rhododendron Society’s 
75th Anniversary in Bremen starting 18th May 2010: for details contact 
John Roy. and Rhododendrons in Australia, Golden Jubilee Conference 
held in Victoria, Australia starting 17th October 2010: contact Willie 
Campbell for details. Both these conferences have extensive garden tours 
associated with them.

As usual the committee would always welcome any suggestions to improve 
the way your Society functions, operates our practical workshops, our 
tours, the shows and publications, we want to hear from you.

We especially would like to welcome the following new members 
to the Society and hope they will enjoy the fellowship of likeminded 
rhodoholics

Peter Fothergill, Troutbeck, Windermere Cumbria.
Margaret O’Gorman, Thornhill, by Stirling.
Jodi Simpson, Head Gardener, Braco Castle, Dunblane, by Stirling.
Gavin Stewart, Bethesda, Gwynedd, Wales
John and Enid May, Girvan, Ayrshire. 

Willie Campbell
Hon. Secretary
01786 860392 or Email: william.campbellwj@btinternet.com
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Minutes of the Twenty-Sixth Annual General 
Meeting of the Scottish Chapter of the American 

Rhododendron Society
Held in “The Village Hall”, Gargunnock, Stirling 

on Saturday, 25th April 2009

The Meeting commenced at 14.30 hrs and the President, David N. Starck 
was in the Chair and 29 members of the Society attended the meeting.

Apologies for Absence: Apologies for absence had been received from 
Peter Cox, John & Mary Ducker, Kathleen & Peter Ferguson, John & 
Margaret Hammond, Tessa Knott, Camber Trott, David Younger, Mike 
& Sue Thornley.

Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting: The Minutes of the 
Twenty-Fifth Annual General Meeting held at the Gallery, Benmore 
Argyll on Saturday 11th October 2008 had already been printed in the 
Winter Review and were taken as read. John Roy and seconded by Ian 
Douglas proposed that the Minutes be accepted and this was unanimously 
agreed.

Matters Arising: None

Presidents Remarks: The President opened by welcoming the members 
to the AGM and the Annual Show being held at Gargunnock Village 
Hall. The president was pleased to see the wonderful entry to the show 
and thanked the various contributions from members near and far.

The President explained to the meeting that a full discussion on Arduaine 
position would come under any other business at the end.

Hon. Secretary’s Report: 
Gift aid – Gift Aid now makes a considerable contribution to the Society’s 
coffers, this year some £1039.
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Insurance –Insurance cover is now provided by RHS Affiliated Societies 
covering Public Liability and Insurance on Trophies. This represents a 
saving of £300.00 per annum.

RHS Affiliated Societies – Your society remains a member at a cost of 
£29.00 per annum.

Hon. Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer circulated and referred to the 
Preliminary Balance Sheet Year-ended 30th September 2008 and explained 
all the relevant income and expenditure details as recorded.

The Trading Accounts to date were as follows:

SRS Account:
Income  £10460 Expenditure  £12478
Current Bank Balance   £6,484

Rhodo 2008 Account: 
Current Bank Balance  £7796

The Treasurer indicated at this period in the annual cycle of the SRS year, 
it was normal for the income to be less than expenditure as the annual 
subscriptions were not due till the end of the year. The Treasurers believed 
that the overall position of the Society’s finances remained healthy.

The Treasurer talked briefly on the Rhodo 2008 account explaining that 
at present with no debtors outstanding the bank balance was at £7796.00 
and any surplus would eventually transferred into the main SRS account. 
Much of these monies will be used to produce the conference proceedings 
and yearbook later this summer.

The Treasurer asked the meeting to approve the Preliminary Balance Sheet 
for the SRS Accounts 2007- 2008 as presented and  this was unanimously 
approved.

Subscription Rates: - The Treasurer indicated that the Officers and 
Directors of the Society recommend the SRS subscriptions would 
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remain at £15.00 for Individual membership and £18.00 for a Family 
membership. The Treasurer pointed out that subscription rates have been 
held for the last 6 years.

The Treasurer also explained that the committee recognised that the 
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Membership Secretary Report: Helen Kessell reported that the 
membership had dropped slightly to around 230 members in all the 
categories. Members drop out for various reasons, death, leaving a garden 
or just losing interested after joining at say Gardening Scotland. 

Helen introduced the subject of emailing the membership reminders to the 
members, and after some discussion it was agreed that UK members would 
still get postal reminders but overseas members would be emailed.

Election of Committee Members: The Secretary outlined the Committee 
recommendation to change the by-laws of the Society requiring the 
termination of an individual’s service to the Society after six years service 
(2 terms of three years). 

These recommendations were aimed at providing an enhanced level of 
continuity and stability within the executive and committee of the Society. 
The Secretary gave the example by stating that most of the present officers 
and committee would not be serving the Society after the next AGM.

Meantime it was proposed that the process of rotation of both officers 
and committee be postponed for the year 2009 whilst amendments to 
the by-laws be formulated and placed on the agenda and before the 
Membership at the next AGM. John Roy seconded by Matt Heasman 
proposed that the committee recommendation be accepted and this was 
agreed unanimously. 

Visits & Meetings Programme: While John Hammond was not available 
to give a tours update, the 2009 tour to East Anglia Gardens was proving 
popular with some 18 members signed up.

Because of the show being held at Gargunnock visits next day would now 
be to Sandy Stewart’s Garden at Ardvorlich and Touch Estate Gardens 
just outside Stirling.

The Autumn Conference this year would be centred at Osberton Nurseries, 
in the Midlands owned by one of our members Penny Murch. This would 
give more of our members south of the border better access to attend the 
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conference and weekend visits.

2010 – The proposed tour of Belgium was being assessed with some 12 
gardens identified; the tour would be by coach, operated by Brightwater 
Tours who has a lot of experience in conducting tours of this magnitude. 
Details of the trip would be forwarded to interested parties.

Newsletter, Yearbook and Website: John Roy explained that this current 
Yearbook would also contain the conference proceedings and would come 
out later on this summer. John hoped to produce a Summer Newsletter 
before the Yearbook.

John Roy reminded members that articles, reports, new features and fresh 
ideas were always needed to keep up the standard of our publications. 
John explained to the meeting that advertising in the publications helped 
meet the costs of more colour pages, so if anyone would like to advertise 
or even sponsor the publications, please contact Philip Rankin.

Matt Heasman our publications manager confirmed that he had no 
problems in the printing and distribution and was happy to continue 
stuffing envelopes for another year.

Seed Exchange report: Willie Campbell ran the seed exchange this year 
and your Society purchased a share of Keith Rushforth’s trip to Arunachal 
Pradesh with some good lots of seed. Last years seed was also offered at 
a reduced price and although we did not make a huge profit from the seed 
exchange this year, it is always regarded as a service to our members and 
it paid its way.

Technical Directors Report: Janet Gibson read out a report submitted 
to the meeting by Mike Thornley. Mike explained that the remit for 
the Technical Director had been agreed at the committee meeting in 
February.

A report has already submitted to the committee on both Phytophthora 
ramorum and P.kernoviae with many recommendations. These would be 
published in the summer newsletter.
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Mike also explained in his report that a meeting had been held with Liz 
Poulsom the appointed Rhododendron Control Officer for mainland 
Argyll and the Loch Lomand and Trossachs National Park. The issues 
discussed were Phytophthora, development of a Rhododendron ponticum 
identification system, possible SRS assistance in identifying vulnerable 
rhododendrons plantings and plants, grants for clearance work, advice 
on replanting and the all important exchange of information and contacts 
with the Forestry Commission staff.

Liz Poulsom will submit a note on her work to the editor for inclusion in 
the summer newsletter.

Mike’s overriding thought was that the work of the Rhododendron Control 
Officer would be seriously constrained by - a) the scale of the problem 
and b) the limited resources to tackle the problem.

Mike will now look at the problem of soft scale and would welcome 
members contributions as to the size and spread of the problems 
throughout the UK. 

Stephen Fox commented that the National Trust for England and Wales 
were overwhelmed by the enormity of the Rhododendron ponticum 
problem and were finding it impossible to eradicate with current funding 
constraints.

Any other business:

1) Arduaine – the chairman asked Rick Potter to outline the current work 
of the Arduaine Action Group.

Rick explained that the first priority of the group was to keep the garden 
open, at least till the end of the season. The NTS has had more emails 
and letters about Arduaine than any other site threatened with closure. It 
was explained to the members that the main NTS problem is funding, the 
garden is losing some £70k per annum and with no endowment, cash was 
the major problem.
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The action group have on going petitions and would ask members of the 
SRS to sign these and also lobby the NTS by emailing them. The group 
were not asking for money yet although a fighting fund account had been 
opened.

The question as to how the SRS could help, suggestions of volunteer 
help could be made, and work parties set up over weekend on special 
tasks. Ian Sinclair stated that Arduaine is a world class garden and only 
professional gardeners could keep it up to these standards.

Other members stated they were appalled that the NTS had taken closure 
decisions without asking the NTS membership and asked that the SRS 
condemn any threat of closure of the gardens at Arduaine.

After a long and interesting discussion, the President summed up by 
stating the SRS would support the Action Group and will wait to see 
the outcome of planned meetings over the next few weeks before taking 
further action.

2) The President introduced a new book, a Kew Handbook on species 
rhododendron offering members of the SRS at a discounted price of 
£35.00 plus postage.

3) Eric Annal asked if there would be any plant restrictions at Gardening 
Scotland, to which the answer was given as no, unless the Garden was 
known to have any disease problems. 

 
There being no further business the President declared the Meeting closed 
at 15.45 hrs.

  ----------------------------------David N. Starck, President.
  ----------------------William J. Campbell, Hon Secretary.
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SRS Annual Show – Saturday 25th April 2009
Gargunnock Village Hall

Gloria Starck

Much has happened in the rhododendron world since our last Show in 
2007.  2008 was the year of the SRS Silver Jubilee, which was celebrated 
by our Conference at Edinburgh Royal Botanic Garden.  It was decided 
to have a rhododendron display rather than a full show, with the Botanic 
Garden and Glendoick providing most of the plant material.  This was 
a great success with visitors both from the Conference attendees and 
members of the public.  It was very hot that week and our display team 
had to work very hard to keep the plant material in good condition for the 
2 days the display was open to the public.

Over the past couple of years many of you will have heard about 
Phytophthora, a disease which attacks and kills various species of trees 
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and shrubs including Rhododendron.  This disease is becoming a problem 
on the West Coast of Scotland in the larger gardens, where a keen eye is 
being kept on the health of plant material.  Smaller gardens may well have 
Phytophthora but without expert knowledge it is difficult to diagnose, and 
may go unnoticed except for the occasional plant dying.  However, when 
it is diagnosed in a garden, plant material cannot be removed from there 
until the garden is clear of the disease, and as many of the gardens on the 
west coast have Phytophthera at the moment, and these are the gardens 
that have been the main exhibitors at the Oban Show, it was decided that 
the SRS would move its Show to another location for 2009.  The decision 
to move the Show was made quite late in the organisational process, and 
our Show Sub-Committee worked a few miracles to get the Show moved 
to Gargunnock at short notice.  This decision had some good outcomes, 
one of which is that it allowed members from different parts of Scotland 
to enter the Show.

