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Editorial Edicts
Welcome to the summer/autumn 2010 edition of the SRS Review.
Our very enjoyable tour of gardens in Belgium is fully reported garden
by garden. After Belgium three of us had decided to move on to Bremen
where the German Rhododendron Society was celebrating its 75th anniversary with a varied and enjoyable conference centred around the Bremen
Rhododendron-Park. I have not reported anything on the Bremen celebrations in this issue, as it was not an official SRS tour, but I shall write
an article on my personal view of the conference and the subsequent
garden visits, and include it in the Yearbook, which will be published this
winter.
Here the summer was that of two extremes. Up till June, things had
been very dry, but true to form, when island communities were starting
to worry about water supplies drying up, the heavens opened, and record
breaking levels of rain fell in July. John Hammond has much more to say
in his President’s Notes about water supplies in his part of the UK.
As indicated above, the next publication will be the Yearbook during
the winter. This will put us back on the previous routine of having two
reviews during the year, and a yearbook in winter when less is happening
in the garden. The last two yearbooks have been dedicated to the 2008
Conference. I will therefore be looking for articles on more in depth subjects. Anything to do with rhododendrons, their companion plants, plant
hunting expeditions etc. Articles should be 1,000 to 3,000 words long.
And, yes, it’s you the membership who will provide the articles by the
end of October!
John Roy
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Presidents Prattle
John M. Hammond
In spite of the most severe and protracted winter since 1981, it was
a joy to look around the hall at our National Show, held on 1st May in
Gargunnock, Stirling, and see the tables filled with an excellent range of
colourful trusses. But even more pleasing was to see first-time exhibitors
walk away with a significant number of cups and trophies, which should
provide much needed encouragement to other members to come along
and participate in the Annual Show. We were fortunate this year to have
a panel of three judges: Dr. David Chamberlain, Alan Clark and Gordon
Wylie. Gordon, a Past President A.R.S., had travelled from Oregon to
participate in the Society’s activities this spring, and this is a reminder of
the friendships and two-way exchanges that members have the opportunity of enjoying at an International level.
At our A.G.M., held in parallel with the Show, a ‘changing of the
guard’ was enacted in terms of Officers and Directors. I had the honour
of taking over the reins of President from David Starck, and I would like
to take this opportunity to thank David for his work over the past seven
years, including signing up sponsors for the 2008 International Rhododendron Conference. Ian Sinclair has become our Vice-President, and I
look forward to working with Ian whose knowledge and experience in all
things horticultural will stand the Society in good stead for the future. Dr.
George Argent became a Hon. Vice-President and we are very grateful
to George for his continuing background support in many aspects of our
activities. Colin Whitehead was elected to serve as a new Director and
we look forward to welcoming him at the next meeting of the ‘Committee’. Indeed, we are most fortunate to have a hard-working and sociable
group at the helm of our organisation.
Continuing on the theme of overseas friends and acquaintances, a
group of 25 members recently returned from a very successful tour of
eleven Belgian gardens and arboretums. This Review is carrying reports
by the ‘volunteers’ to whom John Roy happened to allocate the write-up
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of each of the visits. Six of our garden visits were facilitated in no small
way by Philippe de Spoelberch and Albert De Raedt. Some members
will recall meeting Philippe and his Director-Curator, Dr. Koen Camelbeke, at the 2008 International Rhododendron Conference, and they both
spent a full day with us as tour guides at both Herkenrode and Arboretum
Wespelaar. Albert is a highly respected plantsman whom I have corresponded with for a number of years; he is author of the monograph De
Harde Gentse, and acted as our tour guide for a day and a half whilst we
visited three private gardens and Arboretum Het Leen. This underlines
the importance of establishing friendships with kindred spirits in other
parts of the world and working together in ways that are mutually beneficial. Gardeners and horticulturalists have a ‘knack’ of overcoming the
barriers of language, which in this case was Flemish; indeed, the smiling
faces of all concerned clearly indicated that everyone, from both sides of
the English Channel, enjoyed the visits and discussions.
It is no secret that, as a result of the pathogen problems affecting
many key gardens in the vicinity of Scotland’s West Coast, our last three
Annual Shows have been held in Eastern and Central Scotland. It is
now time that we worked towards holding our National Show at its traditional venue in Argyll and, with this is mind, we need to have a better
understanding of the requirements that need to be in place to enable this
to happen. I suspect that Phytophthora ramorum and P. kernoviae are
going to be with us for the foreseeable future and, in my view, we need to
be more pro-active in ‘learning to live’ with these diseases. Around thirty
years ago the emergence of the ‘Powdery Mildew’ disease was considered a disaster and many rhododendron enthusiasts preferred not to know
about the problem, whilst others would only talk about the pathogen
behind closed doors; so, it was difficult to get any clear understanding
as to the overall impact of the disease. A decade later, when the scientific community eventually decided that ‘Powdery Mildew’ could not be
contained and eradicated, it was forecast that the disease would wipe out
all the rhododendrons in Britain. Fortunately, that did not happen. There
are now clear indications that this disease is currently on the wane. The
Cinnabarina subsection, one of the most affected group of species, as
were its many hybrids, are once again starting to perform well in many
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of the gardens I visit and, whilst there are still some residual signs of the
mildew, it is evident that nature in its own way has enabled the plants to
develop a resistance to the disease.
In the same way, I believe it is unlikely that man will find a way
of completely containing and eradicating Phytophthora ramorum and
P. kernoviae, despite the cutting-down and burning of plant material in
gardens and woodlands along Britain’s West Coast. The removal and
burning of healthy, unaffected plants of historic significance, just because
they are located close to plant material that has been identified as having
contracted one or other of the pathogens, is a major disaster from any
perspective. As an active plant and garden conservationist, I continue
to wonder whether the destruction of healthy plants raised from original
wild-collected seed is necessary. Despite the on-going work to contain
and mitigate the impact of the pathogens, and, in the light of the fact that
the pathogens are proving difficult to eradicate in some gardens, and the
number of affected locations is still on the increase, this does suggest that
perhaps the only practical way of approach will be to let nature take its
course. However, this is a personal view; and, meanwhile, there are spasmodic reports suggesting politicians are continuing to struggle to find
the necessary resources to support the scientific inspection programme
in the field. Unfortunately, this time around, the scientific community
are not keen on discussing the problem; so few details of overall policy,
activities, problems, progress and research find their way into the public
domain, and the scant information for the past year on the SGRPID
website is a clear indication of this situation. All of which suggests that
both enthusiasts and horticulturalists are, in general terms, still outside
the consultation framework.
Our last three National Rhododendron Shows have been held with
the same specific measures in place to manage and minimise the risks,
which was agreed in regard to the 2008 Show held at the R.B.G., Edinburgh, in the unlikely event of contaminated plant material being brought
along by an exhibitor for display. So, we are already well versed in managing a show in a responsible way under adverse conditions. I have
asked Mike Thornley, our Technical Director, to make further enquiries to
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ascertain if any further measures will be needed to hold a show at a venue
on Scotland’s West Coast. This may not be an easy matter to address,
however, from my perspective it is all part of the learning curve to gain
an understanding of the politics surrounding the present position.
I hope you have been able to enjoy your garden this spring and, if
like me, you have lost a few large plants to the ravages of the past winter,
then this will be an opportunity to find a home for some of those other
plants you always wanted.
John Hammond
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Secretary’s Scribbles
Willie Campbell
When will it rain? Things at Gargunnock are very dry; watering
takes up so much of my time. I am setting up automatic watering system
around the garden. It’s the spring plantings that are the problem. Last
year we had too much rain, we are never happy!
We have had such a busy time, with the Show, AGM, Garden Tours
in the Stirling area and that super trip to Belgium. Although in Belgium
we saw a lot of rhododendrons, I have to say for me it was the trees and
magnolias that did it. The arboretums were just superb, well spaced trees
taking up a position for a lifetime. I always seem to plant too close and
have to move things after a few years. It would be fascinating to return to
these gardens in autumn. The colour must be spectacular.
The Show and AGM were again held at Gargunnock Village Hall
but we need to look forward and to a new venue. Have any of you any
suggestions, a hall suitable for the Show?
Your Society again had a promotional stand with the Specialists
Societies area at Gardening Scotland. The stand was busy as usual with
questions from the general public on diseases that affect rhododendrons
and of course “can you prune rhododendrons”. We are asked this every
year. Perhaps we should arrange a workshop with pruning as a topic.
We were in a good position with The Glorious Gardens stand adjacent
to our stand and the Meconopsis Group just two along. We thank all the
members who manned the stand and helped with the set-up.
As usual the committee would always welcome any suggestions to
improve the way your Society functions, operates our practical workshops, our tours, the shows and publications, we want to hear from you.
We especially would like to welcome the following new members
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to the Society and hope they will enjoy the fellowship of likeminded
rhodoholics:
Florence Clarke, Leswalt, Stranraer.
Michie MacDonald, Auchileeks, by Pitlochry
Willie Campbell
Hon. Secretary
01786 860392 or Email: william.campbellwj@btinternet.com
Willie Campbell

