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Editorial
It has been a most unusual summer. While the rest of the UK has had record breaking
summer rainfall, here in the west highlands of Scotland, we have had it much drier
than usual. I am sure rhododendron growers in the rest of the country will be relieved
that their favourite plants have had sufficient water without having to resort to labour
intensive watering.
In the background, Matt has been revamping the SRS website, and sorting out a new
server. This is still a work in progress. Meanwhile I have set up a “Facebook” page to
try to publicise our society. Even if you are not a “Facebook” user you can log into our
page. The username is scottishrhodos@btinternet.com and the password is s1n0grande.
These are the same details as I arranged for our page on the Flickr photo sharing website. As many users as possible should “like” the page so we get some attention.
I was in Arunachal Pradesh again this summer. The monsoon rainfall was extreme,
making the trek very difficult. Nevertheless our party completed a slightly shorter trek,
and saw some exciting plants. I will be doing a presentation of the trip at the combined
SRS/RSCG conference at the RBGE in October. Also I will write fully about it in an
article for the SRS Yearbook.
Once again we staged a successful National Rhododendron Show, and its associated
garden tours. Also a very interesting collection of gardens in north and east Scotland
were visited on our spring tour. Members enjoy reading about these garden visits, but I
am missing two from the spring tour. I can only print what I receive. It’s a shame for the
garden owners that their gardens are not included. Please bear in mind that when you are
included in a tour you may be asked to write about one or more of the gardens. That’s
how we get a Review. It does not matter that you include complicated plant names, but
more that you give your opinion and feeling of the garden.
You can read all about these garden visits, and much more in this Review.
It has been a busy year.
John Roy

2

SRS Autumn Review 2012

President’s Column
John M. Hammond
None of our British members will need reminding that we experienced another most
difficult Autumn and Winter, with the weather producing just about every combination
of conditions that could be imagined. Added to which, three major storms have caused
devastation in many gardens on the West Coast of Scotland and Northern England, prior
to driving inland where valleys cut deep into the upland ranges that form the backbone
running north to south. What I find amazing, despite all the many reports of damage to
both members gardens and plants, is that we continue to produce a wonderful rhododendron show that lifts the hearts and minds of both members and visitors alike, and sets us
back on course to enjoy our plants and gardens for another year.
It was much more difficult this year to find trusses and sprays of a suitable standard
to place on the show benches, and we are very grateful to those who made a special
effort to bring their entries to light-up the show. Our judges, Dr. David Chamberlain
and Alan Clark, were very complimentary about the standard of the competitive entries
and a good selection of both cups and trophies were awarded to the gardens of ordinary
members, whilst Glendoick managed to ‘bag’ their usual number of awards.
On the Sunday after the show the weather continued to be kind to us for our garden
tours. It is some years since we visited Peter & Virginia Hutchison’s garden at Kippen
and it was interesting to see the ongoing changes and the way plants raised from the
‘Two Peters’ collections have matured at Broich. Not least of the major improvements
was the completion of the project to reconstruct the massive brick walls of the Walled
Garden, which has been something of a ‘labour of love’ over the past decade. We then
travelled 30 miles east to Rumbling Bridge on the borders of Perth & Kinross for the
afternoon visit to Briglands House, the home of Briony and Fred Multon. Parts of the
house were reconstructed by the Arts & Crafts architect Sir Robert Lorimer over the
years 1899 to 1907, and he also laid out a couple of small formal gardens close to the
house. His handiwork is also evident in the very attractive garden pavilion with its ogee
roof, set on the edge of the large lawn and reminiscent of that at Formakin. We were
pleasantly surprised not only by the size of gardens and the range of plants and shrubs,
but also by the amount of care and effort that Briony and Fred have invested in bringing
the gardens back to life. This is the first year the gardens have been opened for one day
under the Scotland’s Gardens Scheme and you should take the opportunity to visit if you
are in the area. A full report on both these visits appears in the pages of this issue.
Our ‘setting-up team’ for the stand at the Gardening Scotland 2012 Show overcame the
various obstacles that seem to get in the way when putting a display together and, having
taken account of the judges comments last year, we were awarded a Silver Medal for
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the first time. Comments from other exhibitors suggested that the judging was harsh in
comparison to recent years and some stands did not attain their expected award. A case
in point was ‘The Glorious Gardens of Argyll’, whose stand was alongside ours, and
a monumental amount of preparatory work and construction was involved in putting
together a complex display incorporating a large range of planting material in an attractive, well thought-out design, which was highly regarded by the visiting public. None
of this sufficiently impressed the judges, who seem to have been seeking perfection in
every aspect of the presentation. Perfection is an illusion, and it is unfortunate when the
painstaking efforts of volunteers sometimes gets overlooked in the drive by judges to
seek technical excellence, as it would have been far better to fully recognise what had
been achieved and thereby encourage the volunteers to come back again next year with
what has been consistently one of the better exhibits at recent shows. We did manage
to obtain some useful feedback from the judges in regard to our own stand, so we have
another set of objectives to aim for next year!
Finally, as I have mentioned previously, I am intending to relinquish my involvement
in the role of Chair of the Tours & Conferences Sub-committee. I need to create some
space to enable me to deal with matters related to my role as President, my continuing
A.R.S. activities in a number of areas, my historical research work and to give me an
opportunity to pick up some of my other activities which have been side-lined in recent
years. From my perspective, it is probably time to segregate the role of Tours Organiser from that of Conferences & Meetings Organiser, as this would provide a practical
approach that could be more easily handled, but this will need to discussed by the Committee and then formally agreed. Under the present arrangements the Sub-committee
plan the future programme up to five years ahead, which means there is already a longlead framework in situ for planned activities. This approach enables each activity to
be discussed over a period of years and gradually brought on-line to enable the actual
details to be worked-out. So, this mechanism provides an uncomplicated and ready
means of handing over these two roles. The Society is seeking a couple of volunteers
to help in these two areas. Please get in touch with myself or Willie Campbell if you
would like more information about what is involved.

Secretary’s Scribbles
Willie Campbell
Mid July, John our editor is again pressing me for these notes or as John calls them my
“Scribbles” and it is raining again at Gargunnock (same as 2011). What’s new, well the
rain this year seems to make the weeds grow even quicker than usual.
It’s been a busy time for the Society, with the Show, AGM, the garden tours in the
Stirling area. These were to members’ gardens at Kippen, where Sir Peter Hutchison
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entertained us at Broich, and in the afternoon travelling to nearby Dollar where Briony
Multon escorted us round her wonderful garden at Briglands, Rumbling Bridge and
again we were treated to a super afternoon tea. The tour of gardens and nurseries of
North East Scotland was slightly disappointing if you were looking for rhododendrons
in flower but the quality of the gardens were outstanding. Once again we must thank
the Tours Committee and Gloria Starck for her wonderful management of the Tours. If
you missed these tours book early for next year to the gardens of Hampshire, Wiltshire
and Berkshire which is sure to be popular as they include Exbury, Westonbirt and the
Sir Harold Hillier’s arboreta.
The Show was again held at Gargunnock Village Hall and an excellent show it was
with many classes overflowing with entries. (See Gloria Starck’s show report later in
the review).
Your Society again had a promotional stand with the Specialists Societies area at Gardening Scotland. The stand was busy as usual with questions from the general public on
diseases that affect rhododendrons and of course “can you prune rhododendrons”, the
perennial subject. Perhaps we should arrange a workshop with pruning as a topic. We
have to thank Matt Heasman and all the members who manned the stand for the three
day event. Congratulations to Matt for his set-up efforts and the Silver Medal certificate
awarded to the Society. Matt is going for “gold” next year so please come along and
help.
The autumn conference this year is a Joint meeting with the RSCG to be held at the
RBGE on Saturday 6/7th October with talks and demonstrations on Saturday and guided
tours on Sunday around the RBGE. (Contact John Hammond or Gloria Starck for full
details).
As usual the committee would always welcome any suggestions to improve the way
your Society functions, operates our practical workshops, our tours, the shows and publications, we want to hear from you.
We especially would like to welcome the following new members to the Society and
hope they will enjoy the fellowship of likeminded rhodoholics

Rolly Mauchline, Campbelltown
John Hamblin, Wigton, Cumbria
Anne Steele, NTS Garden Advisor, West of Scotland
Welcome to you all
Willie Campbell