Our Show Sub-Committee set the show up with tables, cloths, class labels 
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etc. on the Friday morning, as entrants can start displaying their material 
on Friday afternoon and evening, as well as on Saturday morning.  When 
this starts it tends to look like mayhem has broken out, but it is in fact 
organised chaos!  Gargunnock Village Hall is considerably smaller 
than the Corran Halls in Oban, but we had not thought this would be 
a problem as we had anticipated that entries would be much down on 
previous events.  However, the gardens in the area did us proud and the 
entries easily filled the space and by judging time on Saturday the hall was 
packed with exhibits and looked fantastic, and the scent was gorgeous.

Our judges for this year were Alan Clark and Ian Sinclair.  The stewards 
to the judges where Janet Gibson, John Roy and myself.  I have always 
said that this is one of the most interesting jobs I do for the Society.  I 
get to hear all the odd comments and pick up tips on what the judges are 
looking for.
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The species classes are judged first and there were many great entries 
this year.  In addition to first, second and third in some classes the entries 
were so good we had many highly commended entries.  In Class 23 we 
had a mystery plant which, I am told was definitely not a rhododendron, 
but our judges were at a loss to decide what it was.  Glendoick did very 
well in the species section and they also won the Best Species in Show 
with their Rhododendron sinofalconeri.

When it came to the hybrid section there were a huge number of gorgeous 
entries, and the highly commended award was again used many times.  
The award for the Best Hybrid in Show went to John Roy for his 
Rhododendron ‘Loderi King George’.

Our judges are also asked to judge the SRS Wildlife Photo Competition, 
which has sections for rhododendron portraits, other plant portraits and 
animal portraits.  This year we had a large entry for the competition so there 
was much debate about the best print in the show, but the award eventually 
went to John Roy for his portrait of Rhododendron floccigerum.
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Here is a list of the winners with details of the criteria for winning each 
cup.

The Killarden Trophy – For the winner of Class 1 Glendoick
The George Sherriff Cup – For the most points in Section 1 
Glendoick
The Sir John Stirling Maxwell Trophy – For the best species in the 
show grown in the open Glendoick Rhododendron sinofalconeri
The Harry Fairburn Cup – For the most points in restricted Classes 38 
– 41 Liz Petrie
The David Stuart Cup – For the best species or hybrid exhibited in 
Classes 38 – 41 Philip Rankin Rhododendron ‘Loderi’
The John Hammond Cup – For the most points in the species and hybrid 
Azalea Classes (25, 34, 35) Glendoick
The Argyll & Bute Trophy – For the most points in all Classes grown in 
an Argyll & Bute garden John Roy
The Scottish Rhododendron Society Cup – For the best hybrid in the 
Show John Roy Rhododendron ‘Loderi King George’
The Keyline Cup – For the most points in all Classes grown in a garden 
of up to an acre Chip Lima
The Marlene Storah Cup – For the most points in restricted Section 5 
(Classes 42 – 45) John Roy
The Mervyn Kessell Cup – For the most points in Classes 42 and 43 
John Roy
The Wild Argyll Cup – For the best photographic print in the Show 
John Roy
  
As you can see from the above table John Roy, the Editor of this wonderful 
publication, did very well at the Show.  I think he should be asked to write 
an article on how to win cups at the Annual Show.  I hope he is keeping 
his awards well polished.

Bearing in mind we had moved the Show halfway across Scotland we had 
a very busy time with visitors from the local area as well as those who 
regularly travel to the Show from all over the UK.  Plant sales went very 
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well, I know we brought quite a few rhododendrons and other companion 
plants home with us.

When the show closes we all move into a now well rehearsed disassembling 
routine.  It is a shame when you see all the beautiful blossoms going into 
the shredder, but it cannot be helped, although some blossoms in good 
condition are rescued and are seen disappearing into various cars.  I’m 
not sure whether this is just for decoration at home or for taking cuttings.  
This year all the shredded material was destroyed to avoid any possibility 
of spreading Phytophthora to any more gardens.

Well folks, I think that is all for this year.  I’m not sure where next year’s 
Show will be held, but it will be well publicised, so if you have not been 
before or have not attended for some years, please come and see us in 
2010.  Bring your exhibits with you even if you have never entered 
before.  Help is always available.

Pictures of the show by John Roy

Reports of the Post Show Gardens Tour follow
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Ardvorlich

Stephen Fox

Ardvorlich is situated on the south side of Loch Earn and has, for many 
years been the home of the Stewart family.  We were given a warm 
welcome, with hot drinks and biscuits, by the present owner Sandy 
Stewart who then accompanied us on a tour of the garden.  

The garden is laid out on a hillside facing the house and is divided into 
two by a stream.  The west bank was planted by Sandy’s father and the 
east bank later by Sandy himself.  There is a corresponding difference in 
the maturity if the plants, which are chiefly rhododendrons.  The hillside 
is steep and the visitor must climb some 200 yards before reaching the 
lower entrance of the west bank.  Each half has a high road and a road 
lower into the valley.  We traversed all four paths, crossing the stream by 
bridges.
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There was an excellent show of flowers, mainly species but with many 
high quality hybrids also.  Notable rhododendon species were R. niveum, 
R. davidsonianum, R. augustinii, R. hyperythrum, R. keysii, R. wardii, a 
deep red R. ochraceum and the rare R. searsiae. An interesting hybrid 
was R. viridescens x R. lutescens, covered with yellow flowers and barely 
distinguishable from R. ambiguum. 

Sandy visits his garden most days, which, apart from the obvious delights, 
keeps him in trim physically.

Pictures of Ardvorlich by John Roy
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Touch House 

Brian Moss

Following lunch at Dobbie’s Garden Centre, we drove to Touch House, 
Angus Watson’s property, near Stirling. Touch House is situated alongside 
the carse or marshland that extends all the way to Gargunnock, although 
the land has long since been drained to provide grazing pasture. The 
rain that had threatened at Ardvorlich during the morning had cleared 
away, so we set off to see the delights of Touch House reasonably 
confident of not getting a soaking. We soon passed some fine English 
yews, one tree having a large basal cavity cleaned out and filled with 
concrete, not a recommended practice these days as it is impossible 
to monitor the progress of further decay. Attention was then drawn to 
a nice Rhododendron ‘Loder’s White’. Nearby, were free flowering R. 
neriiflorum and R. haematodes with particularly good indumentum.

There was very little evidence of native woodland trees in the garden 
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with the tree 
cover made up 
of exotic species. 
The owner had 
a p p a r e n t l y 
removed some 
wind shelter from 
part of the garden 
with half a dozen 
M e t a s e q u o i a 
badly wind 
shorn as a result, 
although beneath 
the conifers was 
a fine young 
Rhododendron 
thomsonii, with 
good clean foliage. 
This species and 
most of the R. 
c i n n a b a r i n u m 
hybrids are 
badly affected 
by powdery 
mildew with us in 
Cornwall. Unlike 

Ardvorlich, Touch 
House was generally more formal with areas of neatly clipped lawns. 
These contained numerous young specimen trees, in particular a great 
broad mound of Acer palmatum ‘Atropurpureum’ and a dozen Betula 
utilis strangely planted in two straight rows. After passing R. augustinii 
‘Electra’, we spotted R. wardii. Considerable time was spent mulling over 
whether it was a hybrid, and was there R. ‘Nancy Evans’ popping up in 
the background? Part of the walled garden had obviously collapsed and 
the owner had recently had the whole thing rebuilt. I thought immediately 
of Willie Campbell who has the same problem at Gargunnock.
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Further on we found a nice young plant of Rhododendron ‘Loderi’ but 
could not make up our minds whether it was ‘Gamechick’ or ‘Venus’ 
but there was no doubt about the R. pachysanthum that had just finished 
flowering but had fine orangey indumentum. Kenneth Cox had entered R. 
sanguineum spp. sanguineum var. haemaleum in the show the day before 
and this variety was spotted, with its incredibly dark crimson black flowers. 
Magnolias are, I’m told, not usually a feature of Scottish gardens, although 
M. stellata and M. x soulangeana were seen, sheltering in a corner of the 
walled garden. As we left the garden, I noticed a good sized specimen of 
the dwarf balsam fir (Abies balsamea) which Marlene Storah confirmed, 

by bruising some 
foliage. The fir was 
vying for space 
with a R. ‘Carmen’ 
and succeeding.

We all returned to 
the car park and 
before departing, 
John Roy proposed 
a vote of thanks to 
Willie Campbell 
who, we all 
agreed, had done 
a splendid job in 
arranging the visits 
to Ardvorlich and 
Touch, making for 
a most enjoyable 
day. The car park 
resounded to well 
deserved applause 
from all members 
present.

Pictures of Touch by John Roy
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Rhododendron concinnoides

Stephen Fox

Those interested in growing rhododendrons from seed may easily have 
failed to notice in the SRS seed-list a collection by Keith Rushforth of 
Rhododendron concinnoides (KR 8511).  This is a “long lost” species 
from Mishmi Country in the east of Arunachal Pradesh.  

The first collection was made on the 24th August, 1928 by Frank Kingdon 
Ward in the Delei Valley at 10,000 to 11,000 ft (KW 8678).  Ward’s field-
note says: “Now in bud.  Flowers throughout late September and well 
into October. Corolla: pale purplish pink with dark spots”.  There is a 
cross-reference to a similar collection (KW 8227), under which there is 
the additional information: “An epiphyte.  Truss 2-3 flowered”.

Ward’s preliminary identification of this plant in subsection Maddenia, 
was amended to subsection Triflora and, as some resemblance to 
Rhododendron concinnum was seen, it was named R. concinnoides.

The plant was soon lost to cultivation and further consideration of its 
status was apparently deferred until the Edinburgh revision of lepidote 
rhododendrons in 1980.  From this it is seen that there are significant 
differences between Rhododendron concinnum and R. concinnoides: 
the geographical location, the epiphytic habit and above all the autumn-
flowering. However, except in colour, the plant does correspond very 
closely with the yellow R. monanthum.  Accordingly Cullen classified 
it in subsection Monantha, and there seems a good prospect of its being 
lumped with R. monanthum at some future date.

The reintroduction of this species into cultivation was made possible by 
the recent opening up of Arunachal Pradesh to plantsmen and others.

The plant may prove to be a little tender but its autumn flowering 
properties make it of considerable interest to plant-breeders. 
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Ralph Millward

I was pleased to see Stephen Fox’s article on Rhododendron concinnoides. 
I was with Keith Rushforth when we found it and collected seed. We were 
re-tracing Frank Kingdon Ward’s expedition of 1928 in the Delei valley 
in the East of Arunachal Pradesh. We had climbed the Western side of the 
valley whereas K.W. had spent most, if not all of his time on the Eastern 
flank. The seed was collected on the 2nd October 2006 whilst the plant 
was in full flower. The previous year’s seed was collected, at an altitude 
of approximately 3050m (just over 10,000ft.) 

The plant is not attractive and was growing epiphytically, as K.W. 
describes it, some 4 metres up the bole of a tree. This is an area of very 
heavy rainfall and low cloud persisted for the whole time we were there.

We were quite excited to have collected this, and although on my return 
it germinated quite easily I soon lost the seedlings. I suspect they need 
mist or fog, and to be grown on sphagnum moss with a closely controlled 
environment, (something I don’t have).

I do hope someone manages to successfully flower it, as there are obvious 
advantages for hybridists, as Stephen says.

Rhododendron 
concinnoides 
growing wild 
in Arunachal 
Pradesh

Picture 
by Ralph 
Millward
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Ken Cox

I collected this species for 
the first time in 2005 and 
we have it well established 
at Glendoick. It is not easy 
to keep over winter, but 
I have rooted about 40 
cuttings.

We saw it in flower in the 
wild and there is a picture 
attached taken by Hartwig 
Schepker.