8

Treasurer’s Tittle Tattle
Willie Campbell
Good news on two fronts, firstly in this time of austerity it was good
to report to the AGM that the Committee have agreed with me to maintain
the SRS subscriptions at the same rate as last year, £15.00 for Individual
Membership and £18.00 for Family Membership.
The ARS subscriptions will again be decided in November when we
take into account the exchange rates and come up with the subscription
costs.
Secondly, as you are aware I am was only acting Treasurer and in
the last review I was looking to recruit a Society Treasurer, well the good
news is that Colin Whitehead has agreed to take over next year after some
other commitments. Colin has come on to the Committee as a Director
and I feel sure he will enjoy the experience.
At present the Society is in a reasonable financial state, but postage,
printing costs are ever increasing. We do a lot work ourselves in house;
John and Matt spend many hours working on the Yearbooks and Reviews,
editing and stuffing envelopes.
Tours in the past few years have been well attended, but many
organisations, hotels etc need deposits up front and we need to make
these payments well in advance of the tours taking place. We ring fence
some monies in case we cancel, through lack of interest or other factors.
So please keep attending. The tours are fun, educational and interesting,
and not just for experts.
Willie Campbell
Hon. Treasurer
Willie Campbell
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Silver Medal Award: Chris Callard
John M. Hammond
The following Silver Medal was awarded by Ted Stecki, President
A.R.S. on May 16, 2010 at the Society’s conference in Ronkonkoma,
New York:
“For over a decade you have provided a valuable service to an international community who seek information on Vireya Rhododendrons
with your website: www.vireya.net. By creating an easily accessible
place to go for information on Vireyas, you have extended our knowledge and appreciation of these unique plants. You have been foremost in
promoting their culture & history.
Your website provides photos, articles and summary information
not readily obtainable from other sources. You have generously given
your time and energy to create and maintain this website. Your efforts are
enjoyed and appreciated by all who visit www.vireya.net.
For your significant contributions, the American Rhododendron
Society is pleased to present the Silver Medal award to Chris Callard.”
Chris, a longtime member of the S.R.S., has been one of the mainstays in pulling together those members of the A.R.S., who have an interest in Vireyas, and whose geographical locations are thinly spread on
an International scale. This has been even more pertinent since we lost
Christopher Fairweather, another Vireya aficionado, some years ago, and
in some ways Chris Callard has taken forward some of the activities that
Christopher Fairweather was involved in.  Chris has not only put together
a wonderful website, he has also established a “network” that the Vireya
enthusiasts use to keep in contact and support each other in what is
still very much a minority interest within the field of rhododendrons. He
has been a regular visitor to the R.B.G., Edinburgh to study the institutions well-known collection in liaison with George Argent. We would
add our congratulations to those of his vireya friends.
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Letter to the Editor
Apprenticeship in Landscape Gardening, Bremen
I am a teacher of young people (16 to 21 years old), who serve
an apprenticeship in landscape gardening. In Germany the learning of
a vocation is well organised, so that you usually learn for three years.
In these years you work for a company, and go to school. In Bremen
the pupils come to school 4 times per year for about 3-5 weeks and in
between they work. If a pupil has a good school graduation the course
can reduce to 2 years.
I would like to initiate an international apprenticeship in which the
apprentices spend some time in a foreign country. They would go to a
landscaping school but also work for a landscaping company or a botanical garden or similar.
If anyone can help with information about the organisation of
apprenticeships where you are, or send me the email address of someone
who would be interested in initiating such an international apprenticeship, I would be very grateful.
Thank you very much.
Reinhild Schrader-Moller,
Schulzentrum Sek ll,
An der Alwin-Lonke Str. 71,
28719 Bremen,
Germany
Email: rsm@alonke.hb.schule.de
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SRS Annual Show – Saturday 1st May 2010
Gargunnock Village Hall
Gloria Starck
It was that time of year again, but following such a hard winter I was
quite concerned about this year’s Rhododendron Show at Gargunnock.
In Argyll the weather had been very cold and frosty for months on end.
This had slowed the rhododendrons down and everything seemed to be
late coming into flower.
Fortunately we had a few rhododendrons in flower so decided we
would enter this year’s show. We have never entered plant material
before so it was a voyage into the unknown. David and I have both
entered photographs in the past.
As we drove over to Gargunnock on the Saturday morning the rain
began, not a good sign on show day. When we arrived the hall was
already busy with entries being set out and advice being given to those
who were unsure of what class to put their entries in. I quickly set up
our plant material in the appropriate classes and got out of the way until
judging was ready to commence.
The judges this year were David Chamberlain, Alan Clark and a
guest judge from the USA, Gordon Wylie. The stewards to the judges
were Janet Gibson, John Roy and myself. The judging started almost on
time – it takes a while to get us all organised!
My doubts about the number and quality of the entries following
the bad winter were unfounded as the hall was crowded with entries.
The species section was judged first – that’s Classes 1 – 25. This is
David Chamberlain’s speciality and he was impressed by the quality of
the entries. Glendoick tend to dominate in this section, but it was good
to see others, such as David Coombes, scoring highly.
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Left and below:
Show exhibits

Photos by John Roy
except where
mentioned

Left: Judges
from left David
Chamberlain,
Alan Clark,
Gordon Wylie
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Top: Gloria Starck receiving one of
her trophies
Above: Philip Rankin receiving his
trophy
Left: David Coombes with his three
trophies (Photo David Coombes)
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The hybrid section was also full of great specimens and the judging
took time, as there was much discussion. There were no entries in Class
37, which is for foliage only. This might be a good class for beginners as
you do not need to sacrifice flowering material from your favourite plant,
but your rhododendrons can probably spare a few sprays of leaves.
The next section to be judged was the restricted entry classes for
those who are new to submitting plant material into the competition.
There is nothing stopping beginners from entering any class in the competition, but this is a good entry level.
The entries for the Mervyn Kessell Cup were judged next. This
section is not for rhododendrons, but for companion plants – primulas,
herbaceous companion plants and woody stemmed companion plants.
So if you grow primulas or any of the other companion plants that grow
amongst the rhododendrons this is the section for you.
Once the judges have finished their basic judging they take an overview of the whole Show to choose the Best Hybrid in Show and the Best
Species in Show. The Best Hybrid in Show went to Glendoick for their
specimen of ‘Top Banana’. There was much discussion about the Best
Species in Show as one of the contenders was in Class 38, which is one of
the classes for new competitors and it would be very unusual for the Best
Species in Show to come from this section. However, the decision was
made unanimously that the Class 38 entry was indeed the Best Species
in the Show. The entry was Rhododendron alutaceum var. ‘Russotinctum’ entered by Ordha Coille Garden – which is David and myself, so I
was well pleased, although I had great difficulty keeping my expression
neutral while the judging was taking place.
The above only goes to prove that you do not need to be an expert to
make progress at the SRS Annual Show. If David & I can do it, anyone
can.
This year The Wildlife Photo Competition was judged by Ian Sinclair. He chose the 1st, 2nd and 3rd in each of the three sections and then
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had to choose an overall winner.
Here is a list of the winners with details of the criteria for winning
each cup.
The Kilarden Trophy – For the winner of Class 1
The George Sherriff Cup – For the most points in
Section 1
The Sir John Stirling Maxwell Trophy – For the
best species in the show grown in the open
The Harry Fairburn Cup – For the most points in
restricted Classes 38 – 41
The David Stuart Cup – For the best species or
hybrid exhibited in Classes 38 – 41
The John Hammond Cup – For the most points in
the species and hybrid Azalea Classes (25, 34, 35)
The Argyll & Bute Trophy – For the most points in
all Classes grown in an Argyll & Bute garden
The Scottish Rhododendron Society Cup – For
the best hybrid in the Show
The Keyline Cup – For the most points in all
Classes grown in a garden of up to an acre
The Marlene Storah Cup – For the most points in
restricted Section 5 (Classes 42 – 45)
The Mervyn Kessell Cup – For the most points in
Classes 42 and 43
The Wild Argyll Cup – For the best photographic
print in the Show

Glendoick
Glendoick
Ordha Coille
David Coombes
Ordha Coille
Glendoick
Ordha Coille
Glendoick
David Coombes
David Coombes
Philip Rankin
Fiona Campbell

Well folks, I think that is all for this year. I’m not sure where next
year’s Show will be held, but it will be well publicised, so if you have
not been before or have not attended for some years, please come and see
us in 2010. Bring your exhibits with you even if you have never entered
before. Help is always available.
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Post Show Garden Tours
Three gardens in the central belt of Scotland were visited on the
Sunday following our successful rhododendron show.

Culbuie
Ian Douglas

Culbuie, the home of Ian and Avril Galloway lies fifteen miles west
of Stirling, just outside Buchlyvie. It is a five acre garden with stunning
views north and west to the mountains, Ben Lomond and Ben Venue
being prominent.
The garden contains many mature rhododendron hybrids, which we
were too early to see in bloom. These are complemented by a number
of interesting trees, including a large Chamaecyparis pisifera ‘Filifera’,
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Metasequoia glyptostroboides, a nice group of three Betula utilis var.
jacquemontii, Eucryphyia ‘Rostrevor’ and two Cornus kousa. Probably
the finest tree in the garden was a wonderful multi-stemmed specimen of
Juniperus recurva var. coxii.
Perhaps one of the most attractive features was a large woodland
and bog garden with plants selected to give colour over a long period,
starting with Helleborus, Narcissus and moving to Dicentra, Anemone,
Epimedium, Meconopsis, Euphorbia, and Ligularia. This is just a selection of the plants in this area.
Despite the cold morning, the ambience of the garden made it difficult to pull ourselves away.
We thanked Mrs Galloway and her head gardener David for being
such patient guides.