Hon. Secretary
01786 842538 or Email: william.campbellwj@btinternet.com
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Minutes of the Twenty-Ninth Annual General
Meeting of the Scottish Chapter of the American
Rhododendron Society
Held in The Village Hall, Gargunnock, Stirling
On Saturday, 28th April 2012
The Meeting commenced at 14.30 hrs and the President, John Hammond was in the
Chair with 33 members of the Society attended the meeting.
Apologies for Absence: Apologies for absence had been received from Fred & Camber
Trott, Mike and Sue Thornley, Penny Murch, Stephen Harding, John Rawling, Gillian
Dinsmore, Minette Struthers, James Beatson, David Siller, Alan Anderson, Ralph Millward and Helen Kessell.
Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting: The Minutes of the Twenty-Eighth
Annual General Meeting held at the Village Hall, Gargunnock, Stirling on Saturday
31st April 2011 had already been printed in the winter review were taken as read. Ian
Sinclair was seconded by David Starck in proposing that the Minutes be accepted and
this was unanimously agreed.
Matters Arising: None
Presidents Remarks: The President opened by welcoming the assembled members to
the AGM after the Annual Show held at Gargunnock Village Hall. The President was
pleased again to see such a good entry to the show after the hot weather followed by
the cold nights and he thanked the exhibitors for their contributions, many travelling
long distances to attend the Show. The Show Committee were thanked also for staging
the event. John once again thanked all his committee for the work over the year, John
Roy was again thanked for all the work in producing the publications, the tours committee and Gloria Starck for all their hard work involved in running successful tours,
workshops, lectures, etc that in the past year have always been well attended by the
Society Membership.
Hon. Secretary’s Report: Gift Aid makes a considerable contribution to the Society
and this year it was over £1000 again. We are members of the RHS Affiliated Societies
as well as the Scottish Gardener’s forum. The Society insurances are covered by the
RHS Affiliated Society Insurance.
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Hon. Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer Colin Whitehead presented the Year End
(September) 2010 – 2011 accounts report of income and expenditure for the society.
General Account – Income £7995 less Expenditure £8541 leaving a deficit of £546.
Tours Income and Expenditure – Income £2607 less Expenditure £1677 with a surplus of £930
Overall Account – Income £10602 less Expenditure £10218 with an overall surplus
for the year of £384.
Bank Balance (30/09/2010) £6141 plus surplus leaves a closing balance of £6525.
Colin ran though the account report numbers highlighting that the publications and
postage were still the main items of expenditure and the general account was clearly
being supported by the Tours Account. Colin then asked for the Audit Report approval.
Ian Douglas proposed the approval of the 2010–2011 audit report and was seconded by
Rick Potter and approved by the membership.
Subscriptions: The Treasurer indicted that after some 10 years of the SRS subscriptions
remaining at the same amount, the Committee proposed to increase the subscriptions
to £18.00 for ordinary membership and £20.00 for family membership. David Starck
seconded by Eric Annal proposed that the changes to the subscriptions be accepted and
this was agreed by the membership.
The ARS membership fees would again be determined in November using the dollar/
pound currency rating ensuring always the SRS portion is ring fenced.
Membership Secretary Report: Helen Kessell was unable to attend the meeting but a
membership report was distributed.
ARS life members: 8
SRS life members: 4
Individual SRS members: 73
Individual ARS/SRS members: 36
Family SRS members: 35
Family ARS/SRS members: 16
Associate members: 4
Mail Only (Garden Visit members): 12
Gift (David Knott RBGE): 1
Overall: 192
Although membership has dropped the membership remains stable. However if any
member has any prospective members, please contact Helen or the Secretary.
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Election of Officers and Directors: The following committee members were up for
re-election after there 3 year rotation and were all seeking nomination for another three
year term.
Helen Kessell			
John Roy			
Matt Heasman			
Philip Rankin			
Gloria Starck			

-

Membership Secretary
Hon. Editor
Publications Manager
Director and Advertisement Manager
Tours Co-ordinator

As there were no nominations from the floor, Wang Liston proposed and seconded by
Katrina Clow that the above be re-elected for another 3 year period.
Technical Director – Scott Cook had agreed to be nominated as the Technical Director,
Ian Douglas proposed and seconded by David Starck that Scott Cook be elected for a 3
year period as Technical Director.
The president thanked Mike Thornley for his work over the past three years, in setting
up the a network of links with the various government organizations and also keeping
the membership aware of current practice in decease control.
Visits & Meetings Programme: John Hammond was pleased to report that the Spring
Tour of Northumberland and Borders gardens in 2011 was a great success and enjoyed
by 30 Society Members.
The day after the show and AGM some 20 members would be visiting 2 local gardens,
starting at Broich, Kippen, with Sir Peter Hutchison leading a tour of his garden. In the
afternoon we would visit Briglands House, Rumbling Bridge, with Briony Multon the
garden owner leading us round her garden.
John also reported that 24 members were visiting the gardens of North of Scotland with
many new faces attending.
The autumn meeting will be a joint meeting with Rhododendron Species Conservation
Group at RBGE. The theme will be herbarium specimens. Other interesting speakers will
include a Botanical Artist, finishing with a guided tour of the RBGE on the Sunday.
Future tours were outlined as follows:
Spring Tour 2013: The Gardens of Berkshire, Hampshire and Wiltshire.
Review, Yearbook and Website: John Roy our editor explained to the meeting he was
still experimenting with different print settings, numbers of coloured pages etc., in an
effort to reduce printing costs without reducing the quality of the publications. John
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reminded members that articles, reports, new features and fresh ideas were always
needed to keep up the standard of our publications.
Matt Heasman our publications manager confirmed that he had no problems in the
printing and distribution and he was happy to continue stuffing envelopes for another
year. Matt also was looking into improvements to the website and the inclusion of a
picture gallery.
Seed Exchange report: Willie Campbell was pleased to report another good year for
the seed exchange with a profit of over £300 to the Society coffers with some 27 members purchasing seeds. Willie thanked all those who made seed contributions and asked
for their support again this year.
The Society contributed to Alan Clark’s expedition to NE Vietnam where his team
returned with an interesting collection of seeds.
Willie Campbell was happy to continue as the seed exchange manager.
Technical Directors Report: Mike had a previous engagement and could not attend the
meeting. A brief summary of Mike’s Report follows these minutes.
Any other business:
Arduaine –Rick Potter to outline the current work of the Arduaine Action Group.
Rick was delighted to say that visitor numbers were up in the garden and of course
the garden is now saved from closure. Phytophthora kernoviae had been found in one
Japanese larch in the seaward shelter belt and approx 250 trees have to be removed by
2014. This will naturally have an impact on the garden, the gardeners and the NTS.
Rick was happy to continue to report on Arduaine and asked if anyone was interested in
joining the action group to contact him.
The being no further business John Hammond closed the meeting at closed at 15.30
hrs.
John Hammond, President
William J. Campbell, Hon Secretary

9

SRS Autumn Review 2012

The Scottish

Rock Garden Club
For all those who love to grow, show and talk about plants and bulbs

www.srgc.org.uk

Join our friendly club and enjoy:
Lectures and talks in 17 local groups all over Scotland
Help from international participants in our busy web site Forum at
www.srgc.org.uk
Our excellent, twice yearly journal, ‘The Rock Garden’
Our annual seed exchange boasting over 4000 entries
Grants for horticulture students and plant hunters
Shows, conferences, garden visits and much more...
You can join on line by visiting our world renowned web site:

www.srgc.org.uk
Or by writing to us at:

SRGC, P.O.Box 14063
Edinburgh EH10 4YE

Technical Director’s Report
Mike Thornley
1.0 Phytophthora ramorum and Phytophthora kernoviae:

1.1 Since my first report to the AGM 3 years ago the number of outbreak sites in
nurseries and gardens has risen from 24 to 36 (the management of 6 being transferred
subsequently from SGRIPID to the Forestry Commission which is responsible for outbreaks in woodland, which are accounted for separately and are additional to all the
figures quoted in this report). The SGRIPID figures also disguise the fact that within
the 3 km zone of an outbreak site there can be further outbreak sub-sites. One outbreak
site (Helensburgh and Rhu) has had its control orders lifted with no further positive
identifications being made in the last 3 years. It should be also noted that in the same
period there have been no outbreaks identified in nurseries in Scotland.
1.2 Overall there are 30 garden sites and sub-sites with Phytophthora ramorum, 12
with P. kernoviae and 6 with both (total 48). A survey carried out last year of 100 gardens resulted 7 new outbreaks being identified. In some areas the outbreaks have been
particularly intractable (Arran and Central Argyll) and in other areas (Mull of Kintyre)
outbreaks are proving extremely difficult to contain due to the presence of Rhododen-
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dron ponticum
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Tours and Conferences Programme for 2013 &
2014
John M. Hammond
Chairman, Tours & Meetings Sub-committee
2013 Spring Tour Programme: Tour of the Gardens of Berkshire,
Hampshire & Wiltshire. Wednesday 8th May – Sunday 12th May, 2013
The better part of twenty years ago the Society organised a very enjoyable and wellreceived tour of gardens in Berkshire, Hampshire and West Sussex, and a number of
members have requested we organise a return visit to the area. Five years ago we
covered Sussex, Kent & Surrey in a South East gardens tour, so we are now planning
to visit gardens in Berkshire, Hampshire and Wiltshire, which in practice will complete
our coverage of gardens along the entire South Coast since 2002. This is a wonderful
opportunity to visit some old favourites as well as several gardens that most members
will not have previous visited, or probably won’t recognise their names! As usual, the
Tour Itinerary contains an interesting ‘mix’ of private gardens, most of which are not
usually open to the public.
A proforma giving outline details of the above tour has been inserted in this issue of the
Review with a slip to be returned to Gloria Starck, our Tours Co-ordinator, for requesting further details. The Tour Itinerary is planned to encompass the following gardens:
Saville Gardens, Englefield House, Bearwood College, Tudor Lodge, Exbury,
Pylewell Park, Castle Top, Sir Harold Hillier Garden, Spinners Garden,
Broadleas Garden, Home Covert Garden, Bowood, Westonbirt National Arboretum.
2013 Autumn Conference: Gargunnock, Stirlingshire.
Saturday 5th October – Sunday 6th October, 2013
We have recently commenced organising the Autumn Conference, which is planned to
be a joint event with the Rhododendron Species Conservation Group. Further details
will be available in the Spring of next year.
2014 Spring Tour Programme: Tour of the Gardens of Germany.
Sunday 11th May – Saturday 17th May, 2014
In 2014 we have planned to return to mainland Europe for our Spring Tour. Recently it
has been suggested by Hartwig Schepker, Scientific Director of the Rhododendron Park
and Botanic Garden in Bremen, that the Society arrange a visit to Germany, and the
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German Rhododendron Society would help arrange the itinerary for the visit. There are
many very interesting gardens, arboretums and nurseries in this part of Europe and in
the coming months we will commence planning the Tour in liaison with Hartwig, who
has been a regular visitor to Scotland in recent years. Please note that the above dates
are approximately correct for the Spring flowering in Germany, but they will remain
tentative whilst the detailed arrangements are put in place. We plan to travel by coach
on this Tour.

Special Event
Rhododendron Species Conservation Conference
Royal Botanic Garden : Saturday 20th & Sunday 21st April, 2013
The Red List of Rhododendrons : Where Do We Go From Here?
Establishing Priorities and an Action Plan
The Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, the Rhododendron Species Conservation Group
and Botanic Gardens Conservation International are planning to jointly host a two-day
Conference with key-note speakers from around the world on Saturday 20th & Sunday
21st April, 2013, in the Lecture Theatre of the R.B.G.E., to discuss the contents and
impact of The Rhododendron Red List, published last year, and will work towards
answering the question: Where do we go from here in terms of conservation priorities
and actions?
This is advance notice of dates for the diaries of S.R.S. members and a detailed Conference Programme and Registration Form will be available in the Autumn. More detailed
information will appear in a future issue of the Review.
John M. Hammond
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Scottish National Rhododendron Show 2012
Gargunnock Village Hall
Gloria Starck
The years go by so quick and the SRS Annual Show was upon us again. I must say
after the appalling weather we had during December and January I was worried about
the number of entries we would get for the Show. I know we had an enormous amount
of damage to trees and rhododendrons in the January gale in our garden. We are still
clearing up the debris. Many of the rhododendrons were stripped of their leaves on one
side and many flower buds were damaged. However, the show must go on.
When I arrived at Gargunnock Village Hall on the Saturday morning I was not disappointed. The Hall was ablaze with colour and all the stories of woe had come to
nothing. I think the stories some of the exhibiters tell before the Show about not having
anything to put in, is just a tactic to lull the rest into a false sense of security! But maybe
I’m being a bit cynical.
There was the usual organised chaos, with vases and exhibits going in all directions,
plants arriving for the sales stalls, and old hands helping the newer exhibitors to get
their exhibits in the correct classes. By some miracle everything was sorted and tidy by
10.00 am ready for the judging to start. Our judges this year were David Chamberlain
and Alan Clark. They were both very impressed with the number and standard of the
entries.
The top three classes went to Glendoick, but the rest were quite evenly distributed.
There were many exhibits that received the Highly Commended rating, which, although
not in the first three, is still quite an achievement. Among those Highly Commended
were: Class 16, Chip Lima for R. changii, Class 27, Matt Heasman for R. cephalanthum
ssp. platyphyllum, Class 32, Gargunnock Garden for R. ‘Phyllis Korn’, which happens
to be one of my favourite rhododendrons. Also Class 41, John Hammond for R. ‘Strawberry Cream’.

That is another Show Report done. I hope you are not getting too bored with my
wittering every year, but nobody else seems to want to carry out this task.
I hope to see many of you at next year’s show, the venue and date for which will
be announced later this year.
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Judging in progress
Photos by Barbara
Anderson
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Award Winners:
Above: Peter Cox receiving
one of Glendoick’s 4
Trophies

Above: Marlene Storah
receiving the Stephen
Fox Picture
Left: Anne Chambers
receiving the Mervyn
Kessel Cup
Photos by John Roy
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The award winners are listed below:

The Kilarden Trophy – For the winner of Class 1
The George Sherriff Cup – For the most point
s in Section 1
The Sir John Stirling Maxwell Trophy –
For the best species in the show grown in the open
The Harry Fairburn Cup –
For the most points in restricted Classes 38 – 41
The David Stuart Cup – For the best species
or hybrid exhibited in Classes 38 – 41
The John Hammond Cup – For the most points
in the species and hybrid Azalea Classes (25, 34, 35)
The Argyll & Bute Trophy – For the most points
in all Classes grown in an Argyll & Bute garden
The Scottish Rhododendron Society Cup –
For the best hybrid in the Show
The Keyline Cup – For the most points in
all Classes grown in a garden of up to an acre
The Marlene Storah Cup – For the most points
in all classes for gardens not open to the public
more than once a year.
The Mervyn Kessell Cup – For the most points
in Classes 42 and 43
The Stephen Fox Picture – For the best species
of wild collected origin grown from the ARS/SRS
seed exchange. (A catalogue/collectors number
must be clearly marked on class card to be
considered for this award).
The Wild Argyll Cup – For the best photographic
print in the Show
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Glendoick
Glendoick
Lindleyi
Oliver Miller
Oliver Miller
Glendoick
John Roy
John Roy
R. ‘Loderi King
George’
Chip Lima
John Roy
Anne Chambers
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Willie Campbell
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Post National Rhododendron Show Tours:
Broich
David Coombes
On a bright spring Sunday morning after a hard frost the night before, the group gathered
at Broich, the home of Sir Peter and Lady Virginia Hutchison at Kippen in Stirlingshire.
This promised to be an exciting visit to the gardens of a major plant collector and coauthor of the recent excellent book, ‘Seeds of Adventure’ by the ‘Two Peters’ Cox and
Hutchison. Quote from Roy Lancaster: ‘Not since the formidable partnership of Frank
Ludlow and George Sherriff have two plantsmen together achieved such success’.
The original 18th century house was built for the Leckie Ewing family, wealthy Glasgow
merchants, and was bought by Sir Peter and Lady Virginia from John McEwan eight
years before they moved in. They have now owned Broich for sixteen years. The
previous owner had converted the house into apartments and the gardens had been seriously neglected. The builders first demolished a wing and then reinstated the house to
its former glory also adding an orangery on the site of the old wing. During this time
Peter started his project to restore the gardens where the average rainfall is 50 inches
(127 cms).
We were first shown a very ancient yew tree (Taxus baccata) which was estimated to be
over 800 years old. There was an amusing story regarding the age of the tree. A certain
Dr Orkney, a water diviner, advised Peter that he could date the tree exactly by using his
diviners. He then proceeded to walk towards the trunk and, with every step, declared an
ever increasing age, 200, 210, 220, etc. etc. until on reaching the tree the diviners moved
in his hands and he announced it to be exactly 940 years old! Dr Orkney claimed there
were burials along the edge of the canopy of the tree thought to have been the graves of
monks. This would tie in with the tradition that the tree was planted by the monks from
Inchmahome Priory on the island on the Lake of Menteith, Scotland’s only lake, some
ten miles away. ‘A good story’, says Peter, ‘but one to be taken with a pinch of salt!’
From here we walked down the hill to the burn where we were able to admire several
Rhododendron arboreum hybrids which had been planted in the 1890s. A group of us
estimated the girth of the trunk of one of these to be approximately 12 feet in circumference at ground level.
Peter then led us along the burn and pointed out a magnificent larch (Larix decidua)
which is thought to be the tallest in cultivation in Scotland. From here we walked to the
walled garden, parts of which are under renovation. A particular point of interest was
an aperture in the wall which gave the illusion of being at a bizarre angle but which, we
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were assured by Peter and Stephen his gardener, was horizontal. The reason for this
optical illusion was due to the wall running downhill.
Beyond the walled garden were the greenhouses where we were invited to take seedlings of the paeony P. mairei the seeds of which had been collected by the two Peters on
their travels in Sichuan. Another plant much admired was a primula, which used to be
called P. nutans but now goes by the quite unsuitable name P. flaccida. It is not uncommon in cultivation. In the wild this was found in Yunnan on Wuming Shan.
The tour continued into the pasture which held some of the best examples of Peter’s
years of plant collecting in the wild. Among the many fine plants which caught my eye
was Rhododendron campanulatum ssp. campanulatum with very near to blue flowers,
even better than the ‘Knapp Hill’ form considered to be one of the nearest to ‘blue’. Peter
was particularly hopeful for a rhododendron similar to R. decorum, which was collected
on the approach to Wuming Shan (C&H 7150). It has produced good hardy compact
plants which have all the merits of good horticultural form, including profuse flowering
every year rather than alternate ones. Peter explained that the name is more difficult as
R. decorum has a big distribution area and is quite variable. This form seems to hover
around R. nymphaeoides or R. decorum var. cordatum. Not much sign of cordate leaves
however. Further on I spied a fine looking group of R. lacteum, with particularly large
leaves, a difficult plant to grow, but these specimens looked very happy.
The labelling was much to be admired – large oblong wooden tags painted white with
large black perfect lettering indicating collectors number and location. All plants were
ringed with wire mesh to keep out the deer which are a constant problem.
After this, we strolled along a fine woodland path, some 20 feet above the burn, back
towards the house where Lady Virginia was waiting for us in the Orangery with a welcome cup of coffee or tea and a fine selection of biscuits. The sun was streaming into
the Orangery and the perfume from the jasmine and two Rhododendron formosum var.
formosum was superb.
The R. formosum had
been collected by the
two Peters on their first
ever Asian trip above
Shillong. These plants
have a special place in
their affection.
Enjoying Broich with
Sir Peter Hutchison
Photo by John Roy
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Our President, John Hammond, thanked Sir Peter and Lady Virginia on behalf of the
group for such an interesting and enjoyable morning and we took our leave to drive over
to Dobbies for lunch.