I would not agree with 
Stephen Fox’s comments 
that it may be lumped 
with some other species. 
Rhododendron kasoense 
and R. monanthum are 
quite distinct.

Picture by Hartwig Schepker

I would take all Cullen’s comments with a pinch of salt as (a) he had 
terrible specimens to work from (I looked at them all) and (b) he had no 
field evidence to work from.

Rhododendron flavantherum and R. kasoense are probably synonymous 
though. I cannot see any significant difference. We have another 
subsection Monantha species with white flowers which is new, collected 
on the Dulong, by Steve Hootman.

Hot News:
Peter Cox reports “We are about to flower it in cultivation for the first 
time”
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Phytophthora ramorum and Phytophthora 
kernoviae

Mike Thornley (Technical Director)

Present position
In Scotland, at May 2009, there were 21 identified outbreak sites of 
Phytophthora ramorum, 3 identified sites with P. kernoviae, and 1 site 
with both. The outbreak sites are defined as 3km zones. Within the 3km 
zones there is often more than one location, or garden, where outbreaks 
have been identified. Within separate locations, and gardens, numbers of 
plants may have the diseases. Thus the total numbers of plants affected 
are far greater than the number of outbreak sites. 

These diseases are caused by fungus like pathogens that are spread 
by water, for instance wind blown rain. Other methods of transfer are 
described below. The outbreaks vary from a few plants, to wider areas 
where it is proving difficult to eradicate the disease.  West coast gardens, 
well known for their collections of rhododendrons, and a botanic garden, 
are affected. In 2008 there were also 6 individual identified outbreaks in 
6 separate nurseries and garden centres.

Consultation by the Scottish Government
The Scottish Government initiated a consultation on the future management 
of risks from Phytophthora ramorum and P. kernoviae, which closed in 
October 2008. Views were sought on 3 options
Option 1: to meet EU requirements, removing all controls on P. ramorum, 
other than maintaining the ban on the movement of infected plants to 
other countries.
Option 2: increased activity aimed at eradicating the disease by the removal 
of sporulating host plants in woodlands and enhanced containment and 
eradication in infected gardens and nurseries.
Option 3: holding option with the continuing present level of inspections 
and containment, gathering further information for 2 years.
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Responses were received from 21 organisations and from 2 individuals, 
19 of whom favoured Option 2: increased activity. Eight months on the 
Scottish Government is still considering how to implement Option 2. 
Advice from DEFRA, based on the experiences in England, is that the 
problem should be hit hard now, and this is he policy that has been adopted 
south of the border. But in Scotland there are difficulties in identifying the 
necessary funding to do so, particularly in relation to the underestimate of 
the likely amount of clearance in woodlands, of R. ponticum, implicit in 
the preferred option. It should be appreciated that, if Option 2 is adopted, 
increased containment and eradication measures in gardens could impact 
adversely on collections of rhododendrons.

It is recommended, in the event of Option 2 being implemented, that a 
representative of the SRS meets with the relevant person in the Scottish 
Government to seek clarification on how infected sites are to be defined, 
the rules that determine which plants are to be removed and not removed 
within infected sites, and the monitoring regimes to be adopted. However 
the main concern at present is that the Scottish Government has failed to 
take any increased action to safeguard either the indigenous flora or the 
introductions that grace our gardens.

Risks
Knowledge of the problems caused by Phytophthora ramorum and 
P. kernoviae is incomplete. The primary concern, for the Scottish 
Government, are risks posed to native species, habitats and eco systems. 
However plant collections, including rhododendron, are also threatened 
and the SRS may wish to consider the risks to, and arising from, its 
members’ activities. There are a number of related areas; members’ own 
activities within their gardens and collections, visits to members’ gardens, 
and visits by members to other gardens. In addition there are issues 
relating to shows and other garden events, such as Gardening Scotland. 
(This note is written in the Scottish context but many of the points will 
be relevant elsewhere.) 

Presence of disease within gardens:
Members need to be aware of the outward signs and symptoms by 
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obtaining the relevant publications or visiting the appropriate websites. 
They should inspect their own plants and, if a notifiable disease is 
suspected, contact the Scottish Government in order to allow the plant(s) 
to be inspected and, if necessary, for samples to be taken for testing (as is 
required by law). See also 1.3.6 below.

Transfer of spores by hands and clothing:
Members should be aware that when they are inspecting plants, for 
instance by looking at the underside of leaves, they may be spreading 
the disease from one plant to another. Similarly transfer of spores may 
take place from clothing brushing against plants. There is also the risk of 
transfer by footwear and these risks can also extend to dogs. (For all these 
reasons advice to stay on maintained paths and to use footbaths should be 
followed by visitors to gardens.)

Transfer by tools:
Disease may be spread by tools used for, say, sawing or lopping, or 
for taking cuttings. It is important that tools are cleaned between being 
applied to separate plants, using “Cleankill”, or equivalent. (Note: the 
disinfectant should be left on for at least 1 minute. The chemicals can 
cause severe rusting and, at the end of each working session, I not only 
clean the tools and wipe off the chemical residue but also spray the blades 
with WD40)

Bringing new plants into a garden:
It is self evident that plants should be sourced from non-infected, known 
sources. New plants may be quarantined in a suitable location, sufficiently 
separated in order to avoid transfer by wind blown rain, in an area that 
is easy to clean, and free from leaves. In practice it is difficult to achieve 
an effective quarantine regime that avoids transfer from external factors 
as well as from gardeners themselves. But that does not mean that such 
measures should not be adopted, thereby reducing, if not completely 
eliminating risks. 

Contractors:
Hired gardeners or tree surgeons may spread the disease (as can voluntary 
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helpers). This risk is difficult for individuals, rather than organisations, 
to manage. Ideally you want to know where people have been working 
and whether clothing, equipment, including vehicles, have been cleaned 
down before entering the garden or planting.

Infected plants:
If a member’s garden is infected a regime will be put in place covering the 
removal of the plant(s), disposal by burning or to a registered landfill site, 
measures to avoid re-growth, and removal of leaf litter. All of this has to 
be done while avoiding contaminating other plants. It is a requirement 
to notify the Scottish Government who will initiate inspections, instruct 
removal of infected plants, and place controls on the movement and sale of 
potential host plants from the garden. In addition susceptible replacement 
material cannot be planted within 4m of the affected site for 3 years.

Shows and other gardening events:
On the issue of rhododendron shows and Gardening Scotland it may be 
considered that the risks of disease spread are at a minimum level if there 
are arrangements, and instructions, to dispose of all entries on completion 
of the event. Members, whose gardens are effected by Phytophthora 
ramorum or P.kernoviae, are not allowed, by law, to participate by taking 
plant material from their gardens. The practice of showing rhododendrons 
in pots, as at SRGC shows for instance, should be discontinued in the 
meantime. Plants on sale at events should be carefully vetted and their 
source verified. In the present circumstances it may be wise to source 
such plants from established nurseries and not from private sources.  The 
opportunity should be taken at all events to increase the members’ and the 
public’s awareness of the problems and risks associated with P.ramorum 
and P.kernoviae, with the relevant DEFRA publications being made 
available. There should be a nominated person responsible for preparing 
risk assessments for each event and to ensure that the measures derived 
from the risk assessments are implemented.

Information and Contacts
The best current guide is “Phytophthora ramorum: a Practical Guide 
for Established Parks and gardens, Amenity Landscape and Woodland 



33

Areas” published by DEFRA 2008. See also www.defra.gov.uk

For information in Scotland go to www.scotland.gov.uk and type in 
Phytophthora ramorum.

If you require to notify the Scottish Government of a potential outbreak 
and/or would like to request an inspection phone the Horticulture and 
Marketing Unit on 0131 244 6303.

A reminder of the appearance 
of Phytophthora ramorum 
infection in Rhododendron

Pictures courtesy of DEFRA
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Arduaine Garden

Rick Potter

Most of you will be aware that, due to a combination of circumstances, the 
National Trust, in both England and Wales, and Scotland, has struggled 
to maintain the level of finance required for all its property commitments.  
In Scotland this led to an announcement in March of this year that a 
number of properties may need to be closed to ensure the survival of the 
rest.

One of these is Arduaine Garden, an historic 20 acre garden on the west 
coast of Scotland between Lochgilphead and Oban.  An excellent article by 
John Hammond in the RHS publication: “Rhododendrons, Camellias and 
Magnolias, 2008 Yearbook”, pages 64-75 puts the garden in the context 
of UK, European and global importance, and this was recognised when 
the NTS took on the garden without the usual caveat of an endowment.  

Ray Cox Photography Specialist in garden & plant photography
www.rcoxgardenphotos.co.uk
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However from a practical financial standpoint, the lack of the endowment 
(the interest of which is usually used to make up the difference between 
running costs and expenses) has hit the garden hard, and was the principal 
reason why the garden was flagged for closure. 

When this became public in March, a small group of people (Arduaine 
Garden Action Group) with either local or horticultural interests got 
together with the initial aim of deferring any attempt at closure.  Through 
extensive lobbying, local and national marketing (articles, petitions etc) 
and a number of focused meetings with the NTS, its initial target, to keep 
the garden open in 2009, has been achieved; indeed the publicity generated 
appears to have increased garden awareness and visitor numbers.

However this reprieve is only temporary, and the NTS has made it clear that 
the financial circumstances of the garden have not significantly changed.  
Therefore in conjunction with the Group (which has metamorphosed into 
the Arduaine Garden Support Group), the NTS are working on a three 
pronged approach to secure the long term future of the garden.  These 
prongs are:

To generate an endowment fund.  The figure quoted by NTS is 1) 
£1,000,000.00, and whilst there are a number of pledges, some 
significant, some are contingent on other funding being found.
To increase awareness of, and visitor numbers to, the garden.  This 2) 
will be done at a national/international level through the NTS, 
and at a local/specialist level through the Group, and will include 
improved marketing and a range of events.
To develop the commercial potential, and the “experience” of 3) 
the site by investigating retail and other possibilities, possibly in 
conjunction with other (local) businesses, and better labelling, 
boards etc.

In addition there are a number of shorter term targets which will assist 
in achieving the above.  One is recruiting skilled people (including 
marketing, business and finance experts) to develop and drive the Group.  
Another is to find skilled and/or enthusiastic volunteers to assist with the 
day to day duties, both in the garden (one gardener took redundancy, and 
now there are only 3 to cover everything) and in reception.
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As the SRS ‘representative’ for the Group, and also very luckily a local, 
I have been tasked to try and identify people who can help to secure the 
long term future.  Have you got business skills you could make available 
to the Group?  Might you be able to assist financially or in other ways?

For those local to the garden we are planning an Open Meeting early 
September in the Arduaine area  - if you contact me I will inform you as 
to when and where..

For those not local, and for those who want to act immediately, please 
reply with any ideas and assistance you may have and/or can offer.  For 
those who would like, and are able to help financially, there are two ways 
of doing this:

By donating directly to the National Trust for Scotland via the 1) 
link http://www.nts.org.uk/Donate/Type/#Save%20Arduaine – 
PLEASE NOTE that all money donated this way is ringfenced 
for Arduaine Garden, and in the very unlikely circumstance that 
we are not successful in keeping the garden open, will be returned 
to the donors.
By donating to the Group – all monies generated will be used to 2) 
cover administration, promotional and other costs connected with 
saving the garden.