Pictures of Culbuie by John Roy
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Colzium Walled Garden, Kilsyth
John Holland

On arriving at Kilsyth it was something of a surprise to find that
the walled garden was part of an extensive public park. Being a Bank
Holiday weekend (including fine weather!) the whole venue was well
patronised. When we reached our destination, our party was met by our
enthusiastic and knowledgeable guide, Jim Marklow. He oversees the
collection within the walled area for North Lanarkshire Council.
Jim gave us a brief history of the area, which had been part of the
estate of the Earl of Lennox from the 12th Century. In 1645 on the 15th
of August the area witnessed the Battle of Kilsyth between Montrose and
the Covenanters. In more settled times the walled garden was built to
provide a source of fresh vegetables and fruits for the local laird, but in
recent times, with the ownership passing to the local council the garden
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Pictures of Colzium by John Roy
became an arboretum, with an extensive collection of ornamental trees
and shrubs, along with a considerable number of rhododendrons, both
species and hybrids. When originally built, the walls had contained
several large lean-to greenhouses with ‘double-flued walls’ to facilitate
central heating (coal fired) and had been a kitchen garden. The buildings
were removed in the 1990s.
We entered the Garden through a pair of recently restored wroughtiron gates which were flanked on one side by a well flowered Rhododendron williamsianum which had no sign of recent frost damage. We
were advised that the elevated position gave a noticeable lift in temperature, even on raw winter days. Inside, the garden had an impressively
well-maintained look. Clean gravel paths were immaculate, bordered by
equally tidy narrow grass strips and wide beds full of plants. Needless
to say no weeds were to be seen! Jim amused us when he kicked a low
conifer and remarked that a rabbit (known to him) was skulking beneath
the canopy; an obvious resident.
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Without Jim’s knowledge, a copy of Hillier’s ‘Manual of Trees and
Shrubs’ would have been useful to hone-up on the variety of conifers on
display, and what a bonus. Every genus was represented and all with full
labelling, which emphasised the botanical nature of the garden. We were
advised that some careful pruning is used to maintain shape and size,
particularly with the more dwarf examples of Picea, Pinus etc. Pinus
strobus was sadly to be removed as it had blight. It might have been
blister rust, Cronartium ribicola, which is a common cause of decay.
Nearby, Jim drew our attention to a large Magnolia x soulangeana and
remarked that he had known it as ‘old’ when he first worked in the garden
as a boy. There was a nice Sciadopitys verticillata and a specimen of
Pinus sylvestris var. aurea, with its attractive yellow needles. It is said
that this variety does not always have a long life but the one we viewed
seemed healthy enough.
I was particularly attracted to a rarely seen conifer: Phyllocladus
alpinus (Alpine Celery-topped Pine), the only species of a New Zealand
genus which is hardy in this country. The foliage is unlike that of a normal
pine and has leaf-like, flattened branchlets. There were other shrubs such
as several Enkianthus with the lovely urn-shaped flowers, and a Tsuga
canadensis, very beautiful as a specimen on its own.
For the rhododendrons, we saw several R. yakushimanum, along
with R. campylogynum, R. racemosum and R. calostrotum, plus several
other smaller species. Hybrids ranged from R. ‘Tibet’, nice white flowers
but slightly tender, R. ‘Elizabeth’ and R. ‘Baden Baden’ with a curious
twist to the leaves. Larger hybrids ranged from R. ‘Robert Louis Stevenson’, a very good red with excellent indumentum, to R. ‘Moonstone’ and
R. ‘Cowslip’, both reliable performers. Of particular interest to myself
was R. ‘Streatley’ as it confirmed my view that a plant here at Greenways
is not of that ilk. I need to do more research!
Varieties of Anemone nemorosa were used for ground cover and
later, lilies of various colours brighten the few open areas. At the end
of our visit we were left with the memory of a very enjoyable tour of a
delightful garden, beautifully maintained and a credit to the staff who
work there.
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John Hammond proposed a vote of thanks to our guide Jim Marklow,
who had spent his Bank Holiday afternoon introducing us to a well-balanced collection of rhododendrons as well as a wide selection of conifers.

Aeolia & Blackmill, Kilsyth
Colin Whitehead
The final visit of the day was to two adjacent gardens in Kilsyth,
the Aeolia garden of George and Joyce Murdoch (members of SRS) and
the Blackmill garden of their neighbour Alan Patrick. The Aeolia garden
was a north-west sloping field when George moved into his new house
51 years ago, but over time it has been transformed into a lovely garden
with a fine collection of labelled rhododendrons. Originally there was a
lot of Rhododendron ponticum, but now only one survives. Many rhododendrons had been grown from seed from Thompson & Morgan, including a 45 year old R. ‘Loderi’. Other old hybrids, including a large R.
‘Cynthia’, had been obtained from local garden centres. There was a R.
wardii in bloom and a lovely white mound of R. ‘Dora Amateis’. There
were also a few trophies from a visit to Oregon including an extravagant
R. ‘Perfectly Pink’ (light pink with dark red centre). The garden had other
features apart from the rhododendrons; there was a pond supplied with
water from the roof that fed into the remains of an old swimming pool
converted into a bog garden, replete with multicoloured primulas. There
was also a small greenhouse and a sale of some home grown plants.
Our visit was cut short by a sudden hailstorm, so we dashed to
Alan’s next door where his garage had been converted into a tearoom.
The warming cuppa and generous supply of scones and cake gave timely
respite from the weather and after the shower had passed we ventured
forth gain. Alan’s garden was a complete contrast – not a rhododendron
in sight! It was the site of an old mill by the side of a steep gorge. The
old mill lade coming off the side of a spectacular waterfall now provided
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the supply for an elaborate water garden that also included the remains of
an old swimming pool. There was an intricate layout of neatly trimmed
paths and bridges over the channels enclosing beds of conifers, shrubs
and a wide range of other plants. The hospitality of both George and Alan
was outstanding and we went away quite astonished at how two adjacent
gardens could have been fashioned into such different but distinctive
characters.

Pictures of
Aeolia and
Blackmill gardens
by John Roy
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Spring Tour of Gardens and Nurseries of Belgium
May 2010
This was an ambitious tour, the first the S.R.S. has organised outside
the United Kingdom and Eire. Brightwater Holidays provided a comfortable coach, experienced courier and careful steady bus driver. It
went like clockwork.
Behind the scenes, the organising committee work very hard at ensuring the success of these trips. And more so when the tour is across the
English Channel. A huge thank you to the committee from everyone
who was on this trip, which included three guests from the U.S.A.

Nationale Plantentuin van Belgie
Willie Campbell

Above: Enjoying the garden in the rain
Opposite page: Cercis and Deutzia
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It was a sunny morning outside the Gatwick Travelodge and after a
hearty breakfast (well as much as you could eat) the party of 23 members
of the Society boarded the Brightwater Tours coach. We were quickly on
our way to Dover terminal to board the P&O ferry for what turned out to
be an uneventful crossing. Heading out of Calais along the motorway we
were soon in Belgium at the Nationale Plantentuin van Belgie or to you
and me the Belgian National Botanic Garden and it was tipping it down.
Umbrellas and anoraks were the order of the day.
The tour was lead by the Head of Open Air Collections who gave us
a brief introduction. He told us that the garden was a 92 acre park which
together with the adjoining estate of Meise, is now one of the largest
botanical Gardens in the world. The Garden Collections hold around
25,300 accessions with the Outdoor Collections being 7,630 taxa from all
the temperate regions of the world. This is set amongst a background of
mature trees, broad lawns and extensive parklands. An enormous glasshouse, the plant palace, covers over 2.5 acres, and was home to some
10,000 plant species.
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Keith White
photographing
Magnolia
laevifolia
(Photos by
John Roy)