Briglands
Oliver Miller
Briglands is a fine Scots baronial house on a gentle north facing slope at about 150
metres above sea level. Fred and Briony Multon have lived there for the past 30 plus
years but much of the planting is more recent. We entered the walled vegetable garden
through a most tidy potting shed and although it was early in the season crop wise, there
was a bed full of S.R.S. rhododendron seedlings all in robust good health. Also within
this area were twin herbaceous borders backed by topiarised yews in great spirals. Just
as we passed through the gateway to the rose garden I noticed superb Daphne bholua
which will gladden hearts on dreich February mornings. The rose garden is undergoing
changes. Many roses are to be consigned to the bonfire, being replaced by paeony roses.
The next area was again being transformed. What had been an avenue of chestnut trees
had been interplanted with Dawyck beech as the chestnuts were very prone to wind
damage. The chestnuts are going to the bonfire too!
We then entered the woodland, home to fine large leafed rhododendron species and carpets of choice trilliums, hellebores, primulas etc. Onwards along grass paths past a great
variety of young birches, acers coming into leaf and the lovely Cercidiphyllum including
the weeping form looking superb. The rock garden then held everyone’s attention as it
is home to a fascinating collection of dwarf conifers including the prostrate Californian
Redwood: Sequoia sempervirens ‘Prostrata’, which was fascinating in a reptilian way
as it grew over rocks and along the ground. Again more acers, wee daphnes, celmisias,
dwarf bulbs including special wood anemones. Then onwards, through the gate to keep
the rabbits out, past an area which had been devastated when a huge beech came down
in the storm of 2nd January. The light floods in now.
Nearby with wind shelter were several fine examples of big leafed rhododendron species looking good. We made our way up the drive towards the lawn in front of the house.
Apparently Sir Robert Lorimer made considerable alterations to the building, resulting
in the wonderful house we see today. Behind us was a line of venerable lime trees and
to our side a large bed of smaller rhododendrons, including many “yak” hybrids, the
new foliage looking superb. We were invited into the house for tea, coffee cakes, buns
and biscuits, all very scrumptious. I have only given a very brief outline of this garden.
It is well worth another visit, which can be through the Garden Scheme. Thanks to the
owners for taking us round, answering all our questions and for their kind hospitality.
20

SRS Autumn Review 2012

2012 Spring Tour
This year the spring tour incorporated gardens from a wide area of east Scotland. Starting in Perthshire, travelling north to Inverness-shire, then east to Moray, Aberdeenshire
and Angus. Here are various reports from some gardens visited.

Rossie House
Fred Trott
Our first garden on the tour of North East Scotland was Rossie House at Forgendenny,
Bridge of Earn situated amongst the green rolling hills of Perthshire. The ditches along
the country lane approaching the house had been planted with old hybrid rhododendrons which some of the party stopped to investigate; they were a bit straggly! It was
a sunny but chilly morning and these low temperatures and occasional overnight frosts
had contrived to delay the growth of most plants and those that did flower had their
flowers browned by the frost, limiting what we could see.
Rossie House was built in 1657 situated on a slight hill commanding good views to the
surrounding Perthshire countryside. The back of the house overlooked a large sloping
lawn taking the eye to several large old trees. A number of old trees had been lost in the
recent storms and these opened up areas, letting light in to allow the understorey plants
to thrive. The present owners have cleared the overgrown woodland, created paths,
a pond and were commencing some topiary based on an Alice in Wonderland theme.
Rising from the pond was a bronze heron, sculpted by Fife based David Annand, which
was formerly in the Botanic Gardens in Edinburgh. Because of the late season we were
able to enjoy the plants of the understorey which were just at their peak with an excellent varied selection of bluebells, alliums, trilliums, erythroniums, hellebores, primulas
and tree paeonies although the drought conditions in March had reduced the size of the
flowers of these. We were told that autumn colours were very good due to the number
of acers. Due to the weather our tick list of ericaceous plants was limited but we did
see a very pink Rhododendron ‘Loderi’, R. ‘Polar Bear’ and a lovely peach smelling
Magnolia obovata.
A gate took us into the walled garden which was primarily given over to vegetable plots
protected from rabbits & deer by box hedging. An enclosure contained a small flock
of Castlemilk sheep which are noted for the quality of their brown fleeces. This area
also contained an old greenhouse which was being restored. The garden is open under
Scotland’s Garden Scheme.
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Cluny Gardens
Anne Davidson
I have been to Cluny Gardens a number of times, and it is always a joy. The gardens
were started in the 1950s by Bobby and Betty Masterson. He was a local vet with a need
to expand and bought a stone house looking over rough hill, steeply sloping to the river
and surrounded by 6 acres of land. The original drive ran past the front of the house,
and was bordered by old trees. The oldest is an Abies alba, thought to be 200 years old.
One of the two Sequoiadendron giganteum is a champion tree with a girth of 36 ft and
a height of 110 ft.
The garden has been planted mainly from seed. Bobby Masterson received 400 packets
of seed from the Ludlow and Sherriff expedition to Bhutan in 1949. These came mostly
from altitudes between 11,000 and 14,000 feet and suited the conditions at Cluny admirably. Among these were different Meconopsis, Primula, Nomocharis, trees and shrubs
such as Cotoneaster, Sorbus, and Viburnum and many of their progeny are still in the
garden. Bobby Masterson propagated, his wife weeded, and the three daughters each
had their chores. Wendy, who now looks after the garden with her husband John Mattingley, cared for the gentian beds. John now sows some 250 species of seeds each year.
The drive no longer sweeps around in front of the house. After passing very tempting
plant sales, one sees the notice ‘Please walk on the grass’. Part of the gravel has been
turned into a seed bed, the plants being accompanied by various skulls and other bones,
which the red squirrels knaw for the calcium.
The view down the hillside to the river has been long gone. The mature trees on the
hillside are underplanted with a canopy of Rhododendron, Acer, Sorbus and Betula.
This produces ideal conditions for the abundant self-seeding small plants which spill
onto the paths prolifically. These narrow paths meander through the woodland up and
down from one side of the hill to the other. For our visit, Meconopsis, Trillium and
Erythronium were in profusion. The Primula were particularly prolific in the ‘bog
area’. Arisaema were showing, but not yet tall. Cardiocrinum were begining to shoot
up. Alas the rhododendrons were frosted. The ground was carpeted by Chrysosplenium,
Matteuccia struthiopteris, Smilacina racemosa, and Dicentra eximia. A red squirrel displayed without fear by the bird table. The large leaf piles put my lazy efforts to shame.
I was particulary struck by the pink Trillium grandiflorum var. roseum, a purple Soldanella, the tall white Erythronium californicum. Primula chungensis grew happily in
the gravel.
John uses no heat for germination of his seeds. He sows primulas in late December or
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early January and blasts them with water from time to time. They are covered with glass
when tiny and potted up 3 times per year. The propagating area is way up the hillside
above the house.
I wish that I could have returned in a few weeks to see the changes as the spring advances.
This is garden to return to again and again.