The Group can be contacted through me at
ArduaineGardenSupportGroup@googlemail.com

We have come a long way since a tentative and initial meeting of local, 
interested people, was held at the end of March to address the closure 
issue.  Interest is good, possibly helped by the publicity generated by all 
these activities.  But the Garden is not yet secure – please look at what 
you can do to help.
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Thoughts on Arduaine

Peter Hutchison

Inveresk and Arduaine are the prime threats to garden closure and if I 
take the latter (which I think is the more difficult) it is clear that that 
kind of west coast garden with an outstanding collection of plants, many 
of historic value, but limited hard structural framework, is particularly 
vulnerable. A couple of years of that benign, moist climate with frequent 
gales and no maintenance, could wreak havoc. I understand that the 
deficit is currently £40,000 annually, but that does not mean that any 
solution would cost that.

The NTS, frankly, has not always been the most ready to share 
management problems, although it accepts money and voluntary help 
readily enough. However with the numerous and varied problems it now 
encounters it should broaden its approach on a case by case basis. If one 
takes Arduiane, although there are problems in the history of the NTS 
acquisition of the garden and after, it is worth investigating whether there 
is a rational chance of success for a new Trust supported by those groups 
and individuals (possibly including NTS) with a particular interest in that 
property. They will not, for example, be the same folk as support Hugh 
Miller’s Cottage. But it is worth trying to assemble them and test the 
water.
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Heaselands Garden

Stephen Harding
(Head Gardener)

It has been a good spring at Heaselands with no frosts to spoil the Magnolia 
or early Rhododendron. Because of the cold spell earlier on in the year we 
had a relatively “normal” spring, with the rhododendron blooms being of 
good size and long lasting for once. R. ‘Cornish Cross’ was a spectacle 
this year as was R. ‘Penjerrick’. R. ‘Choremia’ and R. ‘Matador’ always 
give a good display and are always the first of the majority to flower.

The National Deciduous Azalea Collections did some strange things 
again this year, copying last years` pattern of both Mollis and Knaphill 
types all flowering en masse rather than Mollis first and Knaphill second. 
This must be due to the ever changing climate. It meant that the display 
was over within a fortnight again, but it was two weeks of tremendous 
colour and scent.

The only casualties of the cold spell (we recorded -13 degrees Celsius 
on the night of January 9th) have been various blocks of Elaeagnus x 
ebbingei, E. pungens ‘Maculata’ and a twenty year old Robinia ‘Frisia’. 
In all three cases the point at which the plant was grafted died and the 
rootstocks, all unfortunately survived.

The flower set on the Camellias was exceptional this year and some of 
the plants are still in flower in mid June.

As I write this, we are experiencing what you could call a drought, with 
only two inches of rain in the last two months, (most of that fell on one 
day). The lawns are starting to slow up now which means we can get some 
more pruning done. At long last I am clearing blocks of holly and laurel 
to allow some daylight into the garden. This combined with pruning the 
azaleas, will keep the three gardeners busy for a couple of months, just 
in time to start taking rhododendron cuttings (the azaleas have already 
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been taken).

I am toying with the idea of budding some of our hardy hybrids onto 
Rhododendron wardii as a rootstock, has anybody tried this or does 
anybody have any thoughts on this please?

Peter Cox reports “It’s too fussy, being susceptible to root rot”
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     2008           Wuerzburg         Radlett           Dunblane          Glendoick         Glenarn         Lochdochart     Ballachulish
inches mm inches mm inches mm inches mm inches mm inches mm inches mm

January 1.93 49.0 4.29 109.0 *7 *177.8 6.25 158.8 10.13 257.3 18.94 481.0 22.56 573.0
February 1.22 31.0 0.67 17.0 4.81 122.2 1.82 46.2 6.87 174.5 14.63 371.5 19.83 503.7

March 4.13 105.0 3.25 82.5 7.54 191.5 1.86 47.3 13.13 333.5 11.26 286.0 13.56 344.4
April 2.17 55.0 1.59 40.5 5.81 147.6 2.48 63.0 3.87 98.3 4.21 107.0 6.83 173.5
May 0.28 7.0 3.78 96.0 2.06 52.3 0.93 23.7 1.38 35.1 2.09 53.0 1.84 46.7
June 0.91 23.0 1.65 42.0 4.42 112.3 2.15 54.7 4.87 122.9 7.15 181.5 6.97 177.0
July 1.06 27.0 2.86 72.5 5.41 137.4 2.16 54.8 4.00 101.6 6.87 174.5 5.17 131.3

August 1.06 27.0 2.62 66.5 11.76 298.7 6.07 154.2 9.50 241.3 8.05 204.5 7.95 201.9
September 3.27 83.0 2.07 52.5 5.10 129.5 2.18 55.3 6.00 152.4 5.94 151.0 6.61 167.9

October 2.28 58.0 2.64 67.0 10.26 260.6 3.01 76.5 10.50 266.7 13.21 335.5 17.61 447.3
November 1.06 27.0 3.03 77.0 3.20 81.3 0.94 23.8 5.13 130.3 9.31 236.5 12.20 309.9
December 1.14 29.0 1.22 31.0 4.90 124.5 2.07 52.5 5.62 142.7 7.38 187.5 9.62 244.3
Total 2008 20.51 521.0 29.67 753.5 72.27 1835.7 31.92 810.8 81.00 2056.6 109.04 2769.5 130.75 3321.1
Total 2007 30.93 786.0 31.00 785.5 31.51 801.0 75.63 1921.5 127.42 3236.6
Total 2006 22.95 583.0 24.29 617.0 41.87 1063.4 29.63 752.7 67.79 1722.2 130.47 3314.0
Total 2005 18.78 477.0 35.40 899.4 59.50 1511.3 121.58 3082.2
Total 2004 26.06 662.0 63.75 1619.3 125.03 3266.6

                                                                            *estimate
The Weather Stations are:
Wuerzburg, Lower Franconia, Bavaria, Germany
Radlett, Hertfordshire, south-east England
Dunblane, near Stirling, central Scotland
Glendoick, near Perth, east Scotland
Glenarn, on the Gareloch, near Glasgow, west Scotland
Lochdochart, near Crianlarich, central Highlands, Scotland
Ballachulish, west Highlands, Scotland

Rainfall 2008
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     2008           Wuerzburg         Radlett           Dunblane          Glendoick         Glenarn         Lochdochart     Ballachulish
inches mm inches mm inches mm inches mm inches mm inches mm inches mm

January 1.93 49.0 4.29 109.0 *7 *177.8 6.25 158.8 10.13 257.3 18.94 481.0 22.56 573.0
February 1.22 31.0 0.67 17.0 4.81 122.2 1.82 46.2 6.87 174.5 14.63 371.5 19.83 503.7

March 4.13 105.0 3.25 82.5 7.54 191.5 1.86 47.3 13.13 333.5 11.26 286.0 13.56 344.4
April 2.17 55.0 1.59 40.5 5.81 147.6 2.48 63.0 3.87 98.3 4.21 107.0 6.83 173.5
May 0.28 7.0 3.78 96.0 2.06 52.3 0.93 23.7 1.38 35.1 2.09 53.0 1.84 46.7
June 0.91 23.0 1.65 42.0 4.42 112.3 2.15 54.7 4.87 122.9 7.15 181.5 6.97 177.0
July 1.06 27.0 2.86 72.5 5.41 137.4 2.16 54.8 4.00 101.6 6.87 174.5 5.17 131.3

August 1.06 27.0 2.62 66.5 11.76 298.7 6.07 154.2 9.50 241.3 8.05 204.5 7.95 201.9
September 3.27 83.0 2.07 52.5 5.10 129.5 2.18 55.3 6.00 152.4 5.94 151.0 6.61 167.9

October 2.28 58.0 2.64 67.0 10.26 260.6 3.01 76.5 10.50 266.7 13.21 335.5 17.61 447.3
November 1.06 27.0 3.03 77.0 3.20 81.3 0.94 23.8 5.13 130.3 9.31 236.5 12.20 309.9
December 1.14 29.0 1.22 31.0 4.90 124.5 2.07 52.5 5.62 142.7 7.38 187.5 9.62 244.3
Total 2008 20.51 521.0 29.67 753.5 72.27 1835.7 31.92 810.8 81.00 2056.6 109.04 2769.5 130.75 3321.1
Total 2007 30.93 786.0 31.00 785.5 31.51 801.0 75.63 1921.5 127.42 3236.6
Total 2006 22.95 583.0 24.29 617.0 41.87 1063.4 29.63 752.7 67.79 1722.2 130.47 3314.0
Total 2005 18.78 477.0 35.40 899.4 59.50 1511.3 121.58 3082.2
Total 2004 26.06 662.0 63.75 1619.3 125.03 3266.6

                                                                            *estimate

Rainfall 2008
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Spring Tour 2009
Gardens in East Anglia, Norfolk

Members had a very interesting and successful tour in May this year. The 
following are reports from each garden visited.

Doddington Hall  -  12th May 2009

Sandra Jenkins

The 2009 Spring Tour started at Doddington Hall on a bright but windy 
day. We were met by guide Beryl Toule, who told us a little of the history 
of the hall, a magnificent three domed E-shaped brick building begun in 
1595, which remains in the same family to this day.  She told the group 
that when the flat leaded roof was removed and replaced with copper, a 
bees’ nest of great age was discovered holding an unbelievable one and 
a half tons of honey.

We were then introduced to the gardener John Lawrence, who told us 
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that the formal gardens were reworked to the original Elizabethan layout 
when large cedars were removed in the 1970s. The formal area included 
azalea beds, a croquet lawn, parterre and knot garden with planting of 
irises and roses. The herbaceous beds contained paeonies, alliums and 
a great many crown imperial fritillarias. We walked through the old 
orchard, through blue and white with forget-me-nots and cow parsley, 
and saw the grass maze.

Three extremely old miss-shapen trees remain in the garden. We saw a 
very distinctive oak tree, which was a cross of the cork and turkey oaks. 
A lot of the area was wild parkland with a pond where mallards were 
nesting.

The rhododendrons in the garden consisted of some older plantings some 
of which were raised from seed collected on the last Kingdon Ward 
expedition. A lot of new planting had also taken place. Peter Cox was 
called upon to identify some of the older plants one of which was a fine 
plant of R. bureavii.

The visit concluded with a walk around the large walled vegetable garden. 
Thanks were expressed and some members then partook of refreshments 
in the tearoom where honey from the bees could be purchased.

Pictures 
by 
Sandra 
Jenkins
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Stody Lodge

Peter Furneaux

The garden was most colourful at our visit on 13th May. Much of this is due 
to extensive plantings of mollis azaleas and hardy hybrid rhododendrons, 
especially R. ‘Cynthia’ and R. ‘Mrs A. T. de la Mare’. We were welcomed 
by Mrs Ian MacNicol who explained the history of the property.  The 
present house was designed by Walter Sarel and a striking feature is its 
roof of glazed blue tiles.

The garden begins beyond a wide lawn in front of the house and is 
intersected by many paths between beds of azaleas and rhododendrons. 
Besides these are many trees: maples, cherries, Sorbus, as well as 
camellias, magnolias, Eucryphia, Cercis and Arbutus.

Across the road from the entrance drive, a walkway lined by Rhododendron 
‘Cynthia’ leads to an area  of water garden set in woodland.  Pastel shades 
of mollis azalea grow on banks and islands between ditches and pools.  
The area covers several acres and is indeed ‘a tranquil haven’.