The walks and paths seemed endless around the Castle of Bouchout.
This, complete with moat was a defensive fortress in the middle ages
being gradually transformed in the 17th cent and 18th centuries into a
chateau acquired by King Leopold in 1879. It was bought by the Belgian
Government in 1938 and the National Botanic Gardens were transferred
from the centre of Brussels to this new location.
Gradually it seemed to rain all the harder; those of us with trainers
were wishing we had brought our boots. Our guide headed in the direction
of a purple flowered tree Paulownia tomentosa ‘Lilacina’ which reminded
me of last year’s trip to Sichuan. We then stopped at a walnut tree Juglans
regia ssp. regia much prized for its timber. Moving across the parkland to
a long shrub border of Syringa, Deutzia, Spiraea and Philadelphus all in
flower; quite a sight. Good forms of Exochorda racemosa, Magnolia liliiflora and Magnolia officinalis var. biloba with its large leaves were in the
next border. Further into the wood with a canopy of mature trees, a small
collection of magnolias and hybrid rhododendrons the latter unnamed but
most likely from the sweet scented ‘Loderi’ group.
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Passing the glasshouses (not open) we arrived in an area of demonstration beds. These had every type of herbaceous plant in circles. What
an exhibition of plants to educate the public, all set out in alphabetical
order. A fine Paeonia rockii caught my eye and was much photographed
by many in the party. The persistent rain was now even heavier. Many of
the party thought of slipping off to the bus as we saw the avenue leading
to the main exit. Those who left missed a fine bed of dwarf rhododendrons and species azaleas. A compact Rhododendron smirnowii had good
foliage and rose-pink bell-shaped flowers. Azalea species R. schlippenbachii with exquisitely beautiful pale pink flowers reminded me of a fine
plant at Arduanie.
After a walk round the park there were views of the Castle and good
mature ‘Golden Oak’ Quercus robur ‘Concordia’ raised in the Van Greet
nursery, Ghent in 1843. These trees must be some of the originals. We
were now in an area of mature rhododendrons. This kept most of us happy
identifying some of the unnamed varieties. I recorded a very floriferous
rhododendron from the Triflora sub-section, with light blue flowers. Next
a Cornus nuttallii ‘Gold Spot’ was beautiful. Then the buds were just
opening on Magnolia laevifolia formerly Michelia yunnanensis, a super
plant. I grew these from seed collected in Vietnam by Alan Clark, but lost
the lot in the big freeze last winter.
Alas the party was growing smaller as many made off for the warmth
of the coach. John Hammond ended our tour of the gardens by thanking
our guides then we made our way to our hotel in Antwerp for a meal and
to prepare for the days ahead.
Visit the website of the Belgium National Botanic Garden for further
information on the gardens, entry times and its location.
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Kalmthout Garden
Fred Trott
The curator of the garden was unable to show us round on our visit
so we had the pleasure of Bei Wanters-Ceuppens to guide us. Bei began
working at the garden 40 years ago helping Jelena, the wife of Robert
de Belder, plant many of the plants we were going to see that day. This
depth of her knowledge not only of the plants but the history of the garden
and its plantings gave us an excellent tour full of anecdotes and gently
conveyed opinions about the changes that had taken place in the garden
over the years. Bei had a love of plants for their own sake and attempted
to demonstrate their beauty and individuality rather than them being part
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Disease and some of us wondered if this particular example had built in
immunity.
There were many wonderful plants and trees but the one that stood
out for me was a Malus sargentii in full bloom, planted singularly in an
open grass space enabling us to walk round it admiring the show.

Malus
sargentii
Photo by
Fred Trott
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Hemelrijk Garden
Keith White
This property has a long rich history which, because it has been
developed so beautifully in the last 40 years, will extend as a notable and
important landscape garden well into the future.
The history dates back to the middle ages when the property was
managed by an abbey from the 12th to the 18th centuries. The monks supported their order by digging peat from the earth and growing trees for
lumber. Nothing was said in the tour about producing an abbey beer, but
presumably that can be taken for granted, given the Belgian talent and
palate. After the French Revolution wealthy French families purchased
large estates in this area in order to display their wealth. Such was the case
here. During this period and after the avenues of oaks and the now huge
copper Fagus and Tilia, Betula and Acer, etc. were planted. A chateau
was constructed (but pulled down in 1970 due to its sorry state). In the
mid 19th century the property was acquired by a railroad tycoon who
made sure that his line to Antwerp ran nearby. He turned it into a model
estate farm complete with smithy, brick making shop, stables, farrier,
brewery, cannery, butchers and bakers and even candlestick makers. In
the 20th century the property went into decline (except for the continuing
growth of the big trees). After WWII the property had little economic
value because its remaining asset, the trees, were scarred by shrapnel (not
to mention that it would be daunting to clear the property for farming
and rebuild the system of drainage ditches). It lay fallow until 1961
when Robert and Jelena de Belder, the same of Kalmthout Arboretum,
purchased it. They had ‘done’ Kalmthout and were ready for a bigger
challenge. They proceeded to develop it as the garden of their dreams.
Indeed, Hemelrijk can be taken to mean “Kingdom of Heaven” but
in the Flemish language means literally “A higher region”. Since there
are no hills here, one must take the name in the figurative sense. It is 107
hectares and located at Essen on the Netherlands border so close that we
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Left:
Annick
and
Danny
(Photo
by Keith
White)

heard the deafening thunder of a sortie of Dutch fighter jets take
off from their nearby base. (Several of our group got text messages from their cell networks welcoming them to Holland).
We were given a wonderful tour by Annick de
Baecker of the Kalmthout
Arboretum. She was aided by
current owner Daniel (Danny)
de Belder. They both knew
the garden well and complemented each other’s knowledge admirably. And both
were great fun.
Right: Textures of colour at
Hemelrijk
(Photo by John Roy)
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The major structure of the garden is determined by the enormous old
and beautiful oaks, beeches and maples. It was Jelena de Belder’s policy
that large trees not be planted in the woodland closer than 50 meters in
order to let in light for the underlying plantings. The textural, structural
and colour aesthetics were of first concern. The larger plants and new
Above: Russell
Page designed
formal garden
(Photo by
Keith White)
Left:
Rhododendrons in
amongst mature
trees
(Photo by
John Roy)

32

trees were put in the background with ample space for medium sized plants
with the smallest in front. Ample spacing was given so that there would
be no crowding when specimens matured. Prime attention was given to
colouring and bloom time so that colours were pleasantly co-ordinated as
was bloom time. For instance, in the “Rhododendron Valley” there is no
true physical relief. The tiered effect of the plantings, with large hybrids
of R. fortunei x R. decorum behind fronted by medium sized hybrids of
the larger R. yakushimanum specimens crossed with R. ‘Britannia’ and R.
williamsianum. Then yet smaller specimens, such as Kurume azaleas in
front of them, creates the feeling of being down in a valley lined up the
sides with rhododendrons.
With respect to rhododendrons, there is a fine collection of woodland
species including many in the subsections Fortunea, Pontica, Triflora and
Pentanthera.
The de Belders were collectors and hybridisers. For instance,
they scaled the Japanese island of Yakushima from sea level to the
summit, collecting seeds from the large low elevation R. degronianum
ssp. yakushimanum to the scrubby tiny high elevation forms (as are the
famous Exbury and FCC forms). These were carefully grown and crossed
to make attractive hybrid specimens to augment the synchronized color,
bloom time and tiered effects.
Specimen trees of conifers, Japanese maples, magnolias, and multiple other genera were planted starting nearly 50 years ago according to
the same principles outlined above. Truly, one could go on and on about
the multiple landscape architectural rooms created on a grand scale by
placing related selections and specimens of same bloom time such that
there is an awesome effect during bloom. Annick described the effect
of the winter blooming of large, mature Hamamelis (spaced between
the background giant windbreak trees and the foreground giant oaks) as,
“magic, like swamp light”.
An entirely different effect is made in the formal gardens by famous
landscape architect Russell Page. These are manicured, geometrically
33

low trimmed groups of Carpinus and Buxus. They are laid out in front
of and near the charming rustic converted stables which was home to the
de Belder family.
I learned several new things on this tour. Most important was that
Jelena de Belder was the major selector of the finest forms of Hamamelis.
After her is named the famous Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Jelena’. And
there are selections that she made named after her husband, Robert and
each of her children and grandchildren and family friends. I suggested
that the next fine selection be named H. ‘Swamp Light’.
I also learned that one can saw large slabs of the huge tree trunks for
mammoth sized boards by the in situ rail saw, then dropped in the pond
to cure for two years. This adds a nice colour to the wood, removes the
need for extra plane work and sanding and causes the bark to peel off,
ready for use.
And last but not least, I learned that the Flemish word describing the
tiny double red balls that are the seeds of the Staphylea tree translates as
“the pastor’s testicles”.
It was a grand and very informative tour and much appreciated.