Left: Pink Trillium

Above: Mixed plantings
Left: Meconopsis x
cookei ‘Old Rose’
Photos by Anne
Davidson
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Gardens of The House of Aigas
Grace E. Morris

House of Aigas and the
African Round House
Photos by John Roy

We approached the House of Aigas through
pouring rain along the Glen Affric glacial
valley, through a deep gorge in the hills,
passed the Aigas dam with mist hanging
above the water and up to the house, which
stood above the valley in a commanding
position. We arrived at an imposing grey
stone late 19th century castle, up a gravelled driveway, parked below a row of Picea
orientalis (planted along with many of the other specimen trees in or around 1870) to
be welcomed by Lady Lister-Kaye. Sir John Lister-Kaye then explained the geological
background of the area and the history of the gardens. He told of how the gardens had
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been long abandoned until the property was purchased by him in 1976 just in time to
save the house from demolition. He then restored the house, while his new wife with
their large young family all helped renovate and reclaim the old overgrown gardens.
We were then taken on a tour of the garden by Her Ladyship and her gardener, starting
with the imposing front circular lawn in front of the house surrounded by Sorbus thibetica ‘John Mitchell’ just producing its beautiful silver foliage, and white double cherry
trees groaning with blossom. Along the western edge, the ground fell away steeply
and a long rockery had been formed with paths winding through this to a lower level,
where a smaller lawn and two ponds had been created. These were dominated by a large
red oak and lined with willow with scattered primulas, and alchemilla plants on the
banks and an island planted with deutzia. A small bog area was prolific with bull rushes
growing strongly. The rockeries were full of interesting plants and rhododendrons. We
also spotted many hostas, astilbes, paeonies, heucheras and geraniums. We noticed the
clipped Pinus mugo trees forming a low hedge and many heathers, miniature maples,
lilies, azaleas and clematis.
Above and beyond the ponds was a long clipped beech hedge. A path led past a very old
oak up to some giant wellingtonias, a Douglas fir (claimed to be the second largest in
UK) and a grove of western red cedars cleverly hollowed out to form what was called
“The Cathedral”. Her Ladyship explained that there had been a large area of bamboo
nearby, all of which had recently died and the ground had only just been reclaimed from
their extensive root system. Above this area was a handsome and substantial African
round house with a thatched roof and a tree trunk supporting. This striking building had
been constructed by Sir John after one of his tours to Africa and is used as accommodation by members of his family and participants in the “Aigas Experience” an outward
bound type of residential course for youngsters which takes place all year round on the
estate.
After that comprehensive and interesting tour we walked down to the house for a welcome cup of tea in the great hall of the castle, surrounded by many very interesting
pictures, stuffed birds and artifacts including a mounted piece of
Bonnie Prince Charlie’s kilt. It was
all very interesting and enjoyable.
After tea John Hammond gave an
appropriate vote of thanks to our
host with which we all concurred.
Formal planting at
Cawdor
Photo by John Roy
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Cawdor Castle and Auchindoune Gardens
Barbara Anderson
I had visited Cawdor Castle once, several years ago, but did not have the opportunity
to visit its gardens so it was with anticipation that I looked forward to seeing both the
Castle and Auchindoune Gardens which are related in past time and proximity.
It was a dull day with a cold wind blowing from the north east. The drive at Cawdor
welcomed us with sporadically placed ancient lime and horse-chestnut trees. The head
gardener met us at the entrance.
Our first stop was the walled garden. This area of cultivation dates back to 1635 with the
growing of herbs, salad leaves, exotic vegetable seeds and for the first time an ornamental double holly-hock. There were many changes in plants grown over the centuries. In
1981 Lord Cawdor decided to remodel the garden and plant a holly maze. An appointment is necessary to attempt this area due to the shallow rooting of holly bushes. On
three sides of the walled garden is an unusual hedge of field maple. Also in the walled
garden were many areas of clipped box hedge of several designs, enclosing plantings
of alpines, herbaceous perennials and fruit bushes. In addition in this part of the garden
there were several contemporary sculptures that caught my eye e.g. the Sculpture of
Life, which composed of a bronze tree supporting a golden disc.
We were then escorted to the flower garden which again is enclosed by a wall. This
area was planned as a flat garden. Again several beds were enclosed by formal box
hedging surrounding foliage plants
with flowers of
yellow,
blue,
white and pink.
Further contemporary sculptures
were to be seen
here including a
large global fountain composed of
regular fragments
Abriachan
Photo by John
Roy
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of a green slate.
We moved through the flower garden to the wild garden where we saw various rhododendrons, azaleas and Podophyllum hexandrum set out in beds and borders.
Time was pressing on so we return to our transport to travel the few miles to Auchindoune House Gardens which is currently owned by the Dowager Countess Cawdor.
The kitchen garden of this house is laid out in beds edged by symmetrical clipped box
hedge. As this was early May few summer vegetables had been planted, but cut flowers
were flowering in some beds. Several classic fruit trees and a number of soft fruit varieties were growing in the orchard area.
There is a small arboretum where specimen trees of Acer, Sorbus, Betula and Pinus
were planted to mark the millennium including several from Tibet.
Jack Cawdor the 5th Earl collected original plants and floral specimens with Frank Kingdon Ward deep in Tibet in the early 1920s. He planted these at his uncle’s Auchindoune
House. In this Tibetan garden can be seen various rhododendron species e.g. R. campanulatum. Other plants included Meconopsis, Primula, Arisaema and Podophyllum
species, several in the early stage in their seasonal growth. Here the plants are permitted
to grow wild naturally.
A visit to this garden during the summer months would have provided a completely
different vista.

Abriachan
John Roy
I have been to this garden a few times in the past as it is on the way to Inverness from my
home. I had not visited for some years, so was interested to see how it was developing.
We were met by the garden’s founder, Don Davidson who started the nursery in 1983.
There are four acres of south facing sheltered garden, situated on an elevated site overlooking Loch Ness. The steep slope has been extensively terraced with huge amounts
of rock, which with a covering of moss gives a very natural aspect to the meandering
paths.
Don is a great fan of southern hemisphere plants, but the winters of 2009-10 and 201011 had killed many of his less hardy New Zealand plants. There was much to see though,
with an acid, sandy soil providing the correct pH and drainage for some of our favourite
plants.
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After nearly thirty years of gardening this hillside, Don has had to remove some of the
more vigorous trees and shrubs that were outgrowing their positions. We noted good
Rhododendron ‘Bow Bells’, R. ‘St Tudy’, and R. ‘Loderi Game Chick’. Blue flowered
Meconopsis and Arisaema griffithii were happy among the shrubs, as were many different ferns and Trillium. Lots of herbaceous perennials ensured the continued interest
through the summer.
A browse around the plant sales area had some of us parting with our cash for interesting
plants. Abriachan is famous for its selection of auricula primulas.
We thanked Don for showing us around and hoped that we had helped a bit with identification of some of his rhododendrons.