Sandringham Gardens

Gloria Starck

I did not know what to expect when we drove into the car park at 
Sandringham as I had never visited before, but had heard many comments, 
mostly favourable.  It is probably the largest garden we visited on this 
tour, being 60 acres of mostly woodland, glades and banks of shrubs.  
We were met by Martin Woods, the Head Gardener, who has been at 
the garden for about 13 years.  He gave us a brief history of the garden, 
which has been developed by four generations of the Royal Family.

Over the years the gardens have been modeled and remodeled by designers 
such as William Broderick Thomas, Sir Geoffrey Jellicoe, and Sir Eric 
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Savill.  In fact, I have read that King Edward VII, who had a lot of input 
into the garden design, would have enjoyed being a fulltime landscape 
gardener.  

It was a leisurely walk around the gardens where we saw many beautiful 
specimens of trees and shrubs; I tried to keep up with all the names, but 
could only note some of them.  The trees were all large specimens a 
notable one being an Aesculus indica.  We passed a lovely Cercidiphyllum 
with wild garlic growing beneath, and we had the strange combination 
of the Cercidiphyllum smelling of burnt sugar with overtones of garlic – 
very interesting combination.

Later we came across a tree/shrub that we were to see quite a lot of during 
our visit to this part of East Anglia.  It was a new plant for most of us: 
Dipelta floribunda. It has Mimulus like flowers, white and orange.  I 
understand it is quite rare and very difficult to propagate.  I think it went 
on the shopping list of many of the attendees of this tour.

We passed the wonderful Norwich Gates, which were a wedding present 
to the Prince and Princess of Wales in 1863.  The gates were moved to 
their present position in 1908 and are still used on special occasions.  
While we walked around the gardens we learnt some of the interesting 
aspects of working in a Royal garden.  It seems that one of the many 
things the gardeners have to do is avoid their heals getting nipped by 
corgis!

There were many wonderful vistas to admire as we wandered around this 
beautiful garden.  The group got quite close to the house, but not close 
enough to press noses on windows!

It was a very long walk but the group wanted to see as much as possible, 
so there were some very tired members when they got back to the visitor 
centre, but there was plenty of ice cream available to refresh them.

I know we all appreciated the entertaining and informative walk given to 
us by Martin Woods.
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Sheringham Park

Anne Davidson

Sheringham Park was especially memorable for some incredibly large 
specimen plants, the product of seed from E.H. Wilson’s China expedition 
over 100 years ago. For me it was the highlight of the trip, with more 
species rhododendrons than any of the other of the gardens.

The Park was in the Upcher family for five generations. Abbot Upcher, 
who inherited his father’s fortune at the age of 11, married in 1809, and 
bought the property in 1811 with the help of John Repton, whose father 
was Humphrey Repton. Prices had been inflated, for the government was 
looking for a property for Nelson. Within six months Nelson had bought 
Merton Place, prices plummeted, leaving Upcher feeling he had been 
foolish. He nearly sold immediately. Luckily Humphrey Repton inspired 
him with his Red Book plan (1812). Abbot died at the age of 35, leaving 
his son to plant the garden. Humphrey Repton considered this garden 
to be his masterpiece. The walk lies parallel to the North Sea, with sea 
views from the end. Several towers provide good views over the gardens 
and the nearby coast and surrounding countryside.

In the early 1900s Upcher’s descendant, Henry Morris Upcher, sponsored 
E.H. Wilson’s expedition to China, hence the fine old specimens. The 
estate was acquired by the National Trust in 1987, and opened to the 
pubic in March 1987, just in time to loose 5 acres of trees in the great 
storm.

We were shown round by John Simmons, ex of RBG Kew, aided by 
the local ranger. Peter Cox has visited once before, 52 years ago, and 
some fine ‘discussions’ took place. Overheard from John Simmons 
when discussing germination of Davidia, “Two years to germinate and 
then eaten by a damn mouse!” We heard of a Welshman who advocated 
soaking the seed in Guinness, but Peter advised leaving the seed in muslin 
in running water for 24 hours.



48

Blickling Hall, Norfolk

Colin Whitehead

Blickling Hall is a Jacobean house built in 1620-1624. It is surrounded 
by an estate of 5000 acres, 50 of which are laid out as a garden. It is 
now administered by the National Trust and, as all our group were NT 
or NTS members, we felt at home! We were guided round the gardens 
by Stephen, the Assistant Head Gardener, who had spent 37 years at 
Blickling. The gardening staff comprised 3 full-time gardeners assisted 
by 25-30 volunteers, including an 82-year-old lady weeder!

We were taken first to the massive 350-year-old yew hedge that lined for 
200 yards each side of the entrance driveway to the house. It takes 2 weeks 
to trim the hedge each August, though previously before mechanical aids 
it took 3 months. The potentially lengthy discourse on the hedge was 
terminated when we informed Stephen that we were the SRS and were 
interested mainly in rhododendrons. But that presented a bit of a problem. 

The Rhododendron plantings are down the three quarters of a mile estate 
road among mature woodland. The plants from Wilson’s time are vast. 
The Davidia involucrata, covered in “handkerchiefs”, towered above the 
canopy. There are fifteen species of Magnolia, and I am now confident 
about the difference between M. wilsonii and M. sieboldii. The M. 
sinensis was enormous, and two Pieris thought to be the largest in the 
country. Also outstanding were the Enkianthus, Dipelta, Exochorda and 
the Halesia.

The gardens suffered badly in the war, and Thomas Upcher, who inherited 
the estate in 1953, planted many hybrids rhododendrons, including a 
large planting of R. ‘Christmas Cheer’ at the end of the walk. There are 
plantings of R. ambiguum, R. calophytum and R. decorum from Wilson’s 
time. There was the usual R. macabeanum that was “perhaps not woolly 
enough”. We had a stimulating, and for beginners like me, instructive 
visit to a most interesting garden.
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The ‘Great Storm’ in 1987 had destroyed over 300 of the large trees in the 
estate and many of the rhododendrons had been lost in the process. The 
NT had been reluctant to replant rhododendrons subsequently for fear 
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of phytophthora. Mutterings of ‘how long ago had phytophthora been 
a recognised problem?’ and ‘did they not know of reputable sources of 
phytophthora free stock?’

We then proceeded to the formal garden, through a drive lined with lovely 
azaleas, relatives of those we had seen earlier at Stody Hall. Beyond this 
was the woodland area with avenues replanted mainly with oaks, now 
well grown, in a rather colourless ‘Union Jack’ layout. Between these 
avenues there was a rampant congestion of laurels and Rhododenron 
ponticum, which had survived the storm rather well, interspersed with 
some R. luteum. A few small replacement rhododendrons were spotted, 
looking rather sorry for themselves after some damage from gardeners’ 
tractors: R. thomsonii, R. cinnabarinum, R. barbatum, and a small 
white R. arboreum struggling in a rather windy spot. Some nice older 
rhododendrons were seen but evoked little response from the species 
experts. Instead, UH (unknown hybrid) was the frequent comment. The 
most striking plant was a large, colourful R. ‘Cynthia’ on the edge of the 
lawn (though even its name was doubted by the experts). Perhaps the 
most interesting plant was a rich R. ‘Ruby Wedding’ putting up a valiant 
and colourful attempt to be seen through a suffocation of holly and R. 
ponticum.

Moving on, we came to a ‘sitooterie’, a green summerhouse shaded with 
yew trees and with musical accompaniment. Beyond, we came across a 
fascinating sight – a huge Oriental Plane tree that had been layered into 7 
branches. These were now trees in their own right and the central trunk, 
long dead, was pitted with holes giving the appearance of an ideal multi-
storey home for owls and woodpeckers. Further on was another curiosity 
– an oak covering the largest area of ground in Norfolk. It was a Turkey 
Oak (characterised by flat acorns) with huge branches extending laterally 
only a few feet off the ground. 

A pleasant visit, though rather rhododendron light.

Photos by Colin Whitehead
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Hoveton Hall

Marion Ingram Walker

The 6th visit of our splendid week was to Hoveton Hall garden near 
Wroxham in Norfolk. Walking down the drive towards the gardens the 
first thing which caught my eye was the “spider gate”, a most unusual 
entrance to the walled garden, made by Mr Eric Stevenson of Wroxham 
in 1936. He was later noted for his magnificent wrought iron work in ten 
of England’s Cathedrals.

On the main drive in we saw Rhododendron ‘Pink Pearl’ just starting to 
come out. All the others in the garden have been in flower since May Day. 
To the right was a stunningly beautiful magnolia garden with a splendid 
Magnolia x soulangeana surrounded by hostas and candelabra primulas 
in abundance. There are 26 varieties of butterflies in these gardens.

From the magnolia garden, paths wandered through superb rhododendrons, 
crossing and re-crossing little streams and ditches, among prolific and 
happily naturalised candelabra primulas. A real woodland garden came 
into view, a superb vista, all exquisitely planted, and interspersed with 
charming little flint bridges. There were some very grassy areas between 
the trees, beautifully complementing the opposite side of the main 
brook. This was very densely planted with azaleas among lots of other 
treasures.

Nearer the house were superb drifts of bluebells, a sight I dream about 
for my own woods in Scotland, although the gardener admitted that this 
was a very good year for them! There are hairy dragonflies here which 
I am told are rare, but despite peering around everywhere, not one was 
inclined to appear.
 
Hoveton house is attributed to Repton, built around 1812, a front to the 
old house, sadly not open to the public. There are lovely acers beyond the 
stream, making gloriously dark pools underneath, and stunning reflections, 
while on the other bank is the most fantastic yellow rhododendron acting 
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as an accent in a little open glade. Planting with such foresight! This too 
was the first garden in which we met the first cousins of Scottish midges, 
the much larger Norfolk jobs. Peter Cox saw a magnificent Rhododendron 
praestans and could not resist saying that this was the “star plant” so far 
on our tour.

After another look at the walled garden and the immaculate plantings, it 
was time to leave. I may say that we all felt very sad to be leaving such 
a garden behind and rather wished for just a little longer. However that 
was the sentiment as we left all the 11 gardens we visited in our 5 days. 
What a visual feast.

How Hill Farm

Peter Cox

None of us knew what to expect of a garden in the Norfolk broads and 
we were in for many surprises. Peter Boardman has created an amazing 
place full of interest and superb landscaping. The first thing we noticed on 
arrival was a commercial holly orchard, then we were taken to the front 
of the house where we viewed Peter’s own broad designed by himself, 
of three acres with wild and not so wild wildlife. Various duck were to 
be seen on the water, mallard, tufted plus some domestic crosses; dab 
chicks, coots and we were told that rare and hard to see bitterns live near 
by.

Several rhododendrons were in evidence, mostly from a part load from 
Exbury in 1981, the rest of the load being destined for Sheringham Park, 
which we visited the day before. When I am visiting gardens, I invariably 
lookout for my own dwarf hybrids and sure enough I spotted R. ‘Curlew’ 
and R. ‘Ptarmigan’, both growing well.

Walking around the broad, we realised how clever Peter had been with 
his landscaping and how well his trees looked with varying sizes and 
shapes in different shades of green. After circling the broad, we came to 
an area of fen with tufted 100 year old sedges. Peter told us that 
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Picture by Sandra Jenkins

eventually these sedges would be naturally replaced by alders and as the 
land dried out, followed by the climax forest of oaks. We came upon R. 
‘yak’ hybrids and even a small R. sinogrande which I thought a little 
optimistic from both the wind and cold points of view. A group of mixed 
deciduous azaleas gave a big splash of colour. Over the years Peter has 
added additional parcels of land and a recent interest has been a planting 
of bamboos. Rabbits though, are a constant problem so only those plants 
that are somewhat rabbit proof are grown.