Herkenrode Garden
Peter and Patricia Cox
For many years we planned to visit the famous garden of Herkenrode and the adjoining arboretum, Wespelaar, both owned by Viscount
Philippe de Spoelberch. We had first met Philippe on a Chinese trip led
by Roy Lancaster in 1986. Last year Philippe very kindly asked us to
stay with him along with fellow horticultural enthusiasts and we recommended that the Scottish Rhododendron Society would very much enjoy
a Belgian tour. We had no hesitation in signing up for this tour as we
relished the idea of another visit to Philippe’s plus other gardens we had
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seen in 2009 and others we had not.
Being part of the continent of Europe, Belgium has more of a continental climate than any part of the UK although being near the North Sea
does give it some coastal influence which allows plants to be grown that
would fail further from the coast. One advantage: the summers are hotter
and sunnier. This allows eastern North American and eastern Chinese
trees and shrubs to grow and flower much better than in the UK, especially Scotland. Another difference between Scotland and Belgium (at
least the part we were in) is that Belgium is almost completely flat with a
very high water table. While this means that established trees and shrubs
never dry out, there is always the danger of being flooded and this has to
be taken into account. At Herkenrode, conifers seem susceptible to honey
fungus and it is noticeable how a group of Sequoiadendron giganteum are
suffering from die back, maybe from a different cause such as inadequate
drainage. Another problem is lace bug (Stephanitis rhododendri), which
is bad in every garden we visited, both in Belgium and later in Germany.
These suck sap on the leaf undersides. This results in severe mottling
on the upper surface. Deer are troublesome as in much of the UK but
rabbits are scarce and Philippe knows of only one (pet) hare. Constant
moisture availability and extra summer heat leads to phenomenal growth
and we could not get over how big some of Philippe’s trees had reached
in 40 years or less. There is an amazing collection of plants with special
collections (partly in the arboretum) of Magnolia, Acer, Ilex, Betula and
Stewartia. Herkenrode is Philippe’s and partner Daphne’s private garden
while the arboretum will shortly have excellent facilities for the public
to use (still in the process of being built). Wespelaar estate has belonged
to the family for several generations and is at present divided into three
parts, owned by Philippe, his brother and his sister.
We arrived to a great welcome from Philippe, Daphne and the
curator Koen Kamelbeke. We started our walk round to the front of the
house where we could see the walls covered with different wisterias in
their full glory of cascading flowers as were those planted against the low
walls. The views looking out to the garden give a beautiful background
of superb trees with shrub beds of considerable size with curving lines
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edging the grass paths and low herbaceous and groundcover plants. All
are set off by the large pond between house and garden. Deciduous trees
are under planted with an excellent collection of rhododendrons, both
species and hybrids. All have to be hardy to withstand minimum temperatures of around –l9ºC on a regular basis. Species growing particularly
well are members of subsections Taliensia and Argyrophylla such as R.
bureavii, R. wasonii, R. insigne and ‘Yak’ hybrids. One large specimen
covered in pink flowers is labelled R. houlstonii. This is now regarded
as a synonym of R. fortunei ssp. discolor but it flowers much earlier.
Fortunea is Philippe’s favourite subsection and he recommends the following species for cold areas: R. calophytum, R. decorum, R. fortunei
ssp. discolor, R. orbiculare, R. oreodoxa var. fargesii, R. praevernum, R.
sutchuenense and R. vernicosum. I would add that some low elevation R.
decorum are decidedly tender. Once many years ago Philippe mentioned
that he did not like red‑flowered rhododendrons but he has since changed
his mind. There are several fine maples and a few outstanding magnolias.
M. fraseri, known as the Fishtail Magnolia on account of the auricled
base to the leaves, has handsome creamy-yellow flowers. Several Halesia
(snowdrop trees) are at their best with pendulous white flowers all along
the branches. Another outstanding group of trees at that time of year are
Malus species, M. hupehensis and M. transitoria, both being covered in
a myriad of white flowers.

Wespelaar Arboretum
Peter & Patricia Cox
We entered the arboretum from near the back of the house. Here
most plants are younger than at Herkenrode, having been planted when
space ran out there. The first part is high pruned oak woodland with wide
rides and beds plus isolated small trees, beautifully laid out. Philippe
carefully arranges the planting himself and has an excellent eye for envisioning what the layout will look like when the plants are mature. Most
of the arboretum was bare of trees and this enabled the flat ground prone
to flooding to be made into an undulating expanse with drains in the
hollows while the plants are sited on the highest points. It is here that
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Herkenrode:
Above:
Phillipe’s house
Right: Koen
Kamelbeke
Photos by
John Roy

the greatest collection of trees is established. Overall there are some 480
different magnolias plus many Acer, Betula, Carpinus, Fraxinus, Malus,
Prunus, Quercus, Tilia, and many other genera.
Unfortunately most of the magnolias were over or not at their best
in 2010 but in 2009 we were lucky to see the yellow selections at their
peak of flowering and be able to compare their merits. Philippe received
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seed of yellow crosses from August Kehr, the great American magnolia
hybridiser of North Carolina and several of the resulting seedlings are
grouped together, M. ‘Daphne’, named after Philippe’s partner, being
outstanding. Among other magnolias we picked out were M. ‘Lois’, pale
yellow, M. ‘Spectrum’, deep pink, and M. ‘Shiraz’, rich dark reddish‑purple. Magnolias grow very well here, flower surprisingly young and will
produce a better and better spectacle as they mature.
Rhododendrons will play a much bigger part in the arboretum in a
few years as many have been recently purchased including many species,
mostly from Glendoick. We saw these in a woodland nursery bed and
there have been almost no losses after two hard winters though they were
given extra protection during the coldest weather. These are to be planted
in a woodland area consisting mostly of Scots Pine. A fine yellow Rhododendron wardii hybrid from American Rhododendron Society seed has
been named R. ‘Jeanne Artois’. This is proving hardy, compact and a
good doer. Two eastern American azalea species were in full flower with
lovely pink sweetly scented flowers, R. prinophyllum and the closely
related R. periclymenoides. We asked people on the Belgian tour which
was their favourite garden and all said Herkenrode and Wespelaar. It is
impossible to give justice to such a fine garden and arboretum in a short
report.

Albert de Raedt Garden
Gordon Wylie
Friday morning, May 14, on board the tour bus once again escaping the bustle and din of busy urban areas around Antwerp for vistas
of flat farmland and charming small villages. Let’s see; where are we
headed today? Soon, with a little backtracking, we were at the first stop
as Albert waved us down and our driver pulled into a parking space along
a frontage road, and we walked a short distance to one of several homes
on the street. The small front garden we entered was marked with a
playfully ornate and colorful mailbox. Did a significant collection of our
favourite genus hide somewhere beyond this modest beginning planted
39

with heathers, viburnum, some herbaceous perennials and a couple of
rhododendrons?
For Linda and me this journey had begun more than two weeks earlier
as we made our way to Great Britain from our home in Oregon on the
west coast of the United States. Garden visits in England and Scotland,
the SRS truss show in Gargunnock and other delights provided through
the kind hospitality and in company with John and Margaret Hammond
had taken up the first couple of weeks. Here now in Belgium we were in
the midst of the primary ‘excuse’ for this trip. For many years we have
vicariously enjoyed accounts of SRS Spring garden tours in The World
of the Rhododendron. Last year’s announcement of plans for Flanders
gardens seemed the perfect opportunity for a first hand experience, so we
made plans to join in.
As we filed around one side of the de Raedt home, we had our first
glimpses of a much larger area than one might have imagined from that
which greeted us at the entrance… perhaps there really was a garden here
of nearly four acres. So off we went with Albert, appropriately equipped
with a megaphone, in the lead. One of the first things pointed out was
a lime tree (Tilia species), which Albert explained is a Belgian symbol
for welcome. Nearby I spotted a handsome ‘yak’ hybrid, Rhododendron
‘Porcelain’, with full trusses of white enhanced by a golden flare on the
upper lobe of each flower. In common with other rhododendron enthusiasts, I feel far too many hybrids of this parentage have been named and
released, but here was one well worth growing.
The de Raedts have managed to create varying terrain with ups and
downs and even a pond from formerly flat farmland, and the garden’s
full extent and variety is not at all apparent until one has been through
all of it. We first entered what I came to think of as the wild garden,
where a narrow pathway winds its way through profuse grasses and other
rampant growth, only to be interrupted with the riotous colors of rhododendrons and azaleas thrusting forth around every turn. Deciduous
azaleas with ties to Belgium predominate, specifically, a large collection
of Ghent and Rustica Flora Pleno cultivars. These are a reflection of the
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owner’s interests in and his efforts
to reclaim and propagate many
of these historic and once widely
grown varieties originating in the
nineteenth century. A worthwhile
endeavour reminding us those early
hybridizers achieved some very
good results. Large number of conifers and deciduous trees provide
both shelter and a sense of peace
throughout this ‘wild’ area, while
the still waters of a pond along one
side reflect the bright flowers of
plants at its edge.
At the far end of the property a
sharp turn to the right from the wild area leads to an entirely different and
more formal garden. One with well groomed lawns, individual specimen
trees and traditional shrub beds. As we wander back toward the house
more of the collection of azaleas and other companions are featured
in those bordering beds. Thriving Magnolia, Acer, Betula, Fagus and
Quercus are also evident, with the myriad plant material all in obviously
happy companionship.
Above:
Playfully
ornate
mailbox
Right:
Rhododendron
‘Porcelain’
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Our journey through two gardens in one has taken up nearly two
hours and most of the morning. This is a garden yielding its full extent and
content little by little, and only reflection after the experience brings one
to realise the comprehensive scope and different styles on display. While
we recognise it as a collector’s garden, it is at the same time a garden of
such variety and content as to be enjoyable for the non-specialist.
Back at the house we are greeted on the patio with wine and cheese
served up by our generous hosts. As Keith White observed upon spying
Above and
Right: Vistas
of Albert’s
Garden
(Photos by
Gordon Wylie)
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the wine, “Now these people are civilised!”
Some final comments will briefly sum up six days savouring a fascinating array of gardens and arboretums in Belgium. It was indeed a fine
tour made only better by the camaraderie of Scottish Chapter members.
We’re delighted to have been able to share the experience and to now
have first hand knowledge our reading of earlier SRS Springtime touring
was spot on.