Castle of Park
Fiona Campbell
The lovely pink Castle of Park near Cornhill, Moray and Nairn, has been home to
Rebecca Wilson and family since 2007. The property started as a tower house in Z
plan style in the 16th century, and has had other additions over the years. Prior to the
Wilson family arriving the Castle was a hotel when little was done to the old established
gardens other than provide grounds for outdoor activities for themed holidays.
Rebecca has started on the long process of upgrading and developing the garden. As
with many similar old houses part of this task has been to remove Rhododendron ponticum from many areas. After a short introduction to the property Rebecca led the group
on our walk accompanied by Bogus, the dog. Near the house is a large slab of stone on
which is engraved a poem in praise of the garden - “At Davos October 1885” - written
by Posie Gordon Duff. We could see signs of the old 19th century planting around us,
but since 2007 this has been a garden undergoing another phase of planting. Behind an
old gateway an area of ground has been cleared and has roses planted with a young yew
hedge around it. This lies near the old tennis court which will eventually become a croquet lawn. The path led to the burn which meanders through the grounds and is bordered
here by another new planting area of Euphorbia and Cornus a favourite combination of
the gardener, Clive, who works two days a week. More roses filled spaces in between
the old hybrid rhododendrons, but sadly very little flower colour was to be seen. One
rhododendron was recognised by John Hammond and named as R. ‘Queen Victoria’, an
old hybrid rarely seen. Spaced along the gravel path were several garden statues and
views of the Castle could be seen. Behind this area was a long laburnum arch, recently
planted, which in years to come will be spectacular.
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The group were led to
the wild area around
the pond, surrounded
by mature trees. We
walked round the pond
through wild raspberries and spotted two
chain saw sculptures
in the grass, one of
a crocodile head and
the other a tree stump
shaped as a frog. The
sculptor is a local
man, Garry Shand.
There were some new
ornamentals such as
hawthorn and cherries
planted but little else has been touched here. The walled garden which was some distance away to our left had not had any attention yet; another project for the future.
Rebecca then led the group through snowberry and laurel to a rhododendron tunnel path
cut through the twisted trunks and branches of the mature hybrid rhododendrons. Here
and there above our heads were glimpses of flower trusses which would strew the path
with colour in a few weeks’ time. We turned back towards the Castle walking across a
wide grassy area which had been divided by a very small, new, yew hedge. One side of it
to become a wild flower meadow and the other the main lawn area for the Castle dominated by two closely
planted sycamores.
Arriving back at the
Castle past an old
whalebone arch, we
saw a small herbaceous bed by the
wall. On the other
Top: House of Aigas
Left: Crocodile
chainsaw sculpture
Photos by John Roy
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side was a woodland, part conifer and, part deciduous, with grass paths mown through
it. We were led into the woodland of beech trees through a clump of martagon lilies
where Bogus the dog scared off a rabbit. In the trees was a fir wigwam held together with
fishing net and planted up with ivy. With a young family living in the Castle this wooded
area provided them with a place to play and different character gnomes at the base of
some conifers along the path raised a smile or two on what had now become a rather wet
morning. Again,
little colour to be
seen except for
the wild flowers,
celandine, wood
anemone,
wild
violets and primroses. Once more
we arrived back at
the Castle where
a welcome cup
of coffee in the
kitchen warmed
us up before leaving.
Rebecca’s enthusiasm and ideas for
the future development of the
garden was clear
to see. With her
family and work
commitments this
will take time to
come to fruition,
so Castle of Park
is a place to return
to in later years to
see the progress
the family has
made.
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Kildrummy Castle Gardens
Marlene Storah
Kildrummy Castle garden is a twentieth century garden in a ravine, created by Colonel
James Ogstone and his wife Annie in an old quarry from which the sandstone was dug
to build Kildrummy Castle.
The Castle built by the Earl of Mar in 1250 stands sentinel over the garden adding to
the romantic feel of the place. The road runs over the top of one of the larger pools on
a high elegant stone arched bridge, a copy of the Brig o’ Balgownie in old Aberdeen.
The bridge makes a wonderful frame for the garden beyond. This is a delightful garden
with the Burn of Back Den running through, sometimes narrow, sometimes wide, flowing from one pool to another with rocky cascades. Lysichitum and Primula soften the
waters edge.
The quarry face is an enormous rock garden with piers of stone, sometimes making
arches draped with Schizophragma hydrangeoides. Kildrummy is said to be a Japanese
garden but a Japanese garden is minimalist and this garden isn’t. With conifers and acers
growing on “rock islands” looking rather like overgrown bonsai. Along with the water
it gives the garden a sort of Japanese look.
The garden is maintained by a trust and Alastair Laing has worked in the garden for 37
years. He keeps the quarry free of weeds by being lowered down the rock face on ropes
annually to remove tree seedlings etc.
Most of the rhododendrons in this garden are on steep banks and have crowded together
over the years. It was not a good flowering year and very little flower could be found.
Here and there a few flowers of R. cinnabarinum, R. oreotrephes, R. yunnanense and old
hybrids fought their way through. The best flowering was of R. ‘May Day’ and the R.
williamsianum hybrids near the entrance; they were later additions. Some azaleas were
well budded and still to bloom. At the top end of the garden was what had once been
the nursery and kitchen garden, now left to grass but with many of the old fruit trees
expertly pruned. There were meconopsis, paeonies, and much more still to come. With
the Cercidiphyllum, Acer, Fothergilla, Viburnum and azaleas the autumn colour should
be good. This is a garden I would like to return to, not for rhododendrons but because it
is a lovely romantic garden the only formality being the pruned fruit trees at the top.
Opposite page:
Water features at Kildrummy
Photos by John Roy
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Dunecht House
Ian Douglas
This magnificent house proved to have one of the least interesting gardens of the tour.
Hardly surprising since the house has not been lived in for a number of years, and was
on the market. (Offers over £1million, and since sold).
The entrance from the drive is through two spectacular sets of gates. The house itself
is enormous, built from local granite in the 1820s, with later additions. It includes a
chapel, which would serve quite well for a major parish church. I find it sad to see a
house of this quality unloved, with its windows shuttered.
The garden consists of lawns around the house and a “woodland” garden. Some of the
trees here are magnificent, obviously dating to the building of the house. Scots pine
and Douglas fir were particularly good. (Douglas fir was introduced from the Columbia
River area in the 1820s.) The entrance to the woodland was a wide stone stair with
statues of Diana and Actaeon on either side. The rhododendrons were of a considerable
age, but not much different to what can be found in a hundred other big house gardens:
hardy hybrids, some R. ‘Loderi’, R. luteum and R. sanguineum hybrids.

Inchmarlo
Felicity Barr
It was a bright, sunny day as we approached Inchmarlo House along an impressive drive
with well tended lawns and bushes on either side. Inchmarlo House stands proudly
amidst more lawns and against an established woodland containing a very large number
of mature trees, rhododendrons and azaleas – the reason for our visit.
As it was my first visit, I was interested in finding out how the woodland garden had
been managed since it was first established and was certainly not disappointed. We
were met by Jim Wilkie the head gardener who presented each of us with a list of trees
and a drawing of where they are planted. He also explained that five weeks back, the
gardens were ahead but the cold wind had pulled them back by about 2-3 weeks.
The walk began along narrow paths lined with Scots pines and the strikingly scented
yellow Rhododendron luteum and Primula veris. John Hammond, John Roy and Ian
Douglas were particularly in their element when discussing the rarer varieties of rhododendron around us - occasionally disagreeing on their final opinion! I was fascinated
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by their discussions
and impressed with
the depth of their and
others’ knowledge of
the individual varieties.

Pictures of Inchmarlo by Felicity Barr
Above: the House
Below: Woodland Glades

The gardens are striking evidence of the
skill and care they
have been given since
they were laid out the swathes of colour
intermingled
with
leafy glades in various
shades of green came
alive in the dappled
sunlight. I took photos of the azaleas, rhododendrons, trees - it was really difficult to
decide what to leave out! A ‘must take’ was
the Cercidiphyllum that stands on its own
near the Rainbow Garden. It was one of the
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most beautifully balanced trees I had ever seen – Jim Wilkie spoke proudly of it as “one
of his favourites and that it looked magnificent in all seasons”.
The Rainbow Garden was intriguing with its plantings of the Prunus cerasifera hedge,
and herbaceous borders. The two sundials are very different in appearance to each
other and provided a change of focus in the centre. On looking up and around from this
garden I noticed a mature group of trees which were clustered close together – a Scots
pine, an maple, a larch, a cypress, two beeches and a monkey puzzle – they formed a
strong backdrop reminder of the variety of plantings in one spot in one fascinatingly
attractive garden.
This woodland garden has been described in depth over the years by many distinguished
gardeners, my memories are of the interest and colour around every bend in the paths,
the range of the plantings at foot level, at head height and above. It’s not a garden that is
predictable or that one would tire of and there is no doubt that I hope to visit it again!
Our visit culminated with tea and cakes within Inchmarlo House. Many thanks to all who provided the
opportunity for a memorable and fascinating visit to
the gardens.