Back to the house, Peter very kindly gave us tea and delicious cakes. Our 
attention was drawn to a pulpit in his conservatory, which came from two 
churches and was fixed together with dental cement plus his own coat of 
arms! Another of his collections was African facemasks.

Yet another surprise was what grew on the house walls. East Anglia is not 
where one would expect to find any of the following: a flourishing clump 
of the tropical looking Beschorneria yuccoides of the Agave family, the 
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curious Pseudopanax crassifolius from New Zealand which varies in 
shape according to its age and even more unusual the giant Bromeliad 
Puya from central Chile. Overall I found this one of the most enjoyable 
gardens of the tour.

Lexham Hall

David Storah

This garden and the Hall are classed as “Historic Garden” for its building 
and history. The Hall was built by John Wright in 1630 and remodelled 
in the 19th century with Victorian additions. The original Victorian wing 
was demolished after use in WW2, in 1946, and the rubble was used to 
create the terrace in evidence today with gardens below. The garden and 
house were dilapidated in 1946 and renovated in the 1950s. It is now the 
home of Mr and Mrs Neil Foster who have renovated the garden and 
continue to develop it with new planting to reflect the original.
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There are 19th century formal gardens with a rose garden to the side of 
the house with a kitchen garden to the rear. The terrace to the front of 
the house has classical view across meadowland to the lakes. From the 
terrace, a path with herbaceous border is backed by viburnum, wisteria 
with its long purple flower racemes and Rhododendron luteum. This 
leads to a path bordered by yew hedging with glimpses of the park which 
winds off towards the “American Garden”.

The American Garden was started in the 1840s by Mrs Francis Keppel 
bringing west coast seed for the trees. Azaleas and rhododendrons were 
planted in the 1950s and 1960s by John Russell.

A winding path leads through the woodland, with views of the lake to 
the side. There are plantings of Magnolia x soulangeana ‘Lennei’ and M. 
campbellii with underplantings of Rhododendron ‘Loder’s White’ and 
R. ‘Corona’ with the dappled damp woodland providing a good habitat 
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for primulas, azaleas and ferns. Moving along the woodland towards the 
river we saw R. ‘Boddaertianum’ and R. mucronatum.

The paths through the woodland were a tour through sunlight and shade, with 
boggy areas at the side of drainage ditches. The path led to a small bridge 
over the river where the swans watched with a regal air, as we looked back 
over the woodland and the lake. We turned to follow the path past a delightful 

s u m m e r 
house with 
a roof in 
N o r f o l k 
Reed thatch.

To the rear of 
the summer 
house, and 
in a further 
area of the 
woodland, 
the garden 
had been 
p l a n t e d 
with shrubs 

including Halesia (Snowdrop Tree), Magnolia wilsonii and M. 
sieboldii, with its lemon scent when the stems are damaged. Hybrid old 
rhododendrons such as R. ‘Cynthia’ and R. ‘Olga’ added to the colour 
under a canopy of Sequoia trees from the original introductions.

The walled garden also had its own beauty with Paulownia tomentosa in 
flower, and Rosa ‘Cantabrigiensis’ with bright yellow flowers.

The visit to the garden was ended with a pleasant break in the sun on the 
terrace with its herbaceous border and the woodland forming a frame to 
the meadowland and lake.

Pictures by David Storah
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East Bergholt Place Gardens

John M. Hammond

Charles Eley, the great-grandfather of the present owner, acquired East 
Bergholt Place in 1890 and laid out the 15 acre garden between 1900 
and 1914.  On 15th March 1915, whilst on a visit to Lanarth, Charles 
Eley proposed to P.D. Williams and John G. Millais, the formation of 
the ‘Rhododendron Society’.  Those present agreed and Charles Eley 
was elected Hon. Secretary, so East Bergholt Place has long connections 
with key personalities in the history of rhododendrons.  Since that date 
members of the Eley Family have held office in the Rhododendron 
Society, the Rhododendron Association and the R.H.S. Rhododendron, 
Camellia & Magnolia Group.  Rupert Eley, the present owner, is currently 
Membership Secretary of the Group and his grandfather continued the 
development of the gardens between 1960 and 1982.  After 1982, when 
Rupert’s father inherited the property, the gardens gradually began to go 
downhill, partly due to the 1987 hurricane which took out around 80% of 
the trees and also as a result of the property becoming a family company.  
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Rupert bought the property back in 1996 and began the monumental task 
of refurbishing the garden, which with one gardener to help, is a labour of 
love.  The present gardens extend to around 20 acres, with acid sand and 
clay soil, and the annual rainfall is relatively low at 20 inches.  

East Bergholt Place originally contained many plants raised from the 
seed collections of the early plant-hunting expeditions, however, many 
of rhododendron species were lost due to reduced maintenance in the 
1980’s and the devastation caused by the 1987 hurricane.  There are fine 
specimen trees and shrubs, some rare in East Anglia, including collections 
of rhododendrons, magnolias and camellias, all laid out on what was 
undulating pastureland. This has the effect of compartmentalising the 
garden.  We set off from the rear of the house on an extensive tour, with 
Rupert in the lead and quickly came across a fine specimen of Magnolia 
liliiflora ‘Nigra’ in full flower.  Close by was the first of a collection of 
acers, a specimen of Dipelta floribunda that lived up to its name as it was 
covered in bloom, and a plant of Cornus ‘Porlock’ that had developed into 
a first class plant in five years from planting.  A Liriodendron being grown 
for shade had reached over 25 feet in 12 years, and another fast growing 
specimen was Magnolia acuminata that will form a massive tree in due 
course with greeny yellow flowers on the terminal ends.  In common with 
all the other gardens we visited in East Anglia there were mature plants 
of Rhododendron ‘Cynthia’ in full bloom and our discussions suggested 
that a representative of Sunningdale or Waterer’s nursery had enjoyed 
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spectacular sales in the years prior to, or soon after, WWII.  

Working his way around the garden, Rupert drew attention to camellia 
blight that is beginning to become problematic and he thought it was 
likely to spread throughout the U.K.  We noted plants of Rhododendron 
‘Anna Rose Whitney’ and R. ‘Britannia’ in full bloom, and the Wakehurst 
form of Betula nigra with good bark. This is a useful tree for wet soil 
conditions.  The horizontally spreading tree Halesia carolina, whose 
branches fall to the ground, was seen to be spreading all over the place 
and there were also large specimens of Magnolia x soulangeana in full 
flower. 

By this time we had reached the limits of the refurbishment work and 
had descended into a slight valley where a chain of small lakes had been 
created in recent years.  Rupert explained that originally the garden 
extended into the adjacent area of what is now woodland, and a number 
of the Group disappeared into the woods to look at a group of old hybrids 
that were still surviving despite the depth of undergrowth and closed-in 
canopy.  
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This last year has been the first year of replanting since refurbishing 
commenced in 1996 and among the new plants was a pink form of 
Rhododendron yunnanense, R. augustinii ‘Electra’, R. fortunei and 
R. wardii all of which appeared to be doing well.  There were further 
specimens from the magnolia collection, including the large-leaved M. 
tripetala with upright cream flowers and M. x watsonii, a straggly grower 
with flowers that smelt of ‘Germoline’.  Specimens of R. ‘Blue Peter’ 
and R. ‘Mrs. Furnival’ were seen, together with an attractive plant of the 
rare Slocock’s hardy bright-scarlet R. ‘Red Riding Hood’, a cross named 
in 1933, then displayed at the Westminster R.H.S. Show for a couple of 
years after WWII but for some inexplicable reason did not prove to be 
popular and probably has not been propagated on a commercial scale. 

The Group were now heading back towards the house and on the higher 
ground we passed the ‘National Collection’ of deciduous Euonymus of 
which there are around 100 types in the garden.  There is a large lawn 
surrounded by formal gardens at the front of the house and Rupert 
insisted that he take us around the borders and he identified a wide 
range of plants from all over the world, including the not often seen 
Xanthoceras sorbifolium.   These notes are but snapshot impressions of 
an exceptionally interesting garden that we could have spent considerably 
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Higham Lodge

Peter Cox

Our second last garden of the tour is owned by Carol and Elizabeth 
Gurney, very enthusiastic members of the International Dendrology 
Society, who often go on plant hunting trips. I met Carol for the first time 
in Armenia last year on an I.D.S. tour. Their garden is situated in west 
Suffolk near the Essex border, a part of the country which is mostly very 
flat. So it was a surprise to come across a narrow steep sided little valley, 
in this case with a north-south orientation. Most of this region has an 
alkaline soil but the valley has a very sandy acid soil, thus they are able 
to grow rhododendrons successfully, despite the very low rainfall. Even 
big-leaved seedlings were growing reasonably well including a group of 
R. macabeanum. I also noted R. griffithianum flowering, so this valley 
has a micro-climate of its own, enabling plants to be grown that would 
not succeed in the average conditions for the area. The rainfall is only 20 
inches or less.

This was the only garden of the tour where I noticed meconopsis growing, 
in this case so called M. napaulensis hybrids. Carol is successful with one 
old genus: Michelia. I say “old” as both Michelia and Manglietia have 
now been included in Magnolia. Michelias have evergreen leaves and 

more time exploring in detail.  We thanked Rupert for taking the time to 
show the Group around the garden and for identifying and explaining the 
background of many of the specimens. 

One of the surprises on our arrival at East Bergholt Place was the 
extensive retail plant centre with a wide range of material, including a 
large selection of shrubs and trees to be found in the main gardens.  But, 
it was no surprise that it proved to be somewhat difficult getting members 
of the Group out of the plant centre to tour the garden, and equally so 
when it was time to leave to visit Higham Lodge garden! 

Pictures by John Hammond
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come from relatively low altitudes in the Himalaya and China and are 
likely to ripen their growth much better in the heat of southeast England 
compared with say Scotland, and therefore will flower earlier in their 
lives and less likely to have their growth frosted in autumn. Several true 
magnolias are also grown including M. ‘Daphne’, one of the outstanding 
new yellows selected by Vicount Philippe de Spoelberch in Belgium. I 
had seen it there just two weeks earlier. One magnolia that is proving 
unsatisfactory is M. rostrata, which comes into growth too early. Another 
genus specialised in here is Stewartia, which will likewise flower more 
freely at a younger age than in the north.

Carol and Elizabeth very kindly gave us drinks and we all enjoyed seeing 
what is almost like a little bit of Cornwall in Suffolk.

Salling Hall Garden

Sandra Jenkins

Our first impression of Salling Hall was of a delightful Elizabethan house 
next to the church, on the edge of the village. The house had been built in 
1570 and had Dutch-styled gables added in 1699. Lombardy poplar trees 
lined the Church Walk and led up to the house. These had been planted 
by the previous owner, Lady Carlyle who was responsible for much of 
the present layout.

We were met by 
the present owner, 
Hugh Johnson, 
who bought the 
house and garden 
26 years ago and 
loves it dearly. 
Hugh told us that 
the soil is chalky 
clay and that the 
annual rainfall 
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amounts to only 20 inches. Not very good for our beloved rhododendrons. 
Nonetheless we were in for a treat as the garden is superb. Hugh led us, 
starting in the west walled garden with its two box edged central beds 
and side borders. Parasol-shaped apple trees run through the centre of the 
beds and an iron pergola sits in the centre. The informal plantings include 
Iris, Macleaya, Allium, Artemisia and some huge red poppies. Climbers 
on the walls include wisteria, clematis, rose and numerous shrubs such 
as Abutilon, Magnolia and Hoheria, in fact practically everything you 
can think of including the grape ‘Pinot Noir’ which is growing on its 
own rootstock.  A central statue is of Flora, goddess of flowers - very 
appropriate. A gate at the end of the walled garden leads to the kitchen 
garden protected by high hedges.