Garden of Antoon de Clerck
Minette Struthers

The first garden after lunch on Friday (Day 4 of our trip) was that of
Antoon de Clerck, a doctor who some 35 years earlier had absolutely no
interest in gardening. This was about the same time that I was ‘thrown
in at the deep end’ here at Ardmaddy and so I was particularly interested
to see his achievements.
The initial approach did not look very promising as we edged the
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bus off the road into his narrow
driveway, but filing passed the
side of his house we were greeted
by a very tall fastigiate Liriodendron marking the opening to his
garden. He explained that every
tree had been planted in the last
30 years with the exception of the
Pinus. The first thing to attract
one’s eye halfway down the lawn
was a fascinating Cedrus atlantica which stretched in both directions, standing like the ‘Angel
of the North’ with an amazing
curtain like screen of fronds and
branchlets drawing one on to see
what lay beyond.
After introductions, Antoon firmly led us on down the left hand side
of the lawn with a large island bed separating us from the stem of the
cedar.    He had used Rhododendron yakushimanum with R. decorum,
R. niveum, R. macabeanum, R. maximum, R. viscosum and the late R.
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“Angel of the
North” Cedrus
Above: Pressure
washed Betula
Right: Relaxing
under Cercis
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prunifolium and others to achieve his amazing range of colour, size and
texture. Antoon had over the years spread his garden through neighbouring grazing areas to extend yet further and further as his passion for trees
and shrubs of note developed. There was a stand of 5 white stemmed
Betula, one B. x caerulea, three B. papyrifera and a B. ermanii, all of
which apparently he pressure washed in March. Taxodium ascendens
‘Nutans’, Metasequoia glyptostroboides ‘Gold Rush’, Aesculus flava, a
20 year old Fagus sylvatica ‘Mercedes’ (a dwarf cut-leaf beech) are but a
few of his fascinating collection of trees planted throughout his ‘Pascua’
- not only the latin for ‘pasture’ but the name of his house. Perhaps most
striking of all was a huge Quercus rubra ‘Aurea’ (only 25 years old) the
golden leaves catching the early afternoon sun. Like so many of us he
also had created his ponds, the sound of tumbling water led one to the
first of two small lakes in the centre of the garden, the larger peacefully
surrounded by ever more beautiful trees. His use of narrow, fastigiate
trees allowed him to plant so many more without destroying the feeling
of space and serenity in his woodland areas. On and on we passed a
row of young magnolias - the yellow M. x brooklynensis ‘Woodsman’
(M. acuminata x M. liliiflora), further on a bank of dwarf acers and at a
lake edge Cercis galore – the dwarf C. chinensis ‘Avondale’ and a large
standard C. canadensis pendula ‘Lavender Twist’ – yet another to add
to my ‘must have’ list though I fear I would not achieve the flowering
this far north! Passing through Antoon’s nursery bed areas full of young
trees and rhododendrons, the results of his clever hybridising, we arrived
back at the house to be drawn yet again to take a final close up look at the
Cedrus atlantica where we were offered some much welcome refreshment. I would like to return in the autumn for I believe his range of
wonderful autumn coloured trees must be yet another credit to a gardener
who not so very many years ago ‘hated’ gardening!
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Henri Goossen’s Garden
Greg & Grace Morris
The party arrived on time, mid afternoon, in bright sunny weather.
We were met by Henrik, his son Henri, daughter-in-law Linda and grandson Jan. They represented the whole workforce of what appeared to be a
large commercial nursery with huge greenhouses and plant display areas.
The business specialises in rhododendrons and azaleas. An old catalogue
indexed 944 varieties. 250,000 plants are sold per year. Grandfather
Goossens, moved his business more than 30 years ago, on to open land
which then accommodated one horse. He led us to his special private
garden which he had planted this with his own stock and he (aged 82)
looked after this without help.
The garden occupied 1 hectare and was an elongated rectangle about
200 metres wide set out with various island beds with wide borders.
Smaller plants were planted at the front sweeping up to the largest ones
at the back, connected throughout with wide grass paths. Colour coordinated rhododendrons of an amazing array of varieties took our breath
away, all in excellent condition and not suffering from any diseases.
Henrik knew the names of everything and had planted various trees and
shrubs in the garden to add height. Many of the edging rhododendrons
were less than 6 ft, despite being 30 years old.
Amongst the tiered planting were beautiful examples of Rhododendron ‘Loderi’ (very perfumed), R. williamsianum hybrids and tiered
R. yakushimanun hybrids - too many to itemise or remember, making
beautiful palettes of colour co-ordinated groups, pinks and reds, yellows
and peaches, whites, each plant having plenty of breathing space. The
ground underneath was deeply mulched and it was easy to see there were
no weeds.
Complementing the rhododendrons was a delicious choice of trees:
Castanea, Zelkova many magnolias in flower, a large Sophora, Cydonia
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with white blossom, huge oaks, Davidia involucrata, with its “handkerchiefs” fluttering in the breeze, acers galore, a medlar tree, and Ailanthus
altissima
Other members of the family also came with us around the garden
and answered a host of questions. In spite of the soil appearing sandy,
the ground is mulched only with the grass cuttings from mowing the
paths and very few chemicals or sprays are used. There is also a watering
system throughout, which is rarely used.
After going through the garden we were taken to the propagation
greenhouses and given a very interesting and awe inspiring demonstration
of plant production methods. Henri and Linda took us through the process
of taking cuttings in September and planting them into cells, potting up
when rooted. These are potted on again in early May after the leader
has been manually pinched out to encourage branching. The following
winter after more pinching out of leaders they are put out, ready for sale.
We were very impressed
with the set up, but did not
envy the back breaking
work of dealing with so
many babies.
After that we were
led to a small greenhouse
behind the family residencies (they all “live on the
farm”) for a very welcome
tea and cakes. A great
visit.
Hybrid rhododendrons
under
Davidia involucrata
(Photo by John Roy)
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Bokrijk Arboretum
Marlene Storah

Above:
The entrance
(Photo by
John Roy)
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Malus
hupehensis
(Photo by
Marlene
Storah)
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Bokrijk is in the Province of Limburg in the North East of Belgium,
150 metres above sea level (high for Belgium). The domain belonged
to the Cistercian Abbey of Herkenrode until 1791. In 1896 the castle
was built, acquired by the province in 1938 and in 1950 planting of the
arboretum began. There is an average rainfall of 800 mm. The arboretum
comprises 18 ha, approximately 45 acres.
It was initially designed as a systematic collection, but in 1985 it
was transformed into a landscaped garden with a mixture of trees, shrubs
and herbaceous plants. The garden has a lovely ambience. New planting
is in progress. It is a well tended wonderful collection but needs more
labels. Many rhododendron have numbers but no name. There was a
very colourful display of evergreen azaleas near the entrance, with many
hybrid rhododendrons and a few species through the garden. There were
many herbaceous plants and bulbs planted among the trees and shrubs.
Plenty to interest us and not enough time. There was a good collection
of Fagus including the narrowly columnar F. sylvatica ‘Dawyck Purple’
as well as the green F. sylvatica ‘Dawyck’. Wisteria was growing as a
low hedge, about a metre high, and an 80 feet birch was festooned with
another. The Malus and Prunus were in bloom, Malus hupehensis with
its fragrant white flowers was especially lovely. There were also over
1000 magnolias, some very large. Many had finished flowering making
me wish I’d been there a few weeks earlier but you can never be at the
right time for everything.
This arboretum has some of the best conifers I have seen with the
long needled Pinus densiflora, (Japanese red pine), Pinus jeffreyi from
California and tall blue cedars. Acers are well represented with many
mature specimens including Acer cissifolum, Acer monspessulanum with
its small leaves and the strange Acer platanoides ‘Walderseei’ with its
leaves speckled with white. That was one plant I would never want to
take home but I’m told it’s rare and hard to grow.
The arboretum specialises in Ilex, having the largest reference collection of this genus in Europe. It is an official holly trial garden affiliated to the American Holly Society. The arboretum is also home to the
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National bamboo collection.
Other landscaped theme gardens of interest include a wetlands
garden, a fern garden, and a Mediterranean garden. Separate from the
arboretum near the Castle are herb and vegetable gardens, a historical
fruit orchard and a rose garden containing over 100 species.
I very much want to return to this garden when I have more time,
perhaps to see it in autumn with the fantastic colours.

Garden of Tony and Denise Suffeleers – Spalbeek
Helen Kessel
The garden of Tony and Denise Suffeleers was started in 1968 when
Tony was hit by ‘the rhododendron bug’ and started his collection. Gradually through the years he acquired more ground for his garden. Now he
has six acres.
He started hybridising rhododendrons in 1976 and planted some of
the selected results as part of his collection. They have the unregistered
names of Rhododendron ‘Fortissimo’ R. ‘Foetazor’ R. ‘Soeur Celine’ R.
‘Parfumerie’ and R. ‘Parfumerie Royal’. He has added many more of his
unique hybrids over the years.
Tony and Denise have planted the six acres under a canopy of
mainly oak woodland. The pathways snake to and fro through the hybrid
rhododendron seedlings allowing the visitor access to the ever-changing
presentation of the planting. We were particularly fortunate that the time
of our visit coincided with the full flowering of many of the plants. It is
difficult to identify one special plant from this wonderful collection but I
have to confess my personal favourite was R. ‘French Can Can’.
I found the ambience of the garden very peaceful and relaxing.
In addition the displays of the plant colours, shape, texture and scent
50

Left: Tony
with some of
his hybrids
Below: One
of the many
woodland
paths
(Photos by
Helen Kessel)
that changed around every corner was a treat for the senses.
In many areas bird boxes had been erected. Blue tits happily made
good use of them adding to the garden charm.
Before we took our reluctant leave from the garden our hosts invited
us to have a welcome coffee and delicious apple cake in their more formal
garden, around
the pool where
Koi carp swam
contentedly.
Tony demonstrates such a
passion for his
hybrids, which
are at this time
unregistered and
not
available
for the public
to
purchase.
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He was so generous in sharing his knowledge, time and garden with us,
which we greatly appreciated. John Hammond formally thanked Tony
and Denise on our behalf, which we enthusiastically supported.