Brechin Castle Gardens
Above: Trunk of Acer griseum
Right: Relaxing in the
Rhododendron Trunks
Photos by John Roy
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Brechin Castle Gardens
Duncan Davidson
First, find the gardens. Ah…here is Brechin Castle Garden Centre. No, not here. Oh…
here is Brechin Castle Equestrian Centre. No, not here. Surely it must be down this
drive. No, it is private housing. Could it be the Dalhousie Estates? Yes. The search was
worth it.
The impressive castle, on the site of an earlier historic castle, rebuilt in the 1700s, has a
commanding view over the South Esk River. But we were rapidly taken to the important
part - the gardens.
The Gardener, Laura Keenan, bubbled with enthusiasm and knowledge. The gardens
were laid out between 1701 and 1708 by Alexander Edward for the 4th Earl of Panmure
and have evolved since then with the attention of the Earls of Dalhousie. They extend
over 40 acres of parkland with fine mature trees, some dating to the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. A woodpecker punctuated the discussion.
Society members saw, at last, their best viewing of rhododendrons on the trip, although
the famous azalea walk was not yet out. Magnificent specimens, and, of course, an
opportunity to debate the recurring questions over some specimens—“what is it”?
The south-facing, sloping 13-acre walled garden was stunning; lawns, fine clipped
hedges, ponds, borders and beds. It also had some fine specimen trees. All this maintained by Laura, her husband working part-time, and an energetic 74-year old part-timer
(“does the work of ten”).
The cool greenhouse held a fine example, appropriately enough, of Rhododendron dalhousiae, named by Hooker after the then Governor-General of India, Earl Dalhousie.
The gardens remain in the caring charge of the present Lord Dalhousie.
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Ian Christie’s Nursery
Gloria Starck
This visit took place on the last day of the tour. Up until that time the weather had been
quite reasonable, but the Sunday was a different matter all together. It was cold and wet
and it got very windy as the day progressed.
On arrival we were treated to gorgeous home baking and tea/coffee. This was a real
treat and much appreciated by all.
Ian Christie’s garden is always a joy to see and he gave us a conducted tour, pointing
out all its treasures, including lots of Trillium, purples, whites and doubles. We also
saw beautiful Sanguinaria, Meconopsis and varieties of Paris which I had never seen
before. Most of these plants had been grown from seed by Ian. The treasures in Ian’s
garden were absolutely fantastic, and it does not seem to matter what time of year you
visit there is always something unusual to see. This time, apart from the above, there
were Cypripedium in the most amazing array of colour, and some of these were new
hybrids.
We had an opportunity of inspect the plants in the glasshouses and see the care that Ian
takes in bringing on unusual and often difficult plants. One that particularly caught my
eye was what looked like dwarf yellow Daphne. It was in fact Wikstroemia, and I was
forgiven for mistaking it for Daphne as it is very similar. The most obvious difference
being that Wikstroemia has 5 petals and Daphne has only 4. The Wikstroemia is also not
as hardy as the Daphne, but needs similar growing conditions.
After the tour around the garden we went off to the nursery area to select some plants
to take home. The Trillium were very popular as we had seen many varieties during the
previous days of the tour. The weather by this time was absolutely awful, but that did
not stop the enthusiastic plant buyers from their quests for gems.
By the time we had finished shopping and saying our goodbyes to those who had to
leave to get home, the time was getting on and we had to prepare for our convoy drive
to our next destination, Ascreavie.
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Ascreavie
Keith Sprague
This was the last garden of the tour. Ascreavie is a neglected garden; you had to take
great care where you walked due to the large number of rabbit burrows, plus the amount
of tree branches that crumbled underfoot.
An area had been cleared. The amount of large piles of logs stacked was evidence of the
number of trees that had been felled – no shortage of firewood. In this area the large
amount of leaf litter went to a good depth with large clumps of primulas including P.
whitei, P. sikkimensis, candelabra primulas and Meconopsis George Sherriff Group.
There were a large number of rabbit burrows under many of the rhododendrons, which
could prove fatal to them. However, the clumps of bamboos were not affected.
Rhododendron cinnabarinum had finished flowering but was still showing a little
colour; there was a fine specimen of Acer griseum with its flaking bark; and nearby were
Rhododendron arizelum and R. ‘Winsome’ in flower. Also there were R. oreotrephes, R.
‘Michael Waterer’, R. ‘Fabia’ and R. augustinii which was showing a good blue colour.
R. thomsonii, with its large leaf, was a very good form, and growing up against the wall
of the house was Chaenomeles, climbing up to about 10 feet.
At the lower level in the front of the house were Rhododendron augustinii, a lovely pale
blue, and some R. williamsianum hybrids. There were a large number of deciduous
azaleas, some already showing colour and others still in tight bud – this would produce
an impressive display in two or three weeks’ time.
Our visit to Ascreavie came to an end on a very cold and windy afternoon amidst a force
8 gale!
This was the most neglected garden that we visited and needs considerable work to
restore it; but originally when it was planted it would have been a very impressive
garden.

37

SRS Autumn Review 2012

Important Information about Non-native Species
Chip Lima
I work for Scottish Natural Heritage and this new legislation has come through. It has
relevance to anyone who may want to plant any plant ‘into the wild.’ Whatever that
actually means as wild has been interpreted many ways. Please look at the following
web address:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Environment/Wildlife-Habitats/InvasiveSpecies

Early editions of ARS Journals
Janet Gibson
At last I have organised my old ARS Journals. I want to use them to support the Cure
Parkinsons Trust and the website is:
www.cureparkinsons.org.uk
Is there a member out there, someone who would offer to buy them to support this
charity?
I have three journals missing but have a complete set otherwise for twenty years.
I have from 1983 to 1990 inclusive and up to 2003 incl.
The missing ones are:
1991 Vol 45 No 2
2002 Vol 56 Nos 2 and 3
This is a unique opportunity to obtain an ARS archive. They are available to the highest
bidder.
If you are interested in helping a good cause and take advantage of this tremendous
offer, please phone Janet on 01557 860012.
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Obituary
John May
Enid May