North of the house is the old orchard, with rambler roses of great height. 
Rosa ‘Wickwar’ extends to 50 feet. The orchard eventually leads into 
an arboretum with several smaller areas between: Bacchus’ glade, 
Valley garden, Japanese garden, and Ho Chi Minh Trail with cherry 
and crab-apple trees. The arboretum with its pond named ‘The Red Sea’ 
contains a great variety of trees, some I noted were Acer, Cercidiphyllum 
japonicum (‘Katsura’), Salix pentandra with yellow catkins, Quercus 
robur ‘Concordia’, Staphylea colchica, Corylus colurna (Turkish hazel), 
and many more. The air in the arboretum was perfumed by a large shrub 
of Elaeagnus umbellata var. parvifolia. At the very rear is a temple 
dedicated to Pisces with a motto referring to the swimming skills of fish 
but which Hugh has translated to mean that in gardening there is no end 
to the number of skills – or indeed the number of plants to collect.

On through the water garden to a formal waterway, known as ‘The Moat’, 
on the east of the house, where there was a black mulberry tree. We were 
told that the fruits had never been enjoyed by the owners, as moorhens 
had learnt to climb the tree and eat all the berries before anyone else 
gets the chance.  I can’t finish without saying that we did see an azalea 
and Rhododendron augustinii. This garden was a favourite with the 
group despite its lack of rhododendrons. Hugh Johnson is an extremely 
enthusiastic gardener with a great love of trees. It was a truly lovely 
garden to end with, and warm thanks were given. 

Picture by Sandra Jenkins
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Choice Landscapes Nursery, Wisbech

Gloria Starck

Choice Landscapes was the last visit on what had been an exciting and 
interesting Spring Tour.  The visit took place on the Sunday morning, and 
while a number of the Group had opted to return home a good few of us 
went to Choice Landscapes Nursery.  Our first challenge was to find the 
Nursery, which was set well back off the road and the long grass in the 
verge had partially hidden the sign, but like the good detectives we are, 
all arrived and were met by the owner, Michael Agg.  

Choice Landscapes was started in 1994 dealing mainly with mail-order 
customers, but local interest soon grew and now the nursery is open to 
the public on certain days of the week, and Michael runs the business 
with his wife, Jill, who was away on horticultural show business.  This 
Nursery does not have a garden as such, but was mainly chosen as an 
interesting and varied nursery and Michael showed us around his domain 
with great enthusiasm. He was a mine of information on the methods 
needed to grow the various plants.  Choice Landscapes mainly deals in 
alpines, conifers, acers, bulbs and, of course, rhododendrons.

On our tour around the nursery we saw many choice species and I 
could see shopping lists growing by the minute.  The variety of plants 
was amazing.  This turned into a great retail opportunity for all of us.  
David and I bought a few rhododendrons as well as a number of lovely 
companion plants.

Michael had kindly agreed to provide lunch for the Group and we were 
treated to a wonderful spread of homemade goodies served in Michael 
and Jill’s own home.  We could not have wished for better hospitality.  
We all received copies of the catalogue, which is a vast document, but 
can also be accessed on the internet at www.choicelandsapes.org.

This was a great finale to what had been a fantastic few days in the south 
east of England.  I am already looking forward to the next tour.
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Gardening Scotland Ingliston 2009

George Argent, John Hammond and Matt Heasman

Ingliston was a busy event this year for the members who set up and 
manned the stand. The main reason was many of the usual helpers were 
away on one of two treks that coincided with the event. That aside, the stand 
was up to the usual standard with pictures, information, flowering plants 
and a PowerPoint presentation.  This year the presentation highlighted 
the society, its members’ activities, and its tours, with pictures from many 
of the gardens visited over the last 10 years.

The plants for our table display were kindly supplied by The Royal 
Botanic Garden Edinburgh from their unique Vireya collection. These 
included Rhododendron superbum, (powerfully carnation scented which 
impressed a lot of people), R. taxifolium (almost extinct in the wild), 
R. stenophyllum (bizarre narrow leaves and waxy orange flowers from 
Mt Kinabalu) and a hybrid between R. superbum and R. javanicum ssp. 
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schadenbergii created at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh with long 
lasting pink scented flowers. Glendoick also supplied a few plants in full 
flower in order to add more colour. Our thanks go to Ken Cox for them.

There was a lot of interest shown in the stand on Friday and Saturday 
and a significant number took membership details away with them 
with the intention of joining the Society.  There was the usual range of 
questions, coupled with some discussion on the subject of ‘Sudden Oak 
Death’ and Rhododendron ponticum. We also sold quite a number of the 
2008 Conference Yearbook, and the interest in the content of this special 
edition will in itself generate some interest in the Society.  As will be 
clear from the photographs, the stand was well sited next to the ‘Glorious 
Gardens of Argyll’ stand as the two complemented each other.
 
The stand itself was not as good as recent years due to the organisers 
reducing the size without making this action clear to the Society, whilst 
in contrast the charges for the stand were increased by 66%. The overall 
result in financial terms was to virtually double the cost for the smaller 
size of display space.

The smaller size of stand inevitably generated problems at the setting-up 
stage as the space would only accommodate two tables instead of the usual 
three, so with one table taken up by the digital projection equipment this 
meant that 50% of the plant display had to be found a home on the floor 
of the hall, which was less than ideal.  We could not accommodate plants 
from Alan Clark, despite having arranged for them to be available.

All these little niggles aside, the show was a fun event and as always a 
great meeting point for seeing old and new friends. The weather was also 
great which always helps. Lastly we would like to thank all the volunteers 
whom without their support these events would not take place. If you 
fancy joining the fun, contact Matt Heasman to see how you can get 
involved and get more from your society.
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Cornwall, Winter/Spring 2009

Brian Moss

In my ‘Spring 2008’ article in our Summer Review No.67, I recalled the 
late spring frosts etc. that had damaged both my magnolias and a couple of 
rhododendrons. In February this year, on several occasions temperatures 
dropped down to –6ºC, which is almost unheard of here, but despite this 
no damage has been observed. Thankfully, it was a bit too early, as even 
my camellias hadn’t started to flower.

Talking of flowering, I have had some splendid displays on many plants 
this spring. I enclose a couple of photographs of these, Rhododendron 
edgeworthii and R. ‘Fragrantissimum’. My R. edgeworthii is a form that 
I obtained from Trewithen Gardens in Cornwall several years ago and it 
has particularly fine foliage. By contrast, my Glendoick plant (JN 1055), 
situated nearby, has never been really happy, suffering from frequent die-
back and whitish spotting on some leaves. I recall that the Trewithen plant 
is growing in a more organically enriched compost (chiefly composted 
bark) so I imagine this is the reason.
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A few plants have flowered for the first time this spring. Rhododendron 
pocophorum (KW8289) with its dark crimson flowers, superb very dark 
shiny foliage and fine indumentum, and R. lanatum (C and S 1647). I 
mentioned my R. lanatum to Alan Clark and Ian Sinclair at Gargunnock 
in April, as I thought the flower colour a bit unusual. The corolla is a very 
pale pink but with a quite distinctive crimson patch on the upper lobe 
and red spotting within. I didn’t ask Alan and Ian where they collected 
the seeds but the young leaves have a fairly persistent greyish brown 
indumentum on the upper surface, cinnamon below.

I must mention some of my dwarf species. I have a small plant of 
Rhododendron nivale obtained from Glendoick in 2005, which almost 
died last spring, so I pruned it down to a couple of inches from the 
ground. It responded with some healthy new growth (an inch or so) 
and has produced its fine little purplish flowers this spring. It is situated 
on my rock garden and shaded from the afternoon sun. Alongside is R. 
calostrotum ssp. keleticum Radicans, a ground hugging plant, little more 
than an inch high. This too has afternoon shade. It produced two purple 
flowers in late May on long stalks, similar to R. campylogynum. 

After nearly eight years in Cornwall, we 
are moving back home to South Wales, 
hopefully in early September. This is 
due in no small way to our daughter and 
son-in-law in Barry having produced us 
a grandson. However, the move is not 
entirely family motivated. We always 
thought from the outset that we would 
spend about ten years in Cornwall before 
going home. Needless to say, much of 
my garden will be moving with us but I 
will talk more of that later.

Pictures by Brian Moss
Previous page: Rhododendron 

edgeworthii
This page: R. ‘Fragratissimum
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Gold Medal for Millais Nurseries at RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show

David Millais at his award winning exhibit

Specialist rhododendron growers Millais Nurseries, of Churt, near 
Farnham, Surrey were delighted to gain a Gold medal from the Royal 
Horticultural Society for their exhibit of rhododendrons and azaleas.  
This is the first gold medal for rhododendrons for 14 years and the first 
gold for Millais Nurseries.

Their theme was “British Plants” and every plant had a British story of 
adventure or breeding behind it.  Preparations for the Chelsea exhibit 
started long before Christmas, and were a particular challenge.  “After a 
cold winter we thought all the flowers would be late, but the exceptional 
warmth and light levels of April encouraged the blooms to flower up 
to 4 weeks early.  Fortunately our friends at Blackmoor Fruit Nursery 
helped us out with cold storage.  Most of our plants were held back at 3ºC 
waiting for their time to shine!” said David Millais.  

The exhibit featured an island bed showing larger growing hybrids 
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cascading down in size through interesting wild collected foliage species, 
deciduous azaleas and “yakushimanum” hybrids, with evergreen azaleas 
and dwarf varieties forming the front of the exhibit.  A particular feature 
of the display was the wonderful foliage of many rare species, planted to 
simulate a gushing stream running through a Himalayan mountainside. 
They only showed a small selection of their vast range, and clearly 
demonstrated how versatile and diverse rhododendrons can be. The 
judges were particularly impressed with the use of the species plants that 
formed the striking effect of the mountain.  Of particular note was the 
wonderful dwarf Rhododendron campylogynum Myrtilloides Group with 
its plum purple thimble shaped flowers, which attracted lots of attention 
from collectors and the general public.

Rhododendron 
‘Pink Sunset’

Much admired were Keith Rushforth’s collection of Rhododendron 
kesangiae with wonderful bronze tinted foliage.  Other highlights were 
R. ‘Sappho’ with its ice white flowers and prominent purple blotch and 
the stunning R. ‘Vintage Rose’ with delicate pale pink bell flowers that 
was certainly one of the public’s favourites.  The rich deep purple of 
R. ‘Cetewayo’, an old Waterer variety from before 1883, also drew lots 
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of interest.  It was impossible for anyone to pass the exhibit without 
commenting on the wonderful scent of the large deciduous azaleas. Ted 
Millais’s azalea R. ‘Silverwood’, white with a prominent yellow blotch, 
and his deep red, R. ‘Crosswater Red’, were amazing plants.

Rhododendron ‘Pink Sunset’ was launched at the show.  It was originally 
bred at Exbury Gardens and is probably an un-named grex of R. ‘Mrs 
Eddy’, dating from around 1950.  David Millais selected this clone from 
a group of seven seedlings all admired and growing at Graham Ferguson’s 
Malt House garden in Hampshire and managed to propagate it by grafting.  
The large pink flowers have attractive deep burgundy markings on the 
upper lobes.  It is a late flowering plant for May and early June, reaching 
150-180cm in 10 years.  