The Arboretum Het Leen
Penny Murch
This was a garden of island beds filled with collections of plants and
a walkway that took you gently through it. Once again we had the benefit
of Albert de Raedt’s presence and the head gardener Jean Paul Van Porys
was with us too. The garden was started in 1980 by Erik Windey, who
sometimes can still be found working in the garden. The garden has grown
from 3 acres to 15 with five gardeners. It fulfills the dream of its originator in giving a valuable amenity and resource to the local community.
Of particular interest were the beds of hardy Ghent azaleas, characterised by their delicate flowers with long flower tubes. Two good doers
were Rhododendron ‘Queen of
England’ (pale orange), and R.
‘Coccinea Speciosa’ (a deeper
orange). The colours ranged
from gold through pink and
deep red, and the ‘English’
Ghents which contain R. viscosum were represented by R.
‘Daviesii’. Nearby were plants
of R. ‘Rustica’, crosses similar
to the Ghents but made later in
the 1880s. Many of these old
crosses have been found and
preserved.
Picea abies ‘Cruenta’
(Photo by John Roy)
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Behind these azaleas was a grove of Magnolia x soulangeana named
cultivars which gave an excellent opportunity to compare them. The new
yellows were there too, a favourite of many, M. ‘Starburst’, and standing alone, making a beautiful lawn statement, was M. ‘Woodsman’ x M.
‘Elizabeth’. M. ‘Yellow River’ with its pale flowers would lighten up a
woodland setting, and was a nice shaped tree.
As we entered the park there were several beds of Rhododendron
yakushimanum hybrids, instantly recognisable. I knew the names of
very few, but it was fascinating to see the effect of the other parent in
the hybrid. Who would have thought that R. macabeanum could spawn
something the shape of an upturned pudding basin, and at that moment,
only knee high and not a flower to be seen. They were all enjoying the
sun, and all the ‘Yak’ hybrids were there, good and bad.
But it was the beautiful young conifers in these beds, with their
bright green new growth that caught our eye, particularly the pines
and firs. Also there was Tsuga canadensis ‘Popeleski’ with its aromatic
foliage, and Picea abies ‘Cruenta’ with red new growth. Of interest was
Pinus parviflora an Asian pine that carries its needles in groups of five.
Once again there were many beautiful maples, difficult for many
of us to grow, but there were two cultivars of Acer campestre with good
round heads: ‘Carnival’ and ‘Postelense’.
We finished our tour with a quick look in the original garden , There
was a beautiful tree of Magnolia ‘Daphne’, the deepest yellow, and close
to the pond a red leaved Cercidiphyllum japonicum ‘Rotfuchs’ Then we
made our way down the new camellia path, which will be an interesting
early visit in a year or two, and so on to a delicious lunch and our journey
home.
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Minutes of the Twenty-Seventh Annual General
Meeting of the Scottish Chapter of the American
Rhododendron Society
Held in “The Village Hall”, Gargunnock, Stirling
on Saturday, 1st May 2010

The Meeting commenced at 14.30 hrs and the President, David N. Starck
was in the Chair and 37 members of the Society attended the meeting.
Apologies for Absence:
Apologies for absence had been received from Eric Annal, Kathleen &
Peter Ferguson, Camber Trott, David Younger and Sue Thornley.
Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting:
The Minutes of the Twenty-Sixth Annual General Meeting held at the
Village Hall, Gargunnock, Stirling on Saturday 25th April 2009 had
already been printed in the Winter Review and were taken as read. John
Holland was seconded by Gloria Starck to propose that the Minutes be
accepted and this was unanimously agreed.
Matters Arising:
None
Presidents Remarks:
The President opened by welcoming the assembled members to the AGM
after the Annual Show held at Gargunnock Village Hall. The President
was pleased again to see such a good entry to the show after the poor
winter and thanked the various contributions from exhibitors, many
travelling long distances to attend. David thanked all his committee and
especially John Roy for the marvellous work in producing the Yearbook
and John Hammond’s tours team for all the tours, workshops, lectures,
etc that are always of great interest to the Society Membership and well
attended.
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Hon. Secretary’s Report:
Gift aid – Gift Aid now makes a considerable contribution to the Society’s coffers, this year some £924 (reduced somewhat due to the chancellor’s tax changes).
RHS Affiliated Societies – Your society remains a member at a cost of
£30.00 per annum. The Society has RHS Insurance at a cost of £214.00
per annum for £5m employers and public liability, it also provides £15k
cover for cups and trophies.
By-law change to ArticleV: Governing body
The Secretary explained: in order to keep continuity within the Society
Committee Officials and Directors, changes to the by-laws were necessary.
The committee proposal is to remove the following sentence from Article
V: Governing body [after which he or she will not be eligible for a further
year in office which they held.]
The new by-law reads – The Governing body of the Scottish Chapter
shall consist of the elected officers, the immediate Past President, the
Hon. Editor and not more than six directors. Each member of the Governing Body shall serve for three years and may be elected for further
periods of three years.
The by-law changes were proposed by Ian Stewart was seconded by John
Roy and unanimously agreed by the membership.
Hon. Treasurer’s Report:
The acting Treasurer Willie Campbell explained that due to pressure
of work the Treasurer Rick Potter had to resign from his duties and he,
Willie, had taken the job on a temporary basis.
The first task as acting Treasurer was to complete and prepare the 20072008 audit report and have the report audited. This was completed last
September 2009 and forwarded to OSCR. The Charities Regulator
accepted the Audited Accounts and we were reminded that we need to
get a move on with 2008-2009 accounts. (Each year these accounts are
added to the charity register and can be viewed on the OSCR website –
SRS charity number SC008975)
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The acting Treasurer then distributed the 2008 – 2009 Income/Expenditure accounts and explained the various items, highlighting that £1990.00
of gift had been received during the year boosting the income for the
year to £12966.00 (last year £11,686) and on the expenditure side it was
highlighted that publications costs were £722.00 (last year £3989.00
due to costs of 25th Anniversary Yearbook) with less impact on printers
usage and postage. The Expenditure for the year was £7708.00 (last year
£13,383)
Full Details:
Bank Balance at 1/10/08 + Income to 30/9/09		
Less expenditure 1/10/08 to 30/9/09				
Current Balance at 30/09/09					
2008/2009 surplus/ (deficit)					

£12,966.00
£7,708.00
£5,258.00
£2,580.00

The Acting Treasurer asked that the accounts be accepted by the membership and audited prior to sending to OSCR. Ian Douglas was seconded
by David Chamberlain to propose the accounts be accepted and this was
unanimously agreed by the membership.
The Acting Treasurer then thanked John Hammond for providing a 2008
International Rhododendron Conference in Edinburgh Treasurers Report:
for the Period up to 31st December 2009. The report had been presented
and accepted at the February 2010 Committee Meeting. This report was
available for any member to review after the AGM.
Highlights were as follows:
Total income to 31/12/09					
Total Expenditure to 31/12/09				
Balance at 31/12/09						