John passed away in Ayr Hospital on 8th January aged 84 years. Born in London, John
had originally trained as an aeronautical engineer, becoming a Flight Test Observer for
Vickers Armstrong at Hurn Airport, Dorset. However, when the production line for
Viscounts came to an end, resulting in less and less work, John became more and more
interested in horticulture.
He and Enid had married in 1955 and around 1959-60 started their first venture, Ferndown Garden Shop. John was hugely enthusiastic, read widely, asked questions and
remembered the answers! He learnt quickly and in 1964 they moved on to purchase
6 acres of land near Wimborne, Dorset. So began The Knoll Gardens as a nursery in
1971. Three acres of the land had been used by a market garden as a carrot field - this
was rotavated and used initially for growing stock plants for the adjoining nursery.
Horticulture is a wonderful fraternity and John was always grateful to all those gardeners in gardens all over the country, but mainly Cornwall and Scotland, who had
generously made cuttings and information available. He, in turn, never took without
giving and loved to share his plants and knowledge. He became more and more profi39
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cient in propagation, the collection of plants grew and the idea was born that, alongside
The Knoll Gardens Nursery could be The Wimborne Botanic Gardens - his ultimate aim
being conservation of rare plants; education about the growing range of plants, all of
which would be meticulously labelled; and research as a project studying the hardiness
of many rare species from all over the world.
The Wimborne Botanic Garden took shape in the 1980s, an Index Seminum (seed list)
was produced each year and circulated to botanic gardens throughout the world, and
John, in turn, was invited to select seed from so many other botanic gardens, including
Moscow and Peking - this was a wonderful source of exciting plant material all seeds
being exchanged for no charge (and just imagine all those foreign stamps!).
John loved growing the unusual and a succession of milder winters aroused an interest
in Australian flora - so a growing number of eucalyptus, acacias, leptospermums and
grevilleas - to name a few - became part of the collection. In his small way, he must
have introduced many of these unusual genera to British gardens and, for a few years,
he would keep curators in Australian botanic gardens informed on how specimens of
their flora coped with our winter temperatures.
His real love though was always for the rhododendron genera and, from the late 1960s
he started on a programme of hybridising; after many years he had 19 named hybrids
accepted by The Royal Horticultural Society, among which was one named “Enid
May”.
In the mid-80s the Garden was opened to the public and the collection had grown to
around 3,000 plants but John and Enid had decided to retire to south west Scotland. Just
about the time of their sale and move the garden was shown on TV in the BBC series
“Gardeners World”, presented by Roy Lancaster and Geoff Hamilton. What a privilege
that was!
New owners re-instated the name The Knoll Gardens for the whole area and they
continue today in the capable hands of Neil Lucas. Naturally they reflect Neil’s own
interests, particularly in ornamental grasses for which he wins many medals at the Chelsea and other shows - but the “bare bones” remain as a legacy of one man’s love of
plants. Truly John might have said, as did Abraham Lincoln, “Die when I may, I want
it said of me that I plucked a weed and planted a flower wherever I thought a flower
would grow”.
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Book Review
Fruit and Vegetables for Scotland
By Kenneth Cox and Caroline Beaton
John Roy
This is the first ever book to concentrate on edible gardening for the cooler, windier and
often rainier climate of Scotland, compared to our southern neighbours. Now that it is
here, it is a wonder it has not been done before, as Scotland has a long history of fruit
and vegetable growing. Famously we have had Ayrshire potatoes, soft fruit from the
Carse of Gowrie, tomatoes from the Clyde Valley, to name but a few examples.
Essentially the book is divided into four sections, dealing with fruit, vegetables, culinary herbs etc., and a fascinating introductory section describing the need for “growing
your own” and how to get going.
Each type of fruit or vegetable is given a description, thorough instruction on cultivation, pests and diseases, harvesting and storing, and very importantly, the best varieties
to grow in Scotland. Nothing is missed out. Good clear pictures depict good crops, some
of the best varieties and help recognise some of the commonly found diseases.
Anyone in Scotland, whether with a small patch, or a number of acres of land, keen to
grow edible plants, will find this book enormously helpful, and should have it on the
bookshelf for future reference. I know I have learned a lot since it arrived.
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Lochinch Rhododendron Show
Matt Heasman
Whilst preparing for the Scottish Rhododendron Society’s Annual Show this year the
committee received an interesting email asking for some advice and guidance for a
fledgling show that was to be hosted at Lochinch in south west Scotland.
As I had all the documentation pertinent to our show, I offered some assistance with
regard to the show schedules etc. and with a bit of “cutting and pasting” we soon had
a custom edited document to suit their needs. I helped out in a few other small ways,
thought nothing of it and left it at that.
However, the idea of the new show was quite appealing to me, but with an unfortunate
clash of dates, as it was the same weekend as the SRS show, I thought I would be unable
to attend. This was a pity as I had been down to Lochinch in 2001 on a SRS spring tour.
I remember this vast estate with what seemed like mile after mile of mature rhododendrons. I had always wanted to return for a better look, but had never managed.
Some weeks after the contact was made, I was very kindly asked to be one of the judges
at the show. Disappointment overcame me as I knew I would be too busy at the SRS
show. Well you can imagine my joy when I checked the dates and realised the Lochinch
show was on the Sunday, the day after the SRS and I would be able to accept the honour
of being a judge after all.
The show was well supported for a first time event, with 139 entries in 28 classes,
with 16 local, private and public gardens enthusiastically getting involved. As usual
at a flower show there was a mad flurry of entries on the morning of the event. The
other judge, Simon Bowes-Lyon (rhododendron enthusiast and plant hunter) and I were
in attendance in order to help name rhododendrons and guide some of the exhibitors
through the schedule. Despite trying to simplify the schedule, it still needs a few tweaks
that will make it easier for beginners to understand.
I didn’t know that judging was such hard work. David Chamberlain and Alan Clark
don’t ever look as flustered as I felt. Luckily I had had many years assisting them at
the SRS show so I knew roughly how to go about the job in a fair and accurate manner.
Simon and I worked well as a team knowing what to look for and where to allow for
acts of God, like the slight frost damage that most plants had received in the previous
week.
With decisions made and totals of points awarded, we were ready for the presentation,
almost on time as well! The photographer from the local paper was in attendance and
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thankfully was a patient man.
There were 4 awards to be presented:

•

Glenwhan Cup – Awarded to the Best Hybrid Truss in the Show. Winner:
Glenwhan Garden R. ‘Phyllis Corn’

•

Lochinch Cup – Awarded to the Best Species Truss in the Show. Winner:
Castle Kennedy Gardens R. kesangiae

•

John MacArthur of that Ilk Quaich – Awarded to the Winner of Class 5
‘Rhododendron Falconera and Grandia subsections’. Winner: Dunskey
Garden and Maze R. sinofalconeri

•

Dunskey Cup – Awarded to the Rarest Plant in the Show. Winner: Claymoddie
Garden R. elliotii

As a strange twist to end the day, I realised that we had Rhododendron kesangaie winning a trophy and the award being presented by the man who was instrumental for the
introductions and naming of this relatively new species that is endemic to Bhutan. It was
at Simon’s request that the Species Nova was named after the “Ashi Kesang” (Queen
Mother of Bhutan) as a mark of respect for her love and devotion to the country’s flora
and her close relationship with the great plant hunters: Ludlow and Sherriff (2). As a
side note: He was also instrumental for the introduction of R. bhutanense (1), a member
of the Taliensia Subsection. I would have been shocked to see any of that in the show as
it is quite a tricky plant to grow. Maybe next year!
The plant show was part of the larger Country Fayre being held there for the day. There
were plenty of family things for all ages to do and the food was excellent. I had a very
enjoyable time and would encourage all to pay a visit next year.
Ref: Notes Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh (1989)
1.

NOTES RELATING TO THE FLORA OF BHUTAN: XIII (Page 329, Para
2, Line 8)

2.

NOTES RELATING TO THE FLORA OF BHUTAN: XIII (Page 333, Para
2)
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Thoughts about the National Rhododendron Show
Jim Beatson
The SRS Show was lucky in 2011. As usual the timing was too early for the vast
majority of hybrid entries but did benefit considerably from “Mediterranean weather”
during April. Sadly that will not be the case for 2012 where we have been back to our
all-too-common low temperatures, cloud and rain (or as they call it in California – ‘precipitation’).
I have cultivated around 100 hybrids in a one acre site over the past 36 years with considerable success and I have had a number of ‘Open Days’ for charities and Scotland’s
Gardens Scheme.
I do not give much space to species rhododendrons for the reasons I have detailed
previously. They are often large plants/trees requiring large country estates rather than
the smaller gardens of the vast majority of British gardeners. Many of the species are
tall and straggly with sparse foliage and only really suitable for a woodland setting. The
vast majority of species rhododendrons bloom too early to escape the destructive British frosts of March/April/May - even hybrids and deciduous azaleas can be blitzed in a
single night in May.
A large percentage of British gardeners have little or no knowledge of or interest in
rhododendrons.
Only a minority of British gardeners grow rhododendrons.
Only a minority of rhododendron growers are candidates for SRS membership, especially in times of recession.
Only a minority of rhododendron growers grow or favour species rhododendrons for
the reasons listed above.
The species enthusiasts must realise that they are a minority within a minority.
Significantly more emphasis requires to be directed to hybrid cultivation.
Serious consideration requires to be given to a later SRS Show towards mid-May. I
totally disagree with hybrid blooms being brought up as show exhibits at end April/
early May which are grown under cover in artificial conditions and which are flowering
‘out of season’. I have seen Rhododendron ‘Lem’s Monarch’ and R. ‘Lem’s Cameo’
win major SRS prizes in April - some are indeed fortunate as my R. ‘Lem’s Monarch’
flowers in late May, even in a good year.
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Seed Exchange 2013
Last year the seed exchange had over 300 lots of fresh seed. Unlike other groups, we
only keep our seed for the one season, with the exception of wild collected seed, then
only for two. All the contributions were well used and our thanks must go out to these
members who supplied seed. We had 29 members asking for seed and we have taken
in over £800.
I need your contributions again, please share your seeds with other members, seed contributions of Rhododendron HP seed, tree, magnolia, camellia, shrub or companions
plants that may interest our members.
Meconopsis seed would be interesting, so save your seed now.

Send your contributions by end November to:
Willie Campbell
13 Fir Road
Doune
Perthshire
FK16 6HU
Further info email me at

william.campbellwj@btinternet.com
Please ensure that each contribution is in a sealed packet, named, where collected and
any other relevant information.
I would like to hear of your successes or failures and remember to bring along a few
surplus plants to the show plant sales next year.
Willie Campbell
Seed Exchange Manager
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