This was Millais Nurseries third exhibit at Chelsea, and they were the 
only specialist rhododendron grower at the Show.  All their plants are 
British grown using a wide range of organic practices wherever possible 
to produce high quality healthy plants.

The Millais Nurseries trials garden and plant centre is open throughout 
the year.  (Crosswater Lane, Churt, Farnham, Surrey) Telephone: 
01252 792698.  Visit their fully searchable and secure website at www.
rhododendrons.co.uk where you can order online.
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Book Review

Scotland for Gardeners, the Guide to Scottish Gardens, 
Nurseries and Garden Centres by Kenneth Cox,

ISBN 9781841585765

This is the most luscious garden guidebook I have come across, filled with 
excellent photographs by Ray Cox of nearly every garden mentioned.

It is far more than just a guide book, for Kenneth’s extensive knowledge 
of the history of gardening in Scotland and his true love of the subject 
pulls you in like a best selling novel.  The generous introduction makes 
even the most novice gardener feel like they know something of value 
and are part of something special. Along with the glimpse of history and 
the wee lesson is gardeners’ etiquette, are suggestions for improving and 
protecting the riches of the Scottish garden.  There is a deep sense of 
caring for the land that is Scotland and a desire for us to love it too.

The body of the guide is clearly divided in to eight logical geographical 
areas, and the pages are handsomely colour-coded for skipping around. 

As a bit of an adventurer, the best thing for me is the extensive range of 
gardens that are covered in the book.  Kenneth mentions virtually every 
garden that is open to the public, even those only open for the odd day 
or two.  

And he has had the foresight of setting up a website, scotlandforgardeners.
com, so that changes of details like opening and closing times can easily 
be found. He’s thought of everything -as you would expect from so 
formidable a plantsman and gardener.

I really had to look hard for something that isn’t perfect about this 
guide. The layout is beautiful, the organisation superb, the comments 
entertaining and enlightening, the photos fabulous.  The only tiny niggle 
I could come up with is that each description of every garden is set in a 
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single block of text, which for some of the larger places is just a a little bit 
daunting.  But then I am very much a web person now, and schooled to 
put myself and my business across in small blocks of words.  Up to date 
is not necessarily correct, just what I am used to.

It is hard to be unbiased when you love a book, so this is probably not the 
greatest book review ever written. The simple fact is that it was love at 
first sight and this book is my constant companion now when I an driving 
anywhere in Scotland. Hope you all enjoy it as much as I do.

Derby Stewart-Amsden
Ashwhin, Dunstaffnage Mains Farm
with a loony “green” garden

Derby is the designer of the SRS website, and helps the editor to 
keep it up to date.

Visit her own fascinating website at: www.ashwhin.com
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Tours and Meetings Programme: 2009 & 2010

John M. Hammond
Chairman, Tours & Meetings Sub-committee

2009 Autumn Conference: Osberton Nurseries and Garden Visits, 
Worksop, Retford & Stainborough. Saturday 12th – Sunday 13th 
September, 2009  

Details and Booking Forms for the above Conference were circulated in 
late June to those members who returned the proforma requesting further 
details.  

Saturday, 12th September: This is a rare opportunity to gain an insight into 
the workings of a large wholesale nursery operation that produces a wide 
range of rhododendrons and azaleas for the garden centre and supermarket 
trades.  The production is carried out at two geographically separate sites 
and we will follow the generation of plant material from propagation to 
the despatch of a marketable plant.  There will be demonstrations and 
ample opportunity to discuss the methodology and techniques employed 
in the propagation and growing-on stages.  It is clear from the background 
discussions to date that there are some aspects of the production cycle that 
are thought provoking and will make members reconsider their own way 
of approach to propagation and growing-on plants.  If you have an interest 
in raising plants from cuttings then this will be a day you cannot afford 
to miss!  Inevitably, there are concerns about Phytophthera ramorum 
and P. kernovia in any nursery operation connected with the raising of 
rhododendrons and the impact of these pathogens will be discussed.  We 
are very grateful to Symon, Penny and Will Murch for their assistance in 
organising this event. 

In the evening the after-dinner speaker for the Hamish I.T. Gunn Memorial 
Lecture is planned to be John Simmons, ex Curator at R.B.G. Kew, who 
will talk about Jim Russell and the establishing of Ray Wood Garden at 
Castle Howard.  John accompanied the Tour Group around Sheringham 
Garden this Spring and also joined the Group that visited Castle Howard 
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several years ago. 

Sunday, 13th September:  On Sunday morning we have arranged a 
conducted tour of Wentworth Castle Gardens, near Barnsley, which 
is around 45 minutes drive from the hotel. Wentworth is the home of 
National Collections of rhododendrons, camellias and magnolias, and 
the gardens have undergone major restoration works to return the design 
landscape and gardens to their original 18th Century layout.  The formal 
gardens have been fully restored, other areas of the gardens have been 
re-laid out, the National Collections have been ‘enhanced’ and a secret 
garden is currently under restoration. 

If you have not already requested details then please contact Gloria 
Starck, our Tours and Meetings Co-ordinator, at the below address.

2010 Spring Tour Programme:  Tour of the 
Rhododendron Gardens of Belgium. 

Tuesday 11th May – Sunday 16th May, 2010 

Details and travel arrangements for the above tour were scheduled to be 
circulated in early-July to those members who returned the proforma sent 
out earlier this year requesting further details.  Brightwater Holidays have 
now provided an outline itinerary for the visits to a wonderful selection 
of gardens that the Tours & Meetings Sub-committee have selected in the 
Flanders region of Northern Belgium.  If you have not already requested 
details then please contact Gloria Starck, our Tours and Meetings Co-
ordinator, at the below address.

Gloria Starck
Ordha Coille

Kilberry
Argyll

PA29 6YD
Tel :  01880 770257 

E.mail : david@lochlorien.free-online.co.uk
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Deutsche Rhododendron-Gesellschaft e.V.
Marcusallee 60 - 28359 Bremen - Germany
www.rhodo.org - info@rhodo.org

75th Anniversary of the
German Rhododendron Society

75th Anniversary of the
German Rhododendron Society

International Rhododendron Symposium
May 18-20 2010

&
Anniversary Annual Meeting

May 20-23 2010
&

Post-Excursion
May 24-25 2010

You are cordially invited to join the

Registration will start appr. in October 2009
Watch out for details: www.rhodo.org/2010

International Rhododendron-Symposium May 18-20, 2010:
• Talks (in English) of rhododendron experts from Scotland, England, USA, France,

Sweden, Australia, Canada, Germany etc., three Rhododendron sessions:
- Rhododendrons in Europe: preservation, promotion, presentation
- Rhododendrons on the “other side of the world”: cultivation, collections, challenges
- Rhododendrons in their native habitats: expeditions, evolution, endangerment

• Symposium dinner and lecture

The Anniversary Annual Meeting includes:
• Reception in the main town hall (UNESCO world heritage site) & Gala dinner
• Guided tours and specials events in the Rhododendron-Park Bremen
• Visit of the “RHODO 2010” in Westerstede
• Excursions to rhododendron parks and nurseries in north-western Germany

The Post Excursion includes:
• Historic rhododendron parks in Oldenburg and East-Frisia
• Hachmann Rhododendron Nursery in Schleswig-Holstein
• Rhododendron Garden „planten en bloomen“

and Sightseeing tour in Hamburg
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The Seed Exchange

Willie Campbell

Last year I ran the seed exchange for the first time, if you have any 
feedback please Email me or send a letter to the usual address. I do hope 
you had some or all success with your seeds. I sowed my seeds for the first 
time in spaghnam moss and had good germination but some difficulty in 
transplanting. This was partly due to not shredding the moss finely but 
nevertheless it was a good sowing.

The seed exchange should be an integral part of being a Society member, 
sharing good plants by distributing seeds to others.

Please start to prepare any seeds of rhododendron (HP), magnolia, 
primulas, meconopsis or any other companion plants that would grace 
the woodland and rhododendron garden.

I would be particularly keen to find out if any of our members are creating 
crosses and have any spare seed to distribute to our members.

Also any seed collected by our members overseas.

Collect your seeds for the seed exchange

Send your seed to Willie Campbell
Stables Flat, 
Gargunnock Estate,
Gargunnock,
Stirling, FK8 3AZ

Seed Listings will be sent out in December by Email, please contact me 
for a postal copy,

Willie Campbell
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Letter to the Editor

Dear John,

I bought from the seed exchange in 2007, (I think perhaps, the seed 
originated in your garden), a packet of Lillium mackliniae, and sowed 
them on 1st March 08. Germination was good and I pricked them out 
after the coleoptile had reached a reasonable development. Two thirds of 
them promptly ‘died’ and spent the summer languishing in pots suitably 
neglected. It was only last week during a garden clear up that, as I threw 
the ‘empty’ pots onto the compost heap I noticed embryonic lilies in 
the compost. After searching my brain I recalled that Liliacae can enter 
double dormancy, and that after a period of warmth (summer 08!!!) and a 
further period of cold (the approaching winter), growth will resume. Well 
here’s hoping. I just wondered how many other members had thrown 
away viable embryonic plants? This will also apply to Cardiocrinum 
seed. I managed to rescue most of my discarded stock and look forward 
to them maturing over the next couple of years 

Best wishes, Ralph Millward.
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Committee Members

Our Office Bearers  are:

President: David Starck 
Vice President  and Tours & Visits Manager: John Hammond
Hon. Vice Presidents: David Chamberlain, Peter Cox
Hon. Secretary: Willie Campbell
Hon. Treasurer: Rick Potter

Other Committee Members:
Past President: Ian Douglas
Hon. Publications Editor: John Roy
Publications Manager: Matt Heasman
Shows Manager: Ian Sinclair 
Membership Secretary: Helen Kessell 
Technical Director: Michael Thornley
Tours & Meetings Co-ordinator: Gloria Starck
Advertising Manager: Philip Rankin

Directors:
George Argent
Janet Gibson

Contact Information:

President: David Starck, Ordha Coille, Kilberry, Argyll PA29 6YD. 
Tel: 01880 770257
Email: david@lochlorien.free-online.co.uk

Hon. Secretary: William Campbell, The Stables, Gargunnock Estate, 
Gargunnock, Stirlingshire, FK8 3AZ.
Tel: 01786 860392
Email: william.campbellwj@btinternet.com
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Hon. Treasurer: Rick Potter, 3 Solsgirth House, Langmuir Road, 
Kirkintilloch, G66 3XN.
Tel: 0141 270 6315 (days), 0141 777 8354 (evenings/weekends)
Email: rick.potter@maxwellbruce.com

Tours and Visits Manager: John Hammond, The Three Chimneys, 12 
Cockey Moor Road, Starling, Bury, Lancashire, BL8 2HB.
Tel: 0161 764 1116
Email: hammondsrhodies@supanet.com

Hon. Publications Editor: John Roy, Brecklet House, Ballachulish, 
Argyll, PH49 4JG.
Tel: 01855 811465
Email: john.roy2@btopenworld.com

Publications Manager: Matt Heasman, 9 Dunbeath Grove, Blantyre, G72 
0GL.
Tel: 01698 711089
Email: matthew.heasman@virgin.net

Advertising Manager: Philip Rankin, 7 Hillview Terrace, Edinburgh, 
EH12 8RA.
Tel: 0131 334 4213
Email: p.rankin@blueyonder.co.uk

The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the 
SRS committee. The committee, however, support the right to freedom 
of speech.
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