£53,590.88
£45,878.85
£7,712.03

The balance would be used to pay for the Conference proceedings or
the 2009 yearbook. Printing costs and postage would all but use up the
surplus monies in the account. The 2008 account would then be closed
and any surplus transferred to the main SRS bank account.
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Subscriptions: The Acting Treasurer was pleased to announce that the
SRS Subscriptions would be held at the same level of £15.00 for individual and £18.00 for family membership.
The changes taken at last years AGM to ring fence the SRS portion of
membership fees in the ARS subscription has helped to hold the SRS
subscriptions at the same level for the last seven years. The ARS membership fees would again be determined in November using the dollar/
pound currency rating.
The Acting Treasurer finished his report by stating the current Bank
Balance was £6,751.41. We have already paid £1222.31 ARS Members
fees. We still however were holding monies for the spring tour to Belgium
to pay to garden owners, entry fees etc.
Membership Secretary Report:
Helen Kessell reported that the proportion of members holding SRS &
ARS membership had fallen, most likely due to increased ARS subscriptions. The overall membership was slightly down but still remained
healthy.
Helen again has asked the Treasurer to seek to offer the members the
option of paying subs by “Direct Debit”. The Treasurer was look at
accounts with the facility to pay direct debit subscriptions.
Election of Officers and Directors:
President -Retiring by rotation after 2 terms in office – David Starck*
Nominations for President– John Hammond		
Nominated by David Starck and seconded by Ian Sinclair with no other
nominations John Hammond is elected as President.
Vice President –Proceeding to President – John Hammond
Nominations for Vice President – Ian Sinclair
Nominated by David Starck and seconded by Philip Rankin with no other
nominations Ian Sinclair was elected as Vice President.
Secretary – After two terms William Campbell seeks re-election
Nomination – William Campbell		
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Nominated by David Starck and seconded by Janet Gibson with no other
nominations William Campbell was elected as Secretary
Treasurer – Rick Potter stepped down during 2008/2009 due to pressure
of work
Nominations – vacancy.
Willie Campbell agreed to continue as acting Treasurer.
Membership Secretary – After two terms Helen Kessell seek re-election
Nominations – Helen Kessell			
Nominated by David Starck and seconded by Fred Trott with no other
nominations Helen Kessell was elected as Membership Secretary.
Editor – After two terms John Roy seeks re-election
Nomination – John Roy			
Nominated by David Starck and seconded by Gloria Starck with no other
nominations John Roy was elected as Editor.
Director – After two terms Philip Rankin seeks re-election
Nominations – Philip Rankin
Nominated by David Starck and seconded by John Hammond with no
other nominations Philip Rankin was elected as a Director.
Director – After two terms Matthew Heasman seeks re-election
Nomination – Matthew Heasman		
Nominated by David Starck and seconded by Ian Sinclair with no other
nominations Matthew Heasman was elected as a Director.
Director – After two terms George Argent is retiring.
Nomination – Colin Whitehead
Nominated by David Starck and seconded by Ian Stewart with no other
nominations Colin Whitehead was elected as a Director			
David Starck will assume the position of Past President.
Honorary Vice President – The President David Starck and all Committee would like propose that George Argent be nominated as Honorary
Vice President of the Scottish Rhododendron Society for his services to
the World of Rhododendrons and the Scottish Rhododendron Society.
George Argent was nominated by David Starck and seconded by Ian
Douglas. George Argent was elected as an Honorary Vice President of
the Scottish Rhododendron Society.
Newly elected President John Hammond was invited to take the
Chair by the Past President David Starck.
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Visits & Meetings Programme:
John Hammond was pleased to report that the autumn tour to Nottinghamshire in 2009 a first for the Society was a great success.
Tomorrow after the show and AGM some 22 members are visiting 3 local
Gardens Culbuie, Colzium Lennox Walled Gardens and finishing with a
visit to a SRS member’s garden that of George Murdoch in Kilsyth with
afternoon tea.
John was pleased to say that 25 members were participating on the tour
to Belgium, meeting at the Travelodge at Gatwick, transported by coach
via Dover ferry to Belgium with some 12 gardens to visit including arboretums at Kalmthout and Bokrijk. The highlight of the tour should be the
visit to the private garden of Viscount Philippe de Spoelberch, who will
give us a guided tour of the gardens and arboretum.
The autumn meeting would be held in Edinburgh using the facilities of
Royal Highland Show ground and the local Quality Inn. The group will
visit Dawyck on the Sunday.
Future tours were outlined as follows:
Spring Visit 2011: The Gardens of Northumberland and the Borders.
Spring Visit 2012: The Gardens of North East Scotland.
Spring Visit 2013: The Gardens of Berkshire, Hampshire and Wiltshire.
Newsletter, Yearbook and Website:
John Roy explained that the conference proceedings were the most difficult to edit and produce during his time as editor. John hoped it would
be easier to produce a Summer Review and the Yearbook on time before
the end of the Year.
John Roy reminded members that articles, reports, new features and fresh
ideas were always needed to keep up the standard of our publications.
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Matt Heasman our publications manager confirmed that he had no problems in the printing and distribution and was happy to continue stuffing
envelopes for another year.
Seed Exchange report:
Willie Campbell runs the seed exchange again this year and with no wild
collected seed this year, we had to rely on contributions of HP seed and
companion plants seeds from Glendoick, Alan Anderson, Jimmy Reid
and Ian Douglas.
Some 20 members used the seed exchange, with an income of around
£275.00, all profit.
Willie asked the members at the AGM, if we should continue to operate
the seed exchange next year or maybe join with the RCM seed exchange.
Most members were happy to continue with the current practise.
Willie Campbell was happy to continue as the seed exchange manager.
Technical Directors Report:
This is a brief summary of Mike Thornley’s Report:
There were 22 outbreak sites with Phytophthora ramorum, 12 with P.
kernoviae and 3 with both. The identification rate of new sites has not
increased but has remained as in the previous year which may be the
result of the number of inspections carried out within the resources available rather a reflection of the true state of the problem.
In some gardens the problem remains intractable with positive identifications on a regular basis while in other gardens there have been no further
positive identifications for more than 18 months.
Research being carried out by SASA is underway at Brodick and Benmore
where water traps have been installed, the positions of removed plants
are recorded on GPS and a sample infected plant has been left in situ to
allow monitoring and investigation.
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The Forestry Commission has put a field guide for operatives clearing
Rhododendron ponticum on hold. We have left open our offer to carry
out surveys in gardens and designed landscapes where other rhododendron species and hybrids might be threatened by grant aided R. ponticum
clearance work. However the Forestry Commission does wish us to carry
out a joint inspection of Rhododendron luteum on a site where there is
concern that it is colonising an area of countryside.
We have carried out an initial assessment of Soft Scale infestation which
appears to have had serious impact at Blackhills but where in other
gardens it appears less serious but nevertheless of some concern. The
RHS and Green Gardener websites make recommendations on treatments.
However there are some very real practical issues in applying treatments
to mature plants. In addition the SRS should be cautious about making
direct recommendations to members unless these have been obtained
from a qualified person who has been contracted, even on a voluntary
basis, to give that advice. Janet Gibson and Mike Thornley are continuing
to look at Soft Scale problems and solutions.
Mike appealed for members to report outbreaks of Soft Scale to get a complete picture of the problems round the country. Philip Rankin reported
that some hollies in Edinburgh were showing signs of Soft Scale.
Any other business:
1) Arduaine – the chairman asked Rick Potter to outline the current work
of the Arduaine Action Group.
Rick reported that the Garden would continue at present until 2012 where
its status would again be reviewed.
The action group would continue to support the garden by raising its
profile and hopefully increase revenues.
The group have circulated literature to businesses, Hotels, B&B etc all
over Argyll and the west Highland region. It was hoped to hold garden
events and encourage schools, parties etc to take part.
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It was hoped to improve the signage to the garden but Argyll and Bute
Council declined to pay costs.
2) RSCG - David Chamberlain outlined the work of the RSCG, its database and funding. The group had chosen to use BGbase linked, modified
and attached to the Main RBG database or “piggybacked”.
The group had identified some 85 gardens in Scotland and would be continuing to survey Eckford Garden in the next few weeks.
The group were in receipt of funding from a Grant from “Awards for All
Scotland”
3) John Holland gave a vote of thanks to the Officers and Directors of the
Society for all the work put in on behalf of the Membership.
The being no further business John Hammond closed the meeting by
thanking David Starck the Past President for all the work carried out on
behalf of the membership. John was also looking forward to being President of the Society and declared the Meeting closed at 16.00 hrs.
David N. Starck ------------------------------------------------President
John Hammond-----------------------------------Incoming President
William J. Campbell-----------------------------------Hon Secretary
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Committee Members
Our Office Bearers are:
President and Tours & Visits Manager: John Hammond
Vice President: Ian Sinclair
Hon. Vice Presidents: George Argent, Sir Ilay Campbell, David
Chamberlain, Peter Cox
Hon. Secretary and temporary Hon Treasurer: Willie Campbell
Other Committee Members:
Past President: David Starck
Hon. Publications Editor: John Roy
Publications Manager: Matt Heasman
Shows Manager: Ian Sinclair
Membership Secretary: Helen Kessell
Technical Director: Michael Thornley
Tours & Meetings Co-ordinator: Gloria Starck
Advertising Manager: Philip Rankin
Directors:
Colin Whitehead
Janet Gibson
Rick Potter
Contact Information:
President and Tours & Visits Manager: John Hammond, The Three
Chimneys, 12 Cockey Moor Road, Starling, Bury, Lancashire, BL8
2HB.
Tel: 0161 764 1116
Email: hammondsrhodies@supanet.com
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Hon. Secretary and temporary Hon. Treasurer: William Campbell,
The Stables, Gargunnock Estate, Gargunnock, Stirlingshire, FK8
3AZ.
Tel: 01786 860392
Email: william.campbellwj@btinternet.com
Hon. Publications Editor: John Roy, Brecklet House, Ballachulish,
Argyll, PH49 4JG.
Tel: 01855 811465
Email: john.roy2@btopenworld.com
Publications Manager: Matt Heasman, 9 Dunbeath Grove, Blantyre, G72 0GL.
Tel: 01698 711089
Email: matthew.heasman@virgin.net
Advertising Manager: Philip Rankin, 7 Hillview Terrace, Edinburgh, EH12 8RA.
Tel: 0131 334 4213
Email: p.rankin@blueyonder.co.uk
The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of
the SRS committee. The committee, however, support the right to
freedom of speech.
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